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Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Planning Commission in and for 

the City of Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Acting Chairman Bill Scepaniak at 

6:30 o’clock in the evening on Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for 

the said City. 

 

Other board members present were Allison Dudek, Nathan Ronning, Joseph Wedel, and Craig 

Magnus.  Councilor John R. Harlander, Liaison, Gary Winkels, City Administrator, Tom Schneider, 

Administration Consultant, Matthew, and Kendra Imdieke. 

 

 

 Chairman Bil Scepaniak welcomed and introduced Craig Magnus, as a new Planning 

Commission member, who was appointed to the commission by the council at the December 6, 2023, 

council meeting.  Mr. Winkels noted the position is for a five-year term.  Mr. Magnus thanked the Planning 

Commission for the opportunity to serve the community.  Mr. Magnus noted he has experience in zoning 

and permitting with his current position as project manager at Blattner Energy in Avon. 

 

Mr. Winkels reviewed the follow commission member’s term: 

 Craig Magnus: 12/2028 

 Joseph Wedel:  4/2027 

 Nathan Ronning: 11/2026 

 Bill Scepaniak: 2/2025 

 Allison Dudek: 12/2024 

 

Chairman Bill Scepaniak called for nominations for the position of Chairman and Acting 

Chairman of the Planning Commission for the year 2024. Mr. Wedel nominated Bill Scepaniak as 

Chairman and Allison Dudek as Acting Chairperson. After due discussion, a motion was made by Joseph 

Wedel and seconded by Nathan Ronning to appoint Bill Scepaniak as Chairman and Allison Dudek as 

Acting Chairperson.   All voted for the motion, and it carried. 

  

Chairman Bill Scepaniak called for any additions or corrections to the minutes of November 13, 

2023, and hearing none declared them approved. 

 

Pursuant to due notice, Chairman Bill Scepaniak called the public hearing into session at 6:35 

o’clock in the evening on a request by Matthew and Kendra Imdieke,  360 County Road 54, for a Zoning 

Ordinance Text Amendment, in the R1 Single Family District, Section 80.06, Subd.4 to add the option of 

an automatic pool cover that complies with ASTM F 1346-91 requirements in lieu of a fence around an in-

ground pool.   

 

 Mr. Winkels presented to the commission the following proposed amendment to Ordinance 80.06, 

Subd 4: 

 

CITY OF ALBANY 

AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 80.06 

SWIMMING POOLS 

 

The City Council for the City of Albany, HEREBY ORDAINS that Ordinance 80 Zoning shall be 

amended as follows: 

1. That Section 80.06, Subd. 4 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

“Subd. 4. All outdoor swimming pools existing and hereafter constructed, altered or reconstructed 

shall be completely enclosed by a non-climbable fence or barrier. All fence openings or points of entry into 

the pools or enclosure shall be equipped with gates. The fence and gates shall be at least five feet (5’) in 

height, but no more than six feet (6’) in height, and shall be constructed of materials approved by the City. 

All pools shall be provided with safeguards to prevent children from gaining uncontrolled access thereto. 
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All gates shall be equipped with self-closing and self-latching devices placed on the top of the gate or 

otherwise inaccessible to small children. All fence posts shall be decay or corrosion resistant and shall be 

set in concrete bases, or other suitable protection. No more than four inches (4”) of space shall be permitted 

between the bottom of the fence or barrier and the ground or other surface.   As an alternative to the fence 

or barrier required by this subdivision, in-ground pools may be fitted with an automatic pool cover that is 

certified and complies with ASTM F 1346-91 requirements. An “in-ground pool” is a pool that has been 

built into the ground so that the top of the walls sit flush with lawn or other yard surface.”   

 

 

Mr. Imdieke noted many cities have already amended their ordinance to allow “automatic” pool 

covers in lieu of a fence.   Mr. Winkels noted a proper notice was published in the Star Post on March 27th 

and no written comments were received.  Chairman Bill Scepaniak closed the public hearing at 6:50 PM.  

After due discussion, a motion was made by Joseph Wedel and seconded by Allison Dudek to recommend 

to the council the aforesaid ordinance amendment be approved.  All voted for the motion, and it carried. 

 

Mr. Winkels presented the commission of the following 2023 building permit recap: 

 

 Total Project Value: $27,367,329 ($18m+/- Albany School Early Learning Center) 

  Permit fees paid:      $127,196. 

  Plan Check fee:        $44,314. 

  State Sur-charge:      $11,144 (.0005 x valuation or $1.00) 

  Total fees collected: $182,654. 

 

  City’s Share (25%) of permit fees paid:       $31,799. 

  Inspectron share (75%) of permit fees paid: $95,397. 

  Inspectron (100%) plan check paid:             $ 44,314. 

  Inspectron adm. State filing fee:                   $125. 

  Total paid to Inspectron:                               $139,836 

 

  Building Permits issued:              409 (large hailstorm in May) 

  Re-roof/siding:             315+/- 

  Industrial/commercial:                    7 

  New Home:                                     2 

  Misc. Mech/Plumb/remodel, etc.:  85 

 

Mr. Winkels informed the commission he received the construction plans earlier in the day for The 

Mill Coffee Shop, 730 Church Avenue, and the owners are hoping to break ground within thirty days.  Mr. 

Winkels noted the construction plans will be reviewed by the city engineer.   

 

Mr. Winkels noted the Economic Development Authority (EDA) Revolving Storefront Loan 

program balance is $7,097.  Mr. Winkels noted there are no funds to replenish the program in the 2024 

budget.  

 

After due discussion, a motion was made by Joseph Wedel and seconded by Nathan Ronning to 

adjourn the meeting at 6:55PM. All voted for the motion, and it carried. 

 

 

 

Gary Winkels  

Clerk/Adm. 
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