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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 

Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:00 o’clock in the 

evening on Wednesday, December 19, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 

  

                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Jack Evens, and Daron Gersch.  

Councilor Tom Kasner was absent for the meeting.  

  

Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Jason Falconer, Police Chief, Avon Mayor John 

Grutsch, Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, Stan Hanson, the City Engineer with Stantec, Inc., Mike 

Kosik, Staff Writer, Albany Enterprise, Council Elect John R. Harlander, Council Elect Laurie Dingmann, 

and the following students from the Albany High School:  Callie Schleicher, Taryn Hollenkamp, Matthew 

Schlangen, Erin Fautsch, and Kari Haynes. 

 

After due discussion, a motion was made by John Greer and seconded by Jack Evens to authorize 

the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 62907 to 62960 and 14649 to 14683.  All voted for the 

motion and it carried.  The complete check register is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Adm. for public 

inspection during regular office hours.  

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on December 5th and hearing none declared them approved.    

 

Dean Mitchell, Fire Chief, Albany Fire Department, Inc., appeared before the Council to inform 

the Council that the following 2013 officers were elected by the said Department: Dean Mitchell, Fire 

Chief, Gary Winkels, Assistant Chief, Kurt Richter, Assistant Chief, Steve Frericks, Secretary and Jamie 

Thelen, Treasurer.  Mr. Mitchell thanked Mayor Dennis J. Sand and Councilor Jack Evens for their many 

years of support and participation on the Albany Area Fire Board.   

 

Mr. Hanson appeared before the Council to present the plans and specifications for the 2013 

Railroad Avenue (T.H. #238) Improvements.    Mr. Hanson informed the Council that MnDOT approved 

the plans and specifications which include the following: grading, bituminous mill and overlay, bituminous 

and concrete surfacing, sidewalk, ADA improvements, lighting, storm sewer, and municipal utility 

construction and other associated construction upon, along and adjacent to T.H. #238 (8
th

 Street and 

Railroad Avenue) from approximately County Road No. 10/#41 to 1
st
 Street.   Mr. Hanson noted that the 

aforesaid improvements will also include a new sidewalk and ornamental street lighting between 8
th

 and 9
th

 

Street on Railroad Avenue. Mr. Hanson noted that the improvements will be completed in two phases with 

phase one beginning at 5
th

 Street and ending at 1
st
 Street on Railroad Avenue and the second phase between 

8
th

 Street and 5
th

 Street on Railroad Avenue.  Mr. Hanson informed the Council that the total project costs 

are estimated to be $4 million and the State’s participation is $2,418,350.    Mr. Hanson presented to the 

Council a proposed Cooperative Construction Agreement for the Council to consider for approval which 

outlines specific terms and conditions that each jurisdiction will be responsible for during the course of the 

project improvements. Mr. Hanson also noted that the bid date is set for 10:00 o’clock in the morning on 

January 18, 2013 and the final assessment hearing for benefitted properties adjacent to the improvements is 

tentatively scheduled for March 6, 2013.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Jack Evens who 

introduced the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-21 

CITY OF ALBANY ENTERING INTO MnDOT AGREEMENT NO. 98620 

WITH THE STATE OF MINNESOTA, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 

The motion for the foregoing resolution was seconded by John Greer and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors John Greer, Daron Gersch, and Jack Evens, and none voted against the same whereupon the 

said Resolution were declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution is on file at 

the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 
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After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch who introduced the following 

Resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-17 

APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

AND ORDERING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

 

The motion for the foregoing resolution was seconded by John Greer and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors John Greer, Daron Gersch, and Jack Evens, and none voted against the same whereupon the 

said Resolution were declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution is on file at 

the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Mr. Mergen informed the Council that the property at 720 3
rd

 Avenue is vacant and recommended 

the past due water bill be certified to the Stearns County Auditor for collection.  After due discussion, a 

motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by Jack Evens to authorize the unpaid water bill at 720 

3
rd

 Avenue to be certified to the Stearns County Auditor for collection in the year 2013 in the amount of 

$310.37.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council that the three-year Park Board term of Ross Voit will expire 

on December 31, 2012 and Mr. Voit indicated he would accept if considered for reappointment.  After due 

discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Dennis J. Sand and seconded by John Greer to reappoint Mr. Voit 

to a three-year term on the Park Board. All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Councilor Jack Evens, Albany Golf Club Liaison, reported that the new lawn mower that had been 

discussed at a previous Council meeting was purchased and delivered to the golf course maintenance shop.   

Mr. Evens noted that the Golf Board approved the 2013 membership rates and is offering discounts if 

purchased early to encourage early payment.  

 

Mr. Falconer presented to the Council his letter of resignation as Police Chief for the Albany 

Police Department effective January 22, 2013 having an opportunity to expand his firearms training 

business.   Mr. Falconer informed the Council that he has truly enjoyed the opportunity the Council had 

given him in appointing him as the Police Chief and noted he would be willing to remain as a part-time 

Police Chief after January 22
nd

 until a replacement can be determined.    After due discussion, a motion was 

made by John Greer and seconded by Daron Gersch to accept the resignation of Mr. Falconer as Police 

Chief for the Albany Police Department effective January 22, 2013.   All voted for the motion and it 

carried.   Mayor Dennis J. Sand, with the consensus of the Council, thanked Mr. Falconer for his leadership 

and management of the Police Department personnel, training, and equipment. 

 

Council John Greer noted that several years ago the Albany and Avon Police Departments had 

discussed the possibility of entering into a joint powers agreement to provide greater and more efficient 

police protection services to both communities and questioned if it may be prudent to continue those 

discussions.    John Grutsch, Mayor of the City of Avon, informed the Council that he would be willing to 

participate in those discussions. Mr. Evens recommended that research be conducted by City Staff before 

any final decision is considered by contacting other cities in the State that have combined or disbanded 

police departments that provided police protection to multiple cities.   

 

David Drown, David Drown Associates, the City Financial Consultant, appeared before the 

Council to discuss financing the 2013 Railroad Avenue (T.H. 238) Improvements.    After due discussion, a 

motion was made by John Greer who introduced the following two resolutions and moved their adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-20 

PROVIDING FOR THE COMPETITIVE NEGOTIATED SALE OF 

$1,080,000 G.O. PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT REVOLVING FUND BOND 

SERIES 2013A 
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RESOLUTION 2012-22 

COVENANTING AND OBLIGATING THE CITY TO BE BOUND BY AND TO USE 

THE PROVISIONS OF MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION 446A.086 

TO GUARANTEE THE PAYMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST ON ITS 

$1,080,000 G.O. PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT REVOLVING FUND BONDS, SERIES 

2013A 

 

The motion for the foregoing resolutions was seconded by Jack Evens and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors John Greer, Daron Gersch, and Jack Evens, and none voted against the same whereupon the 

said Resolutions were declared duly passed and adopted.   The full texts of the said Resolutions are on file 

at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Mr. Schneider presented to the Council the proposed 2013 Budget and the amount of property 

taxes the City proposes to collect to pay for the costs of services the City will provide in the year 2013. 

After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch who introduced the following Resolution and 

moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-18 

APPROVING THE 2012 TAX LEVY, COLLECTIBLE IN 2013 

Total Levy: $676,289 

 

 The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by John Greer and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors Daron Gersch, John Greer, and Jack Evens, and none voted against the same whereupon the 

said Resolution declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution and 2013 Budget is 

on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand informed the Council that the Warming House will be open for skating 

when the ice conditions on North Lake are safe. 

 

The Council took notice of a Minnesota Lawful Gambling Off-site application submitted by the 

Albany Lions Club to conduct a raffle on February 8, 2013 in conjunction with their annual Sweetheart 

Dinner/Show at Paul’s Par-A-Dice.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Jack Evens who 

introduced the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-19 

APPROVING MINNESOTA OFF-SITE LAWFUL GAMBLING 

 

 The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by John Greer and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors Daron Gersch, John Greer and Jack Evens and none voted against the same whereupon the said 

Resolution declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution is on file at the office of 

the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

The Council took notice of an amendment to Ordinance 21, City Administration, to change the 

time of the Council meetings from 6:00 PM to 6:30 PM effective January 1, 2013.  After due discussion, a 

motion was made by John Greer who introduced the following Ordinance amendment and moved its 

adoption: 

 

AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 21 

CITY ADMINISTRATION 

 

The City Council for the City of Albany, HEREBY ORDAINS that Ordinance 21 of the Albany City Code 

is hereby amended as follows: 
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1. That Section 21.01, Subd. 1 of the Albany City Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

“Section 21.01, Subd. 1: Regular Meetings:  The City Council shall hold regular meetings on the 

first (1
st
) and third (3

rd
) Wednesday of each month beginning at 6:30 p.m.  If the regular meeting 

falls upon a legal holiday, the meeting shall be held the day before or after a legal holiday.” 

 

This amendment shall become effective upon adoption and publication. 

 

This Ordinance was approved by the majority of the City Council of Albany on this 19
th

 day of 

December, 2012. 

 

_____________________    __________________________ 

Dennis J. Sand, Mayor    Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 

 

 ( S E A L ) 

 

The motion for the foregoing ordinance amendment was seconded by Daron Gersch and after a 

full discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor 

Dennis J. Sand, Councilors John Greer, Daron Gersch, and Jack Evens, and none voted against the same 

whereupon the said Amendment were declared duly passed and adopted.    

 

The Council took notice of the proposed draft of the 2013 Personnel Policy.   After due discussion, 

a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by John Greer to approve the said Policy.  All voted for 

the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Elect Daron Gersch presented a plaque to Councilor Jack Evens whose term will expire on 

December 31
st
.   Mr. Gersch informed the public and others present for the meeting that Mr. Evens was 

appointed to the City Council for a Council term beginning January 1, 1992.  Mr. Gersch noted that after a 

short absence on the Council from 2002 until 2007, Mr. Evens served on the Council for a period of sixteen 

(16) years.  Mr. Gersch also noted that Mr. Evens served on several advisory boards for the City and 

thanked him for his many years of public service to the community. 

 

Mayor Elect Daron Gersch also presented a plague to Mayor Dennis J. Sand for twenty-eight (28) 

years of unselfish dedication and commitment to public service as Mayor and a past Council member. Mr. 

Gersch noted that Mayor Dennis J. Sand was elected to the City Council in 1985 and served on several 

advisory boards for the City and thanked him for his many years of public service. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, January 2, 2013 and adjourned the meeting at 7:35 PM.      

  

 

 

________________________ 

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


