
ALBANY CITY COUNCIL MAY 2, 2012 

 

 1 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Board of Appeal and Equalization 

in and for the City of Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 

5:30 o’clock in the evening on Wednesday, May 2, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for 

the said City. 

 

 Other members present were:  John Greer and Tom Kasner.  Councilors Daron Gersch and Jack 

Evens were absent.  

 

Jeff Johnson, Stearns County Appraiser, the City Assessor, and Amy Rausch, Stearns County 

Appraiser, were present for the meeting to provide information to the Board for those property owners 

objecting to their 2012 assessment for taxes payable in 2013.   Mr. Johnson informed the Board that Ms. 

Rausch will be conducting property assessments in the future, but he will continue to be associated with 

Albany only in an advisory capacity.  

 

Diane Falcon, 230 3
rd

 St., (40.25527.0000) appeared before the Board requesting that the 2012 

estimated market value of $118,400 on her home is too high compared to neighboring properties of similar 

construction and design.  Mr. Johnson presented to the Board for review a sales analysis of other homes of 

similar construction that had been recently sold.   After due discussion, a motion as made by John Greer 

and seconded by Tom Kasner to reduce the 2012 estimated market value of $118,400 to $112,000 

(Building $93,300-Land $18,700).  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand stepped down from the Board having a conflict of interest. Councilor John 

Greer assumed the position as Chair of the Board. 

 

Joyce Winter, 331 Railroad Avenue, (40.25899.0502) appeared before the Board to question if the 

total square footage had been correctly calculated for her building.   Ms. Winter also informed the Board 

that the actual costs for new construction was lower than Mr. Johnson had calculated.  Mr. Greer informed 

Mr. Johnson and public that no action can be taken due to Mayor Dennis J. Sand being related to Ms. 

Winter.  Mr. Greer noted that the Board will reconvene discussions related to the aforementioned property 

at 5:30 PM on Wednesday, May 16
th

.  

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand resumed the position as Chairman of the Board. 

 

Chad Carlson appeared before the Board on behalf of Lumber One, Inc., objecting to the 2012 

estimated market value for 18 lots they own in the Highlands II and III subdivision being many neighboring 

subdivisions in the City are selling lots for far less.  Mr. Johnson informed the Board that there have been 

qualified sales and amenities in a subdivision that will affect sale prices.   Mr. Johnson presented to the 

Council for review sales analysis for vacant lots in the city.   No action was taken by the board on the 

request by Lumber One of Avon to reduce the 2012 estimated market value for the following parcels:  

40.25353.0062, 40.25353.0063, 40.25353.0065, 40.25353.0071, 40.25353.0072, 40.25353.0077, 

40.25353.0078, 40.25353.0079, 40.25353.0080, 40.25353.0081, 40.25353.0082, 40.25353.0084, 

40.25353.0085, 40.25353.0086, 40.25353.0087, 40.25353.0088, 40.25353.0094, and 40.25353.0095.  

 

The Board received a letter from John R. Harlander, owner of The Woodshop of Avon, Inc., 1452 

Railroad Avenue, (40.26000.007) objecting to the estimated market value of $72,200 for the vacant 3.81 

acres north of their manufacturing building being there are no municipal utilities or street access to the 

property which severely limits the property from being sold to any potential developer.    Mr. Johnson 

informed the Board that the value on the vacant lot is $0.435 per square foot, the same value as the vacant 

lot west owned by Custom Waste Irrigation, Inc. No action was taken by the Board. 

 

After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by John Greer to adjourn 

the Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting at 6:40 pm and to reconvene the said meeting at 5:30 

o’clock in the evening on Wednesday, May 16
th

 at the Albany City Hall, 400 Railroad Avenue. All voted 

for the motion and it carried. 

 

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 


