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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, September 18, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, John R. Harlander, Al 

Amdahl, and Keith Heitzman.  None were absent.  

 

Others present were:  Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public 

Works Supervisor, Gary Winkels, Public Works Assistant, and Kate Asfeld, Editor, Albany Enterprise. 

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Al Amdahl and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the payment 

of the following bills: Check Numbers 69352 to 69384 and 17546 to 17563. All voted for the motion and it 

carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on September 4th and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Open forum/public comments: none. 

 

  Mr. Mathiasen presented to the Council Payment Voucher No. 5 for the 2019 Capital 

Improvement Project.  Mr. Mathiasen noted the Payment Voucher generally includes bituminous roadway 

base course, the concrete sidewalk, driveway installation, erosion control, and other minor items. After due 

discussion and upon recommendation from the City Engineer, a motion was made by John R. Harlander 

and seconded by Keith Heitzman to approve Payment Voucher No. 5 to C & L Excavating, St. Joseph, MN, 

in the amount of $277,386.60.  All voted for the motion and it carried.  Mr. Mathiasen informed the 

Council the persistent rain has delayed the final grading and boulevard seeding for the said improvements, 

but he hopes to complete the work as soon as possible.  

 

Mr. Mergen appeared before the Council to present a Source Water Protection Implementation 

Grant application (Minnesota Department of Health-MDH) for the purpose of drilling out and sealing an 

old municipal well (12”) drilled in 1921 and abandoned in 1961 located in the rear alley behind the Fire 

Hall, 221 4th Street.   Mr. Mergen informed the Council he was unaware of the abandoned well, but MDH 

provided documentation the well was never sealed properly.   Mr. Mergen noted the estimated cost to seal 

the well as per a quote received from Traut Companies, Waite Park, MN is $8,000; whereas if the 

application is approved there will be no cost to the City.   Mr. Heitzman questioned if the City will have to 

pay additional costs if the contractor encounters significant issues with the procedure to seal the well.  Mr. 

Mergen noted the City is responsible for costs that exceed the grant request and noted he spoke to other 

contractors who told him they were not interested in the project.   Mr. Mergen also noted MDH is 

mandating the City seal the abandoned well and is providing funding to do so, a maximum grant of up to 

$10,000.  Mr. Mergen presented to the Council a second Source Protection Competitive Grant application 

to MDH for the purpose of drilling out, removal of a pump, and sealing an old 6” well in North Park.  Mr. 

Mergen noted the well is not a municipal well and only eligible for a 50/50 cost share.   Mr. Mergen noted 

Traut Companies, Waite Park, MN, submitted an estimate of $9,380, but may be as little as $1,800 

depending on difficulties encountered with sealing the well. After due discussion, a motion was made by 

Mayor Tom Kasner and seconded by John R. Harlander to authorize Mr. Mergen to submit the aforesaid 

two applications to MDH. All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Mergen presented to the Council information pertaining to the purchase of a new or used 

front-end loader with plow/wing to replace the 1994 Ford Dump/Plow truck.  Mr. Mergen recommended a 

CAT 930M be purchased on State bid for $236,000+/-.   Mr. Mergen informed the Council the cost of a 

John Deere 544K is $223,000+/-, but had less options.  Mr. Mergen presented to the Council the City’s 

capital equipment plan which depicted monies set a side for several years to eventually replace the older 
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dump/plow truck.   Mr. Mergen informed the Council he spoke to area contractors who recommended CAT 

based on quality of the product and service. Mr. Mergen noted he would not recommend purchasing a used 

front-end loader. Mr. Harlander informed the Council equipment service is very important including a 

warranty and would not recommend the City consider purchasing a used front-end loader.   After due 

discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Al Amdahl to authorize Mr. Mergen 

to purchase a new CAT 930M front-end loader with plow/wing on State bid for a purchase price of 

$236,000+/-.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

After due discussion, and upon the recommendation by Mr. Mergen, a motion was made by John 

R. Harlander and seconded by Keith Heitzman to sell as surplus property the 1994 Ford Dump/Plow truck 

as soon as the City takes delivery of the CAT 930M front-end loader. All voted for the motion and it 

carried.  Mr. Mergen noted the aforesaid vehicle will get DOT’s at Ramler Trucking, Albany. Mn.  

 

Mayor Tom Kasner questioned Mr. Winkels, Fire Chief, Albany Fire Department, if he could 

provide an update on department activities.   Mr. Winkels informed the Council there was an opening for 

the position of fireman and three applications were received. Mr. Winkels noted the Blattner Family 

Foundation provided a check to the department from the annual August golf fundraising outing in the 

amount of $19,500.   Mr. Winkels also noted the department received 160+/- calls for service to date.  

Mayor Tom Kasner thanked Mr. Winkels for the update.  

 

Councilor Keith Heitzman, Albany Golf Club Liaison, presented to the Council a proposed five-

year Management Agreement renewal between the City and said Club.   Mr. Heitzman noted the club’s 

board of directors approved the agreement at their September 16th board meeting. After due discussion, a 

motion was made by Keith Heitzman and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer to approve the Albany Golf Club 

Management Agreement between the City of Albany and the Albany Golf Club.   All voted for the motion 

and it carried. 

 

Mr. Heitzman presented to the Council the Albany Golf Club’s checkbook register and sales detail 

report by department for review and consideration.  Mr. Heitzman noted golf cart paths are being improved 

along with drainage improvements in the number 18 fairway.  Mr. Heitzman also noted recent heavy rains 

in recent days has closed the course for a couple of days due to flooding. After due discussion, a motion 

was made by Keith Heitzman and seconded by Al Amdahl to approve electronic payments, transfers, and 

the payment of the following: checks 39349-39397. Voting for the motion were Councilors Keith 

Heitzman, John R. Harlander, Adam Rushmeyer, and Al Amdahl, and none voted against.  Mayor Tom 

Kasner abstained and the motion carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council a resident requested the installation of “Stop” signs at the 

intersection of 5th Street and 3rd Avenue having witnessed vehicles allegedly speeding on 5th Street.   Mr. 

Schneider noted the former hospital/clinic is vacant and if redeveloped traffic may increase.   Mayor Tom 

Kasner, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Schneider to instruct the police department to 

increase patrol presence on 5th Street, but no changes in the current signage will be considered at this time.  

 

Mr. Schneider presented to the Council the renewal of the Stearns County Intra-County Mutual 

Aid Agreement for Emergency Management and Homeland Security.  After due discussion, a motion was 

made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer to authorize Mayor Tom Kasner to execute 

the said Agreement on behalf of the City.  All voted for the motion and it carried.   

 

The Council took notice of a Minnesota Lawful Gambling LG220 application submitted by River 

Lakes Hockey to conduct a raffle on March 28, 2020 at Shady’s Hometown Tavern and Events Center, 451 

Railroad Avenue.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Tom Kasner who introduced the 

following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2019-23 

APPROVING LG220 MINNESOTA 

LAWFUL GAMBLING APPLICATION 

(River Lakes Hockey) 
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The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Al Amdahl and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Tom Kasner, 

Councilors Al Amdahl, Keith Heitzman, Adam Rushmeyer, and John R. Harlander and none voted against 

the same whereupon the said Resolution were declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said 

Resolution is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office 

hours. 

 

The Council took notice of an agreement between the City of Albany and Mid MN Code 

Enforcement, Inc., an agreement for building official services.  Mr. Schneider noted the City attorney 

reviewed the agreement and made few changes, but overall recommended it be approved.   Mr. Schneider 

noted Mark Harren, President of the said Company, is also the City’s Building Official.   After due 

discussion, a motion was made by Keith Heitzman and seconded by John R. Harlander to authorize Mayor 

Tom Kasner to execute the said Agreement on behalf of the City.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider presented to the Council a proposed 2020 Budget which includes the Police, Fire, 

Street, Park, Library, Water, Sewer, Capital Equipment Plans, Administration Departments and employee 

benefits. Mr. Schneider noted that the preliminary 2019 property tax levy for payable 2020 is due on or 

before September 30th to the Stearns County Auditor’s Office.  Mr. Schneider noted the proposed levy is 

$941,781, an 5.5% increase, and the overall City’s 2020 tax capacity rate is proposed to be forty-two 

percent (42%), nearly the same as 2019. Mr. Schneider noted the City may reduce the levy amount to be 

certified to the County in December, but may not increase the amount.  After due discussion, a motion was 

made by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by John R. Harlander to direct the City Clerk/Administrator to 

forward to the Stearns County Auditor the proposed levy of $941,781 and to set the initial meeting at 6:30 

PM, or as soon as thereafter on Wednesday, December 4th, and the final adoption meeting of the said levy 

at 6:30 PM, or as soon as thereafter, on Wednesday, December 18th at 400 Railroad Avenue, the City 

Administration Building.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, October 2, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 7:20 PM.         

 

 ____________________________   

 Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm.  


