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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, August 21, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, John R. Harlander, Al 

Amdahl, and Keith Heitzman.  None were absent.  

 

Others present were:  Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public 

Works Supervisor, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise. 

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by John R. Harlander and seconded by Al Amdahl to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the payment 

of the following bills: Check Numbers 69261 to 69324 and 17473 to 17529. All voted for the motion and it 

carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on August 7th and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Open forum/public comments: none.   

 

Renee Anderson, Executive Director, Mother of Mercy Foundation, 230 Church Avenue, appeared 

before the Council to request approval of an application for a Large Gathering, Fireworks(Pyrotechnics), 

and a Temporary On-sale Liquor license for their annual 2019 Rock the Prairie music benefit to be held on 

Saturday, September 7th on land owned by Mother of Mercy Campus of Care, 21470 County Road #54, 

east of the Albany Golf Club.   Ms. Anderson noted camping will be available, food, and beverages to the 

music goers.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by Keith 

Heitzman to approve the Large Gathering application, Fireworks(Pyrotechnics), and a Temporary On-sale 

Liquor license for the 2019 Rock the Prairie music event to be held on Saturday, September 7th on land 

owned by Mother of Mercy Campus of Care at 21470 County Road #54, east of the Albany Golf Club. All 

voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Rick Masloski, Business Development Executive with Novel Energy, West St. Paul, MN, 

appeared before the Council to present a proposed Solar Garden Agreement (10-year).   Mr. Schneider 

noted Susan Kadlec, the City Attorney, reviewed the said Agreement; whereas the City will retain a $0.01 

per kilowatt hour of the bill credit received from Xcel Energy and recommended approval.   Mr. Schneider 

also noted the City may cancel after year twelve (12) with no penalty by giving notice two years prior to 

termination and estimated the City will save nearly $14,000 annually.  After due discussion, a motion was 

made by Al Amdahl and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer to authorize Mayor Tom Kasner to enter into a 

Solar Garden Subscription Agreement (1)(2) on behalf of the City with Novel Energy Solutions, LLC.  All 

voted for the motion and it carried.  

 

Mr. Mathiasen presented to the Council Payment Voucher No. 4 for the 2019 Capital 

Improvement Project.  Mr. Mathiasen noted the Payment Voucher generally includes roadway base 

placement, curb/gutter, and driveway aprons.  After due discussion and upon recommendation from the 

City Engineer, a motion was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Keith Heitzman to approve 

Payment Voucher No. 4 to C & L Excavating, St. Joseph, MN, in the amount of $150,698.79.  All voted for 

the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Mathiasen also presented to the Council Payment Voucher No. 1 for the 2019 Ornamental 

Street Light Improvements.  Mr. Mathiasen noted the improvements generally includes the underground 

conduit, wiring, and concrete bases. After due discussion and upon recommendation from the City 

Engineer, a motion was made by Mayor Tom Kasner and seconded by Keith Heitzman to approve Payment 
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Voucher No. 1 to Design Electric, Inc., St. Cloud, MN, in the amount of $18,703.24.  All voted for the 

motion and it carried. 

 

Councilor Adam Rushmeyer, Planning Commission Liaison, informed the Council the Planning 

Commission held a public hearing on August 19th on a request by Gary Andvik, 540 9th Street, to move into 

the City a 20’ x 20’ garage to the rear yard. Mr. Rushmeyer noted the garage was constructed in 2007 and 

the vinyl siding and shingles are nearly the same color as the current home.  Mr. Rushmeyer noted Mr. 

Andvik spoke to adjoining property owners and both had no objection if their yard needs to be used for the 

building move.  After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Al 

Amdahl to approve the request by Gary Andvik, 540 9th Street, to move into the City a 20’ x 20’ garage to 

the rear yard as follows: 

 

1. The structure was approved by the Building Inspector. 

2. The vinyl yellow siding and the tan/brown shingles are similar to the house. 

3. All building setback requirements shall be met on the lot.  

4. Recommended detached garage be set back from house a minimum of 20’ to allow for 

miscellaneous trailer types to be backed into garage.  

5. The character of the garage is very similar to others in the neighborhood.  

6. Albany Police Department shall be contacted to assist in the move of the house. 

7. All utility companies shall be contacted before, during, and after, the building move.  

8. Anderson Building Movers, Paynesville, MN, is a licensed mover and been in business for 

years.  

9. Mr. Andvik to obtain permission from an adjoining neighbor to use their property to move the 

new garage in the rear yard.  

10. Building shall be in compliance with State Building Code. 

 

All voted for the motion and it carried. 

Mayor Tom Kasner, Chairman of the Albany Economic Development Authority (EDA), informed 

the Council the EDA held a meeting on August 19th to review a Commercial Rehabilitation Program 

application received from the Albany American Legion, for a Commercial Rehabilitation Deferred 

Loan/grant (CRDL) for the purpose of storefront improvements at 371 Railroad Avenue.  Mayor Tom 

Kasner noted the EDA discussed with the Legion members other proposed storefront improvements; 

whereby the members will meet with their contractor within the next week and appear at a future EDA 

meeting. No action was taken by the EDA.  

 

Mayor Tom Kasner, Chairman of the Albany Economic Development Authority (EDA), informed 

the Council the EDA held a meeting on August 19th to review a Commercial Rehabilitation Program 

application received from SSTS of Albany, LLC, for a Commercial Rehabilitation Deferred Loan/grant 

(CRDL) for the purpose of the following improvements at 501 Railroad Avenue, for the following energy 

efficiencies improvements to the 2nd Floor:  remove and replace twenty-two (22) windows (full opening), 

tuckpointing, insulation, exterior brick repairs, repair northern wall water leak, install new electric, and 

HVAC, as per the application in the amount of $82,900; whereby the EDA’s share is $24,999.   Mayor 

Tom Kasner noted Susan Kadlec, the City Attorney, reviewed the original application submitted in April 

and discussed future 2nd floor improvements with the property owner being a 2nd application is submitted 

within the same year; whereby she was comfortable with the second request if payment is made in 2020. 

After due discussion and upon the recommendation from the EDA, a motion was made by Mayor Tom 

Kasner and seconded by John R. Harlander to approve the CRDL application submitted by SSTS of 

Albany, LLC, as per the following:  

 

• Improvements related to 2nd floor energy efficiencies improvements, but not limited to, remove 

and replace twenty-two (22) windows, tuckpointing, exterior brick repairs, insulate, north wall 
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water leak repairs, install new electric, and HVAC.  There will be no reduction in window 

openings.  

• A significant capital investment on Railroad Avenue and property tax increase upon completion.  

• Request meets the City’s 2014 Criteria for Business Subsidy. 

• The loan is a deferred loan that will be forgiven after seven years if the applicant maintains 

ownership of building.  

• A Deferred Loan Payment Agreement will be executed between the EDA and SSTS of Albany, 

LLC.  

• Evidence of payment to contractor(s) shall be submitted to the City prior to the City releasing 

$24,999 to SSTS of Albany, LLC, but payment deferred until 2020. 

 

All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Councilor Keith Heitzman, Albany Golf Club Liaison, presented to the Council the said Club’s 

checkbook register and sales detail report by department for review and consideration.  After due 

discussion, a motion was made by Keith Heitzman and seconded by John R. Harlander to approve of the 

check register as presented (39296-39348). Voting for the motion were Councilors Keith Heitzman, John 

R. Harlander, Adam Rushmeyer, and Al Amdahl, and none voted against.  Mayor Tom Kasner abstained 

and the motion carried. 

 

Mr. Heitzman also informed the Council several members of the club are organizing a foundation; 

whereby individuals and/or members may donate funds for a specific course/building improvement or new 

equipment.   Mr. Heitzman noted a musical event will be held on September 21st at the club to raise funds 

for future improvements. 

 

Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, September 4, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 7:20 PM.         

 

 ____________________________   

 Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 


