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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 
Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:00 o’clock in the 
evening on Wednesday,  February 1, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 
  
                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Tom Kasner, Daron Gersch, and 
Jack Evens. None were absent for the meeting.  
  

Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Stan Hanson, City Engineer, Stantec, Inc., Joe 
Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise.   
 

After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by Jack Evens to authorize 
the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 62041 to 62068 and 14297 to 14311.  All voted for the 
motion and it carried. 
 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 
held on January 18th and hearing none declared them approved.  
 

Mr. Mergen presented to the Council a list of property owners that have not paid their water bills 
after receiving multiple notices that their water bill was past due pursuant to Ordinance 30. Councilor 
Daron Gersch questioned if delinquencies would be less if the City should consider monthly water bills 
rather than bi-monthly.  Mr. Schneider noted that it may reduce the number of delinquencies, but probably 
minimal being the same individuals that are on the current list were the same on the past due list when the 
City billed quarterly.  Mayor Dennis J. Sand with the consensus of the Council directed Mr. Mergen to 
make one last contact with the property owners to encourage payment to prevent their water service from 
being discontinued pursuant to Ordinance 30.    

 
Marcia Hallermann, Brooten, MN, appeared before the Council to inform the Council that she is 

purchasing the former Well Saloon building at 411 Railroad Avenue and will be operating a liquor 
establishment.   Ms. Hallermann questioned if she will be able to obtain an off-sale liquor license being the 
former operation was granted an off-sale liquor license.   Mr. Schneider informed the Council that there are 
no off-sale liquor licenses available per Ordinance 60.04, Subd. 10 and will review the MN Statute that 
may have additional information on the number permitted for a City. 

 
Mr. Hanson appeared before the Council to present information to the Council regarding the 

timeframe or schedule for the 2012 Railroad Avenue (T.H. #238) Improvements.  Mr. Hanson noted that he 
has met with representatives from XCEL Energy regarding the proposed removal (re-route) or relocation of 
the overhead electrical wires behind the sidewalk between 1st and 2nd Street on Railroad Avenue.  Mr. 
Hanson also noted that if the overhead electrical wires are removed from this area, the cost estimate to re-
route is nearly $40,000 and if the City proceeds, XCEL Energy will require a $5,000 fee for design and 
preparation of construction materials, etc. Mayor Dennis J. Sand encouraged Council members to view the 
area before the next meeting to determine if the overhead wires should be re-routed or just moved behind 
the sidewalk with higher poles.   

 
The Council took notice of a Minnesota Lawful Gambling Exempt Permit Application submitted 

by the Knights of Columbus for their annual raffle to be conducted on April 30th.     After due discussion, a 
motion was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by John Greer to approve the said Application.  All voted 
for the motion and it carried. 

 
Mr. Kasner informed the Council that there is a Albany Area Fire Board meeting on February 9th 

to discuss the Albany Fire Departments 2011 department operations reimbursement, 2012 department 
activities, and proposed Mutual Aid Agreement with the newly formed Chain of Lakes Fire Department. 

 
Mr. Schneider informed the Council that after researching website design information, it is 

recommended that the City proceed with GovOffice, a leading provider of public sector website solutions 
and content management technology which is offered as a discount to participating cities that are members 
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with the League of MN Cities (LMC).    Mr. Schneider provided to the Council examples of websites of 
nearby cities who utilize GovOffice website designs. Mr. Schneider noted that the City would be in 
complete control of our website by easily adding and deleting content as needed.   Mr. Schneider also noted 
that the cost of the website and support is $3,500.  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, with the consensus of the 
Council, directed Mr. Schneider to proceed to create a new website for the City.  

 
Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, February 15, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 7:30 PM.     
  
 
________________________ 
Tom Schneider   
Clerk/Adm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
  
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
  
   
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
  
  
   


