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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 
Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:00 o’clock in the 
evening on Wednesday,  January 18, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 
  
                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Tom Kasner, Daron Gersch, and 
Jack Evens. None were absent for the meeting.  
  

Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Stan Hanson, City Engineer, Stantec, Inc., Joe 
Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, Jason Falconer, Police Chief, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany 
Enterprise.  The following Albany Girls Scout Troop 206 members and parents were present for the 
meeting: Holly Mayers, Staci Mayers, Paige Linn, Jessica Linn, Amanda Kokett, Gail Kokett, Elexis 
Vogel, Jackie Vogel, Jessica Ohmann, Kaylee Peternell, Clare Lamb, and Maureen Graham. 
 

After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by Daron Gersch to 
authorize the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 61990 to 62040 and 14282 to 14296.  All 
voted for the motion and it carried. 

 
Councilor John Greer arrived for the meeting at 6:03 PM. 
 
Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on January 4th and hearing none declared them approved.  
 

Mr. Hanson appeared before the Council to inform the Council that a left turn lane on 8th Street 
south of Railroad Avenue ending at County Roads 41/10 may be constructed within the right of way on at 
an estimated cost of nearly $100,000 for the purpose of alleviating traffic congestion on 8th Street.   Mr. 
Hanson also noted that it may be prudent to wait a few years to construct a multi-use trail on the west side 
of the roadway on 8th Street for the purpose of connecting the Lake Wobegon Trail to the Dairyland Trail 
(Albany to Brooten, MN) being it will take several years to complete final construction of the Dairyland 
Trail due to extensive costs to repair bridges on the trail.   Councilor John Greer noted that early estimates 
to repair the former CP Sooline Railroad Bridge across Interstate 94 and Stearns Co. Rd. #157 which is 
included in the designation of the Dairyland Trail may be in excess of $100,000.   Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 
with the consensus of the Council, instructed Mr. Hanson to include in the 2012 Railroad Avenue (T.H. 
#238) Improvements a left turn lane on 8th Street between Railroad Avenue and County Roads 41/10 and 
not to construct at this point in time any trail improvements in the same area.  

 
Mr. Hanson informed the Council that the next Mainstreet Committee meeting will be held at City 

Hall on January 26th for the purpose of providing a progress update on the 2012 Railroad Avenue (T.H. 
#238) Improvements.  Mr. Hanson also noted that Judy Jacobs, a Communication Specialist with MnDOT, 
will be attending the meeting to assist the committee in providing project outreach and education 
components to the businesses and residents of the community that relate to the aforesaid improvements.  

 
Mr. Hanson also noted that he is still researching options with the assistance from XCEL Energy 

representatives that may allow the overhead wires between 1st and 2nd Street on Railroad Avenue to be 
relocated underground and will provide additional information to the Council at a future meeting. 

 
The Council took notice of a MN Lawful Gambling exempt permit application request by the 

Church of Seven Dolors to conduct their annual bingo activity on Sunday, April 1st by the Christian 
Mothers group.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by Jack Evens to 
approve the said application.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 
Mr. Schneider informed the Council that the City’s website is no longer compatible to the server 

that Albany Mutual Telephone recently upgraded which caused the website to not function properly.   Mr. 
Schneider noted a new website design may cost nearly $8,000 depending on design, support, training, 
content or size of the website.   Mr. Greer informed the Council that it’s been his experience that providing 
government activities and data information on a website are very important and recommended that the 
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City’s website be updated being it was created nearly 12 years ago.   Mayor Dennis J. Sand, with the 
consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Schneider to research area marketing or advertising companies that 
provide website design services.  

 
The Council took notice of a 2012 Pay Equity Implementation Report prepared by Kathleen 

Murphy, Murphy Management Consultants, Eagan, MN, which is a job evaluation system used to measure 
skill, effort, responsibility, and working conditions under the same system for all classes of public 
employees.  Mr. Schneider informed the Council that the State Job Match system confirmed that the City of 
Albany is in compliance with the State Pay Equity Act, Minnesota Statutes 471.991 to 471.999 and 
recommend approval of the said Report.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and 
seconded by John Greer to approve the 2012 Pay Equity Implementation Report and directed Mr. 
Schneider to submit the information to the Pay Equity Coordinator at the Minnesota Management and 
Budget Offices.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 
Mr. Schneider presented to the Council a Water Tower Antenna Lease Agreement between the 

City and Albany Mutual Telephone Association.  Mr. Schneider informed the Council that the City collects 
$900 per month for three panel antennas located on the City’s Water Tower, but Albany Mutual Telephone 
Association no longer wishes to enter into a three year lease and recommended to the Council that a month 
to month lease be considered.   Mr. Schneider reminded the Council that in 2011 the Council approved a 
request by Albany Mutual Telephone Association to terminate the lease prior to the end of the lease 
agreement period and did not object to a month to month lease agreement.   After due discussion, a motion 
was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by Jack Evens to authorize John Greer, the Acting Mayor to enter 
into the Water Tower Antenna Lease Agreement on behalf of the City.  Voting for the motion were Acting 
Mayor John Greer, Councilors Tom Kasner, Jack Evens, and John Greer and none voted against.  Mayor 
Dennis Sand abstained and the motion carried. 

 
Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, February 1, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 6:45 PM.     
  
Tom Schneider   
Clerk/Adm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
  
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 


