ALBANY CITY COUNCIL February 15, 2012

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of
Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Acting Mayor John Greer at 6:00 o’clock in the
evening on Wednesday, February 15, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.

Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Tom Kasner, and Jack Evens.
Mayor Dennis J. Sand and Councilor Daron Gersch were absent for the meeting.

Also present were: Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Stan Hanson, City Engineer, Stantec, Inc., Joe
Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise.

After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by Jack Evens to authorize
the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 62069 to 62114 and 14312 to 14327. All voted for the
motion and it carried.

Acting Mayor John Greer called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular
meeting held on February 1st and hearing none declared them approved.

Jeff Johnson, Stearns County Appraiser for the Stearns County Assessor’s Office, the City’s
appointed Assessor, appeared before the Council to present information pertaining to the 2012 Annual
Assessor’s Report and taxes payable for the year 2013.  Mr. Johnson noted that the City’s Board of
Review/equalization meeting will be held at 5:30 PM, on Wednesday, May 2nd at City Hall and notices to
be mailed to property owners in the month of April. Mr. Johnson noted that an informational meeting will
be held at City Hall before the Board of Review meeting to allow property owners an opportunity to review
their property details privately.

Ed Adelmann, Karen Adelmann, and Tom Adelmann, Albany, and Cindy Bruggenthies, Albany
Librarian, were present for the meeting.

Tom Adelman, a member of the Albany Boy Scouts, appeared before the Council to present his
Eagle Scout Project for the Albany Public Library. Mr. Adelmann informed the Council that his project
will include installing eight new book shelves to increase the book selection which includes minor revisions
to the shelving in the youth section to improve access and selection. Mr. Adelmann noted that the
expenses for the improvements will be paid by donations. Acting Mayor John Greer, with the consensus of
the Council, had no objection to the proposed shelving project.

Randy Ritter appeared before the Council on behalf of the Albany Area Jaycees, to request
approval for an Event Permit for the annual Ice Cup Golf Challenge to be held on the North Lake on
Saturday, February 25th. Mr. Ritter informed the Council that there will be no changes for the event
compared to previous years activities. Mr. Ritter noted that there are fifty-two teams with five individuals
per team that compete against each other in a scramble format which requires each individual to hit a golf
ball on fairways constructed on the ice selecting the best shot from the five players. Mr. Ritter also
requested that a Police Officer speak to the contestants before the start to assure that everyone participating
in the event has a safe and fun experience. Mr. Falconer informed the Council that an officer will gladly
speak to the contestants. After due discussion, a motion was made by Jack Evens and seconded by Tom
Kasner to approve the said Permit. All voted for the motion and it carried.

Traci Ryan, the City Economic Development Consultant, David Drown Associates, Inc., was
present for the meeting.

Pursuant to due notice, at 6:30 PM Acting Mayor John Greer called the public hearing into session
to obtain citizen comments on the implementation of a project funded by the Minnesota Department of
Employment and Economic Development (DEED) on behalf of the Wells Concrete Project of the City of
Albany. No written comments were received and no members from the public were present for the
meeting. Ms. Ryan appeared before the Council to inform the Council that the total amount of funds
provided to the project by the Minnesota Investment Fund (MIF) from DEED was $1,000,000 which funds
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were used as a grant for infrastructure and a loan for machinery/equipment for the company. Ms. Ryan
reported that the project expenses reported by the company were nearly $37 million dollars. Ms. Ryan
also noted that the City had requested one grant adjustment during the project that related to the final close
out period. Acting Mayor John Greer noted that this project has had a tremendous economic impact to the
City and surrounding area and thanked everyone who was involved in attracting the company to Albany.
Acting Mayor John Greer closed the public hearing at 6:35 PM. Ms. Ryan informed the Council that the
final paperwork will be provided to DEED in a week or so which should close out the project.

Ms. Ryan informed the Council that the City’s pre-application for a Small Cities Development
Program (SCDP) grant administered by the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic
Development (DEED) for the rehabilitation of commercial businesses along Railroad Avenue or mainstreet
was denied. Ms. Ryan noted that alternatives for funding a commercial rehabilitation project in Albany
will be discussed at the next City’s Economic Development Authority (EDA) meeting.

Mark Klaphake, General Manager Star Publications, and Joyce Frericks, Business Manager Star
Publications dba Albany Enterprise were present for the meeting.

Mr. Klaphake presented to the Council a proposed draft of marketing materials to be distributed
for the 2012 Railroad Avenue (T.H. #238) Improvements. = Mr. Klaphake noted that the Downtown
Committee has been very busy discussing and preparing a final draft for the Council to review. Mr.
Klaphake also noted that the cost of materials which include preparation of business signs is nearly $6,800.
Mr. Hanson noted that other cities have incurred similar costs for reconstruction projects affecting
mainstreet businesses and thanked the Albany Enterprise staff for preparing the information in such a
timely manner. Councilor Tom Kasner noted that information will be published weekly in the Albany
Enterprise and additional business advertising in the Mid-Minnesota Shopper.  Acting Mayor John Greer
thanked Mr. Klaphake and Ms. Frericks for preparing the marketing materials and noted that the
information will be presented to the entire Council at the next meeting for final additions or corrections to
the materials.

Mr. Hanson appeared before the Council to inform the Council that he has not heard from
MnDOT that the plans and specifications were being reviewed for the 2012 Railroad Avenue (T.H. #238)
Improvements. Mr. Hanson noted that he is hoping that approval will be forthcoming to allow the project
to begin in May as previously scheduled.

Mr. Mergen presented to the Council a proposed resolution to Ordinance 14, Section 14.01 that
allows the City Council to impose an administrative fine for code violation of Ordinance 41, Section 41.01,
Subd. 1(b) that requires property owners to remove snow and ice from sidewalks adjacent to their
properties within 24 hours written notice from the City. Mr. Mergen recommended that the City Council
consider charging property owners an administrative penalty of $1.00 per lineal foot of property line up to a
maximum of $300 for failure to remove snow and/or ice from their sidewalk. Mr. Mergen noted that many
business owners and residential properties adjacent to a sidewalk on Railroad Avenue (Mainstreet) and side
streets fail to remove snow and/or ice after a minimal snowfall event which results in the potential for an
individual to slip/fall. Acting Mayor John Greer noted that the City should identify a boundary or define a
specific area if the Council considers the resolution. ~Mr. Mergen updated the Council on the current
boundary being cleared from snow by a local contractor hired by the City and noted that the snow is only
cleared at the direction of the City; whereas after smaller snow events it’s the responsibility of the property
owner to keep the sidewalk clear of snow and/or ice, but the City does not have a penalty in appendix A of
the code book. Acting Mayor John Greer directed Mr. Mergen to prepare the appropriate revisions to the
Ordinance for the Council to discuss at the next Council meeting.

Councilor Jack Evens reported to the Council that the Albany Area Fire Board held a meeting on
February 9th to approve the 2011 operation expenses reimbursement schedule by the Albany Fire
Department and 2012 Capital Equipment fund contribution by the City, Townships of Albany, Farming,
and Krain. Mr. Evens noted that a Mutual Aid Agreement was executed between the Albany Fire
Department and newly formed Chain of Lakes Fire Department.
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Councilor Jack Evens also reported that the Albany Golf Club will begin in a month to prepare to
open the club for the 2012 golf season and noted three positions for the board will be up for re-election at
the annual Stockholders meeting. MTr. Evens also noted that the website for the club has been redesigned
and is easy for users to access information on club activities.

Mr. Falconer presented to the Council the Albany City Annual Misdemeanor Prosecution Contract
Report for 2011 prepared by Janelle P. Kendall, Stearns County Attorney. Mr. Falconer noted that the
department’s relationship with the County Attorney’s office has been very well received and improved law
enforcement’s ability to respond effectively to law violations in a timely manner. Mr. Falconer reported
that the Albany Police Department responded to 1,969 total calls in 2011 compared to 1,681 in 2010.

Mr. Schneider presented to the Council an amendment to Ordinance 71 that would replace
language that requires an owner to provide the City with a rabies certificate within two (2) years
immediately preceding issuance of a license. Mr. Schneider noted that new vaccines for rabies have a
longer duration and recommended an amendment to the ordinance. After due discussion, a motion was
made by Tom Kasner and seconded by Jack Evens to approve the aforesaid amendment to Ordinance 71,
Section 71.12, Subd. 1. All voted for the motion and it carried.

The Council took notice of two Minnesota Lawful Gambling Exempt Permit Applications
submitted by the Church of Seven Dolors for the following activities: 1) Holy Family School annual golf
tournament raffle on June 25"; and 2) Church Bazaar bingo, raffle, and pull-tabs on August Sth. After due
discussion, a motion was made by Jack Evens and seconded by Tom Kasner to approve the said
Applications. All voted for the motion and it carried.

Acting Mayor John Greer announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the
evening on Wednesday, March 7th, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 7:50 PM.

Tom Schneider
Clerk/Adm.



