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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, April 3, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, Al Amdahl, and Keith 

Heitzman.  Councilor John R. Harlander was absent.  

 

Also, others present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with 

Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, Andrew Gravdahl, Patrol Officer, Mike Kosik, Editor, 

Albany Enterprise, Jason Murray, David Drown Associates, Bernie Forster, Steven Mader, Josh Hellmann, 

Karen Hellmann, Verna Arnold, and Pat Timp.  

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by Keith Heitzman to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the 

payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 70042 to 70070 and 17347 to 17360. All voted for the motion 

and it carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on March 20th and hearing none declared them approved. 

 

Open forum/public comments: Mr. Timp, 401 7th Street, questioned if his sprinkler system can be 

connected to a separate water meter from his home for lawn sprinkling purposes to avoid additional sewer 

charges.  Mr. Mergen noted a second water meter may be purchased from the City.  

 

Pursuant to due notice, Mayor Tom Kasner called the public hearing into session at 6:33 PM to 

consider objections to the proposed assessments for the full reconstruction (2019 Capital Improvements) of 

sanitary sewer, water main, storm sewer, sanitary services, water services, sidewalks, and roadways on 8th 

Street from Railroad Avenue to Midland Avenue, 7th Street from Railroad Avenue to Aliva Avenue, 

Midland Avenue from 6th Street to 8th Street, Forest Avenue from 6th Street to 7th Street and Lake Avenue 

from 6th Street to 7th Street.  Mr. Mathiasen noted the purpose of the proposed improvements are as follows:  

1) estimated age of the sanitary sewer and water main pipes is sixty plus (60+) years old, 2) existing 

sanitary sewer lines are exhibiting some cracking, settlement, and significant root intrusion; 3) convey 

storm water from North Lake and a significant area of the City, and 4) water main is undersized and should 

be a minimum eight-inch (8”) diameter.  Mr. Mathiasen presented to the Council and public the scope of 

work to be done, construction schedule, project costs, and methodology used to calculate individual 

assessments for individual properties. Mr. Mathiasen noted the total project costs are $2,230,600 and the 

total assessment proceeds are $447,254 or (21.4%).  Mr. Mathiasen also noted the assessments can be paid 

in full without interest until May 3rd and if not paid by this date, interest will begin to accrue at the time of 

the adoption of the resolution (April 3rd) for the final assessments calculated over a period of 15 years at 

4.5% interest. Mr. Mathiasen answered questions from the public such as, but not limited to, dust, extra 

work done on private property, refuse collection, turf restoration, driveway access, tree removal, and 

upgrades to private utility services, etc.  Mr. Mathiasen noted a monthly newsletter will be mailed to 

property owners.   Mr. Timp appeared before the Council to question if the slope on his front yard near the 

curb will be an issue for sidewalk installation.   Mr. Mathiasen noted the slope adjacent to the curb will be 

regraded to accommodate the construction of a new sidewalk.  Mr. Mader questioned if existing trees near 

the new sidewalk will be removed to prevent future damage to the new sidewalk.  Mr. Mader also 

questioned if increasing the water main from a four inch to an eight inch would increase water pressure.  

Mr. Mathiasen noted trees within five feet of the new sidewalk will be removed and increasing the diameter 

of a water main will provide more capacity.  Mr. Hellmann questioned if driveway access will be 

interrupted for long periods of time and if they could keep the wood from the tree to be removed near the 

curb on their property.  Mr. Mathiasen instructed the public if anyone would like to keep the wood from a 

tree removed prior to construction beginning, they should provide him with their name and phone number 

which will be forwarded to the contractor.   Mayor Tom Kasner closed the public hearing at 6:57PM.  Mr. 
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Schneider presented to the Council an amendment to the general policies of the City’s Special Assessment 

Policy specifically for the 2019 Capital Improvements.  Mr. Schneider noted the amendment recognizes the 

project costs, the value of the housing stock within the project area, and expected benefit to the abutting 

properties; whereby the amendment would set the assessment rate a 20.02% with a per lot cap for single-

family residential at $14,000.  Mr. Schneider informed the public the City will be bonding for financing the 

project and the statute requires at least 20% of the costs be assessed against benefitting properties. After 

due discussion, a motion was made by Al Amdahl who introduced the following resolution and moved its 

adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2019-18 

ESTABLISHING SPECIAL ASSESSMENT POLICY 

FOR 2019 PROJECT 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Adam Rushmeyer and after a full 

discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Tom 

Kasner, Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, Keith Heitzman, and Al Amdahl and none voted against the same 

whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution 

is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

The Council took notice of the final assessment role resolution for the 2019 Capital 

Improvements.  Mr. Schneider noted the assessments shall be payable in equal annual installments 

including principal and interest extending over a period of fifteen (15) years, with interest at the rate of 4.5 

% per annum with the first of said installments to be payable with general taxes for the year 2020. Mr. 

Mathiasen noted the owner of any property assessed may, at any time before the certification of the entire 

assessment or the first installment to the County Auditor, pay the entire assessment to the 

Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer without interest on or before May 3, 2019 and if not paid on or before May 

3, 2019, interest shall accrue from and after April 3, 2019, the date of the adoption of the assessment 

resolution.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Keith Heitzman who introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2019-14 

ADOPTING FINAL ASSESSMENT ROLE 

2019 Capital Improvements 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Adam Rushmeyer and after a full 

discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Tom 

Kasner, Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, Keith Heitzman, and Al Amdahl and none voted against the same 

whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution 

is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Jason Murray, David Drown Associates, the City’s Financial Consultant, appeared before the 

Council to discuss the sale of $2,225,000 General Obligation Permanent Improvement Revolving Fund 

Bonds associated with the 2019 Capital Improvements. Mr. Murray presented to the Council a Master Bond 

Debt schedule depicting existing annual debt payments and revenues.  Mr. Murray noted the bonds will be 

sold on a competitive basis and rated by Standard and Poor’s Rating Services for interest savings.  After 

due discussion, a motion was made by Al Amdahl who introduced the following Resolution and moved its 

adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2019-15 

PROVIDING FOR THE COMPETITIVE NEGOTIATED SALE OF 

$2,225,000 G.O. PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT REVOLVING FUND BONDS,  

SERIES 2019A 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Adam Rushmeyer and after a full 

discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Tom 

Kasner, Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, Keith Heitzman, and Al Amdahl and none voted against the same 
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whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution 

is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Pursuant to due notice, Mayor Tom Kasner called the public hearing into session at 7:12 PM to 

consider the amendment of Zoning Ordinance 80, Section 80.05, Subd. 8 (d), General Requirements-site 

plans, and Ordinance 81, Section 81.04, Subd. 3 (k), and Section 81.15, Subd. 6, Storm Sewers, of the 

Albany City Code.  No written comments were received and a notice of the public hearing was published 

on March 20th in the Albany Enterprise.  Councilor Adam Rushmeyer, Planning Commission Liaison, 

reviewed the amendment at the Planning Commission meeting held on March 5th and recommended 

approval.   Mr. Mathiasen noted the proposed ordinance updates are needed to bring the City’s stormwater 

requirements in line with the current Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) standards.  Mr. 

Mathiasen noted the existing language did not include current volume reduction language, and didn’t 

clarify which rainfall frequency curves were to be used. Mayor Tom Kasner closed the public hearing at 

7:15 PM.  Mr. Schneider informed the Council that summaries of each amendment will be published in the 

Albany Enterprise.  After due discussion and upon the recommendation from the Planning Commission to 

approve the amendments, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer who introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2019-09 

AUTHORIZING SUMMARY PUBLICATION OF AMENDMENTS 

TO ZONING ORDINANCE SECTION 80.05 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

AND ORDINANCE 81, SUBDIVISION 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Keith Heitzman and after a full 

discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Tom 

Kasner, Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, Keith Heitzman, and Al Amdahl and none voted against the same 

whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution 

is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Pursuant to due notice, Mayor Tom Kasner called the public hearing into session at 7:16 PM to 

repeal and re-enact Zoning Ordinance 80, Section 80.11, Signs, of the Albany City Code.  No written 

comments were received and a notice of the public hearing was published on March 20th in the Albany 

Enterprise.  Councilor Adam Rushmeyer, Planning Commission Liaison, informed the Council the 

Planning Commission held a meeting on March 5th to discuss the proposed changes to the sign regulations.   

Mr. Rushmeyer noted the changes simplify temporary sign provisions and removes all content-based 

regulations.  Mr. Rushmeyer noted the changes will bring the sign ordinance into compliance with the 

Supreme Court decision in Reed V. Town of Gilbert, AZ, which held that the Town could not have 

different rules and requirements for signs based upon the entity putting up the sign or the message on the 

sign.  After due discussion and upon the recommendation from the Planning Commission, a motion was 

made by Adam Rushmeyer who introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2019-16 

REPEAL AND RE-ENACTMENT OF ZONING ORDINANCE 80 

SECTION 80.11, SIGNS 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Keith Heitzman and after a full 

discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Tom 

Kasner, Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, Keith Heitzman, and Al Amdahl and none voted against the same 

whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution 

is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

After due discussion, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer who introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 
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RESOLUTION 2019-17 

AUTHORIZING SUMMARY PUBLICATION 

OF AMENDMENT TO ZONING CODE SECTION 80.11, SIGNS 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Keith Heitzman and after a full 

discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Tom 

Kasner, Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, Keith Heitzman, and Al Amdahl and none voted against the same 

whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution 

is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

 Mr. Mergen informed the Council the City had three water main leaks occurring between Railroad 

Avenue and Lake Avenue, the old sections of the City.   Mr.  Mergen noted the water mains are 60+ years 

of age. Mr. Mathiasen noted the areas in the old part of town are included in the City’s Capital 

Improvement Plan for future reconstruction improvements.   

 

 Mr. Mergen also noted shut off notices have been placed on several properties who have 

delinquent or unpaid water bills; whereby pursuant to Ordinance 30, the water will be discontinued at the 

curb stop until the account is paid in full.  

 

 Mr. Amdahl recommended Hana Finkelson be appointed to the Complete Count Committee 

(CCC) for the 2020 Census.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Al Amdahl and seconded by 

Adam Rushmeyer to appoint Ms. Finkelson to the Complete Count Committee for the 2020 Census on 

behalf of the City.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

 Mr. Heitzman, Albany Golf Club, Inc., Liaison, informed the Council the club completed several 

interior improvements and handed out a preliminary food menu prepared by Shady’s Home Town Tavern 

and Event Center, Albany, the restaurant lessee at the club.   

 

 The Council took notice of Resolution 2019-13, approving the delegation of authority for paying 

claims presented to the City Council.  Mr. Schneider informed the Council its common practice by cities to 

delegate authority to pay certain claims between council meetings and recommended approval of the said 

resolution.   Mr. Schneider also noted the City Clerk/Administrator would have the authority to pay claims 

not exceeding $5,000 and a resolution would be approved annually. After due discussion, a motion was 

made by Mayor Tom Kasner who introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:  

 

RESOLUTION 2019-13 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE DELEGRATION OF 

AUTHORITY FOR PAYING CLAIMS PRESENTED TO THE CITY OF ALBANY 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Al Amdahl and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Tom Kasner, 

Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, Keith Heitzman, and Al Amdahl and none voted against the same 

whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution 

is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Mr. Schneider presented to the Council a new Credit Card Policy, replacing the said Policy dated 

January 3, 2007.  Mr. Schneider noted the Police Department is the only department having a City Credit 

Card and purchases are authorized by the Police Chief.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Keith 

Heitzman and seconded by Al Amdahl to approve the City’s Credit Card Policy dated April 3, 2019.  All 

voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council the lease agreement between the City and Albany Area 

Jaycees expired March 31, 2019; whereby he recommended the lease be renewed for a ten-year period with 

no changes.   Mr. Schneider noted the lease allows the Jaycees to store items of the organization at the 

City’s Public Works building, 34502 Co. Rd. 41.  Mr. Schneider noted the lease renewal would terminate 

March 31, 2029.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Keith Heitzman and seconded by Adam 
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Rushmeyer to authorize Mayor Tom Kasner to execute the lease on behalf of the City.  All voted for the 

motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider also informed the Council the City has been selected to partner with Stearns County 

Emergency Management and the Minnesota Department of Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management for a disaster exercise they are planning for in October 2020.   Mr. Schneider noted the 

program is designed to lay the groundwork for emergency preparedness during a disaster for the roles and 

responsibilities we have as elected officials, departments heads, first responders, etc. Mr. Schneider noted 

the first workshop is April 23rd at the St. Cloud Police Department and recommended the City participate in 

the activity.  Mayor Tom Kasner, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Schneider to contact the 

County Emergency Management Director to inform them the City will participate in the Community 

Emergency Preparedness Program.  

 

Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, April 17, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 7:35 PM.          

 

 ____________________________   

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 


