ALBANY CITY COUNCIL APRIL 17, 2019

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany,
Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:50 o’clock in the evening on
Wednesday, April 17, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.

Other Council members present were: Councilors John R. Harlander, Adam Rushmeyer, Al
Amdahl, and Keith Heitzman. None were absent.

Also, others present were: Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with
Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise, SSTS of
Albany, LLC business owners Bryan Schiffler, and Ross Tamm.

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills. After due discussion, a motion was made
by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by John R. Harlander to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the
payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 69001 to 69038 (new checks) and 17361 to 17374. All voted
for the motion and it carried.

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of
the Council held on April 3rd and hearing none declared them approved.

Mayor Tom Kasner, Chairman of the Albany Economic Development Authority (EDA), informed
the Council the EDA held a meeting on April 10" to review a Commercial Rehabilitation Program
application received from SSTS of Albany, LLC, for a Commercial Rehabilitation Deferred Loan/grant
(CRDL) in the amount of $24,999 for the purpose of the following improvements to the historic two-story
building at 501 Railroad Avenue: brick repair, HVAC, electric, new windows 1%t and 2™ floor and
storefront improvements. Mayor Tom Kasner noted the 1% floor will be remodeled for commercial
retail/offices and the 2" floor four (4) or five (5) residential apartments. Mr. Schneider noted the total
estimated costs for phase one improvements is $126,100+/-. After due discussion, a motion was made by
Mayor Tom Kasner and seconded by John R. Harlander to direct Mr. Schneider to issue a notice to proceed
and to approve the said application submitted by SSTS of Albany, LLC, as per the following:

Demolition of old interior and windows

1%t Floor windows/door framing

New HVAC and Electric

Brick repair

ADA requirements/doors/bathrooms

Phase | estimated costs: $126,000+/-.

Increase tax base, improves energy efficiency, and building code requirements to be met.
Improvements preserve a historic two-story brick building.

The project improves the economic viability of commercial business in the City.

e Execution of an CRDL Agreement to cover 50% of approved project costs not to exceed
$24,999.

All voted for the motion and it carried.

Mr. Schiffler informed the Council one of the challenges facing main street businesses is the lack
of off-street parking north of Railroad Avenue between 2™ Street and 7™ Street in the business district.
Mr. Schiffler questioned if a public parking lot could be constructed in the future for business owners,
employees, apartment tenants, and customers to improve the on-street parking for customers on Railroad
Avenue and the side streets. Mayor Tom Kasner noted a public parking lot would be very beneficial and
will look into the idea to determine how to finance the purchase of property and construction.
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Mr. Mathiasen informed the Council the C & L Excavating, Inc., St. Joseph, MN, the General
Contractor began working on the 2019 Capital Improvements. Mr. Mathiasen noted construction meetings
will be held at 9:00 o’clock in the morning every Tuesday at the staging area on 7™ Street.

Mr. Mergen informed the Council he received two quotes to repair twenty-one (21) sanitary sewer
manholes on Shamrock Lane and 13" Street. Mr. Mergen noted the top two to four feet of each manhole
structure is deteriorated and in need of immediate repair to prevent future storm water infiltration and other
materials from entering the sanitary sewer main. Mr. Mergen noted he authorized ESS Brothers and Sons,
Inc., the low quote, to proceed with the improvements at a cost of $12,990. Mayor Tom Kasner, with the
consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Mergen to proceed with the manhole improvements.

Mr. Mergen also informed the Council of the following improvements to begin in 2019:

e Albany Avenue (1,875 SF removal and replace bituminous)  $8,980

e 8" St. and Forest Avenue watermain bituminous patch $1,500
e 4™ St between Forest Av. and Lake Av. watermain bit. patch  $3,500
e  Shamrock Lane, south of 7t St. storm sewer repair $3,350

Mr. Schneider presented to the Council the following bids that were publicly opened at 3:00
o’clock in the afternoon on April 17" for the 2013 Dodge Charger (surplus property):

e Adam Young $801
e  Michael Pederson $1,387
e Yousef Dabbagh $1,668

Mr. Schneider noted a public notice was published in the Albany Enterprise on March 27" and
reminded the Council the engine is no longer in working order for this vehicle. Mr. Schneider
recommended the high bid received from Mr. Dabbagh be approved. After due discussion, a motion was
made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Al Amdahl to approve the bid received from Mr. Dabbagh in
the amount of $1,668. All voted for the motion and it carried.

Councilor Keith Heitzman, Albany Golf Club Liaison, informed the Council the course (front 9)
and club house is open for business including the restaurant. Mr. Heitzman noted the annual stockholders
meeting of the club will be held at 8:00 o’clock in the evening on Monday, May 6™ whereby there are three
positions open for the board.

The Council took notice of a MN Lawful Gambling LG220 off-site application submitted by the
Albany FFA Alumni to conduct a raffle on October 16" at the Albany Area School, 30 Forest Avenue.
After due discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Tom Kasner who introduced the following resolution
and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION 2019-19
APPROVING MINNESOTA
LAWFUL GAMBLING EXEMPT PERMIT APPLICATION
(Albany FFA Alumni)

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Keith Heitzman and after a full
discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Mayor Tom
Kasner, Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, John R. Harlander, Keith Heitzman, and Al Amdahl and none voted
against the same whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. The full text of
the said Resolution is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during
regular office hours.

Mr. Schneider informed the Council he spoke to Steven Smith, Interim President, Catholic Health
Initiatives (CHI) of St. Gabriel’s Hospital, Little Falls, MN, regarding the status of the sale of the former



ALBANY CITY COUNCIL APRIL 17, 2019

Hospital/clinic at 300 3" Avenue. Mr. Schneider noted the property is listed for sale with a realtor and was
told by Mr. Smith there are a couple of interested parties, but no additional information was provided as to
the future use of the property. Mr. Schneider also noted he spoke to Mr. Smith several weeks ago about
the City’s interest in the property and questioned if further discussions are warranted. Mayor Tom Kasner,
with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Schneider to forward a letter to CHI or Mr. Smith
indicating the City’s interest in the property.

Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening
on Wednesday, May 1, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 7:35 PM.

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm.



