G'Suffa loosely translated from German means to drink.
This site is a collaboration of the efforts of one small town
to capitalize on a single word, What started in 1960 in the
town of Albany Minnesota, when a total of 7 barrels of
beer were sold, is nothing short of astonishing.(for more
info on Albany click here for addtional sites) In 1960 the
town held a festival called Barley Pop Days. It seems to
have gone well, but the next year the organizers called
their festival G'Suffa days, what else changed seems to
have been little. They did however add a theme song "'In
Munchen Steht Ein Hofbrauhaus' roughly translated
that means "In Munich stands a Café". And actually the |
word G'Suffa came straight out of this song from a phrase -
that goes "Ein, Zwei, G'Suffa", translation "One, Two,
Drink." This song was played on the loudspeakers at the
beer tent that was manned by the volunteer firefighters of
the town. With this little town having deep roots in
Germany, it would seem appropriate that any festival
would have a theme borrowed from Germany. Somewhat a resemblance of the famed
Oktoberfest in Munich, Germany. (for more info check out the site below to Bavaria region of
Germany) In the early years of this celebration you could even buy the lederhosen the caps and
other articles of clothing worn by Germans in their native country.

Some things of interest, besides the number of people that attended this festival. G'Suffa Days
was always held during the week. At first the festival was held on a Tuesday and a Wednesday.
In the later years that was moved to a Monday and a Tuesday. At least two different Minnesota
Governors attended the parades. By purchasing a button for $1.00, the holder was given a bier
stein like the one pictured on each of the following pages, plus it was filled with beer for that
same price. Sadly in 1967 the organizers reported that, because of the increased cost of the
steins, the price would now have to go up to $1.50.

With such a large celebration and e St. Anna
support needed, the organizers e Melrose
called on businesses in the e Cold Spring
surrounding towns to sponsor some e Richmond
aspects of the festivals. many were e St. Rosa
in the form of floats for the parades. o St Joseph
As you page through the different o Holdingford
vears you will notice that each years e Farming
mugs starting in 1962 lists towns e St. Martin
around the picture, Those towns e St. Anthony
were the sponsors for this festival. o New Munich
To the right is a list of those towns. e Avon

o Freeport

« St. Francis



A list of festival attendee number is
shown below, the year and
estimated number of persons in
attendence is shown below.

1961 - 5,000 attendees

1962 - 10,000 attendees
1963 - 12,000 attendees
1964 - 26,000 attendees
1965 - 40,000 attendees
1966 - 25,000 attendees
1967 - 42,000 attendees
1968 - 35,000 attendees
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Page Links As the name implies, beer [ o ¢

- was a large part of this
@MI&] Facts|l two day festival. The

1962 || picture on the right still
_J . -J acts| hangs in the Fire Hall
——JL___ldisplaying the amount of
| ll 1964 || beer that was consumed.
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Fact

To begin your tour of this memorable festival, click on a link in the grid
to the left. Clicking on a picture of a mug will bring you to the top of
22| that year's page with a picture of that year's mug. Click on the "facts"
to jump to the text within that page.
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Suffra Bays
1961

G 'suffa 1961 the start of a memorable festival for a run of 8 years. This
year, with an attendance of 5,000, made quite a jump from last year's Barley
Pop days. This year a button was sold at a cost of $1.00 that entitled the
holder to a bier stein pictured above and a stein full of beer. The Parade was
quite & success with floats from all the surrounding communities. A singing
contest was held and broadcast by the local radio station KASM. Other
features included a kiddy parade and carnival rides provided by Carrol
Companies.

The official count on barrels of beer sold was 46. Quite an increase from the 7
last year.

ESuTe Bayg
1962

G 'suffa 1962, building off the success of last year's festival the attendance
grew astronomically. This vear, with an attendance of 10,000, doubled the
number of people attending the two day festival. This year a button was sold
again at a cost of $1.00 that entitled the holder to a bier stein pictured above &8
and a stein full of beer. The Parade was again a success with more floats, than |
the year before, from all the surrounding communities. A singing contest was
held again and broadcast by the local radio station KASM., Other features
included a kiddy parade and carnival rides provided by Carrol Companies.

The official count on barrels of beer sold was 69, Quite an increase from the
46 last year.




FSuTe Bays
196 3

G 'suffa 1963, building off the success of last 2 year's festivals the attendance
again grew. This year, with an attendance of 12,000, increased the number of
people attending the two day festival by 2,000 over last year. This year a
button was sold again at a cost of $1.00 that entitled the holder to a bier stein
pictured above and a stein full of beer. The Parade was again a success with
more floats, than the year before, from all the surrounding communities. A e
singing contest was held again and broadcast by the local radio station .
KASM. Other features included a kiddy parade and camival rides provided by
Carrol Companies.
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The official count on barre}s of beer sold was 157, Quite an increase from the
69 last year. And an huge jump when compared to the number of persons attending over last year.

FSuTy Bays
1964

G 'sufia 1964, building again off the success of last 3 year's festivals the
attendance grew astronomically. This year, with an attendance of 26,000,
'more than doubled the number of people attending the two day festival.
Already amazing attendance records from last year in this little town of 1400,
those records just continue to be broken. This year a button was sold again at
acost of $1.00 that entitled the holder to a bier stein pictured above and a
'stein full of beer. The Parade was again a success with more floats, than the
‘year before, from all the surrounding communities. A singing contest was
held again and broadcast by the local radio station KASM. Other features
included a kiddy parade and carnival rides provided by Carrol Companies.

The official count on barrels of beer sold was 218. Quite an increase from the
157 last year. But, the amount of consumption for the amount of attendees seems to be down slightly.




Siffe Bays
1965

G 'suffa 1965, building off the success of last year’s festival the attendance
grew astronomically. This year, with an attendance of 40,000, another huge
increase from last year's 26,000 people attending the two day festival. This
year a button was sold again at a cost of $1.00 that entitled the holder to a :
bier stein pictured above and a stein full of beer. One big change this year was T B
the design of the stein. Although the logo remained the same the shape of the
stein changed radically. The Parade was again a success with more floats,
than the year before, from all the surrounding communities. A singing contest
was held again and broadcast by the local radio station KASM. Other features
included a kiddy parade and carnival rides provided by Carrol Companies.

The official count on barrels of beer sold was 388. Quite an increase from the
218 last year. A record number that never was broken. This year
approximately 2 railcars full of beer were unloaded from the Great Northern rail siding at the park.

i ESiifFg Bays
' 1966

G 'sufta 1966, continuing the success of last year's festival this year's
attendance was off a bit. Due to cold weather this year, attendance was at

| 26,000 for thg two day festival, This year a button was sold again at a cost of
$1.00 that entitled the holder to a bier stein pictured above and a stein full of [
beer. The Parade was again a success with more floats, than the year before,

’ from all the surrounding communities. A singing contest was held again and
broadcast by the local radio station KASM. Other features included a kiddy
parade and carnival rides provided by Carrol Companies.

The official count on barrels of beer sold was 267. Not quite u
Z to the record
from the 388 last year. But, still nearly a railcar and a haciﬁ 2 ‘
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ESufe Bays
1967

G 'suffa 1967, continuing with the success of past 6 year's festivals the
attendance rebounded this year. This year, with an attendance of 42,000,
broke all records for the number of people attending the two day festival.
‘This year a button was sold at a cost of $1.50 that entitled the holder to a bier

'stein pictured above and a stein full of beer. Unfortunately that price forthe | "";9"'""“- :
button rose by 50%. According to the organizers the cost of the steins - &
increased. The Parade was again a success with more floats, than the year : ol

before, from all the surrounding communities. A singing contest was held s e
again and broadcast by the local radio station KASM. Other features included
a kiddy parade and carnival rides provided by Carrol Companies.

‘The official count on barrels of beer sold was 286. A slight increase from the
267 last year. However, increased police presence probably held those
numbers a little lower,

ST Bays
1968

G 'suffa 1968, continuing with the success of past 7 year's of this festival the
attendance was off slightly, This year, with an attendance of 35,000, the
number of people attending the two day festival was slightly down from a
record of 42,000. This year a button was sold again at a cost of $1.50 that
entitled the holder to a bier stein pictured above and a stein full of beer. The p

' Parade was again a success with more floats, than the year before, from all S Q H&J ‘ﬁ
the surrounding communities. A singing contest was held again and broadcast & - S»

by the local radio station KASM. Other features included a kiddy parade and ; ~

| carnival rides provided by Carrol Companies.

| The official count on barrels of beer sold was 271. Slightly less than the 286
last year.




