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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 

Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:00 o’clock in the 

evening on Wednesday,  January 4, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 

  

                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Daron Gersch, and Jack Evens. 

Councilor Tom Kasner was absent for the meeting.  

  

Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Stan Hanson, Joe Mergen, Public Works 

Supervisor, Jason Falconer, Police Chief, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise.  The following 

students from the Albany Area Schools Economics class were present for the meeting:  Mara Doebler, 

Brittany Niezgocki, and Annie Lund. 

 

After due discussion, a motion was made by Jack Evens and seconded by Daron Gersch to 

authorize the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 61970 to 61989 and 14268 to 14281.  All 

voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on December 21
st
 and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Councilor John Greer arrived for the meeting at 6:05 PM.  

 

Dean Mitchell, Fire Chief Albany Fire Department, appeared before the Council to discuss mutual 

aid agreements between area fire departments and the newly formed Chain of Lakes Fire Department near 

the City of Richmond in Wakefield Township.   Mr. Mitchell also reported that the following individuals 

we voted by the department personnel as officers in the department:  Dean Mitchell, Chief, Joe Gilk, 

Assistant Chief, Gary Winkels, Assistant Chief, Steve Frericks, Secretary, and Jamie Thelen, Treasurer.   

Mr. Mitchell also reported that they responded to 172 calls last year which is an increase of nearly 45 calls 

compared to prior years.   Mr. Mitchell also reported to the Council the department’s participation in the 

Swany White Flour Mill fire in Freeport, MN which totally destroyed the building on December 27
th

.  Mr. 

Mitchell noted that it was one of the largest structural fires in the area many years and the other 

departments that responded to the fire were Freeport, Melrose, St. Martin, Avon, and Sauk Centre.   

 

Terri Gertken, owner of the Albany Antique Center, 740 Railroad Avenue, was present for the 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council and members from the public present for the meeting that the 

City’s contamination grant cleanup application was not approved by the MN Department of Employment 

and Economic Development (DEED) for the Albany Antique Center, 740 Railroad Avenue and that the 

Council can either proceed to acquire the property on or before March 1
st
 per the purchase agreement, 

extend the purchase agreement or let it expire.   Mr. Hanson noted that the City can re-apply to DEED for 

monies for a contamination grant on or before May 1st, but if no end user of the property can be identified 

it will not be approved.  Councilor Jack Evens noted that the property is valuable to the City for several 

reasons but most importantly to widen the intersection (8
th

 St./Railroad Avenue) to improve vehicle and 

pedestrian safety being the intersection is the main entrance to the community.  Mr. Evens also noted that if 

purchased the City can control the future use of the property for redevelopment being a highly visible site 

at one of the busiest intersections in the community.    Mr. Schneider noted that individuals have shown an 

interest in the property, but due to the contamination sources identified on the property, the City will need 

to re-apply for DEED funds in the future to ready the site for redevelop.    Mr. Schneider noted that tax 

increment financing funds from district number three may be considered for acquisition.  After due 

discussion and careful consideration, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by Jack  

Evens to proceed to purchase the property for redevelopment purposes and set a closing date for March 15, 

2012.   All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Hanson updated the Council on MnDOT’s review of the preliminary plans and specifications 

for the 2012 Railroad Avenue (T.H. 238) Improvements.   Mr. Hanson noted that once MnDOT’s review is 
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completed, the City can move closer to order the final plans and specifications and schedule a bid date for 

the improvements. 

 

Mr. Falconer appeared before the Council to present a resolution that would allow the Albany 

Police Department to enter into a software license agreement with the City of Minneapolis for the purpose 

of participating in a computerized pawn shop records system to allow the police department access to 

stolen property that may be pawned from area burglaries.   After due discussion, a motion was made by 

John Greer who introduced the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-01 

AUTOMATED PAWN SYSTEM (APS) SERVICE AND 

SOFTWARE LICENSE AGREEMENT 

 

 The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Jack Evens and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors Daron Gersch, John Greer, Jack Evens, and Tom Kasner and none voted against the same 

whereupon the said Resolution declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution is on 

file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, January 18, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 7:10 PM.     

  

Tom Schneider   

Clerk/Adm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  


