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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, August 7, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, John R. Harlander, and Keith 

Heitzman.  Councilor Al Amdahl was absent.  

 

Others present were:  Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public 

Works Supervisor, Matt Gannon, Police Sergeant, Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise, Joanna Bigler, 

Part-time Patrol Officer, Derek Stommes, Part-time Patrol Officer, Sara Goodrum, Maria Winkels, Brady 

Winkels, Justin Nentl, Emily Lieser, Joe Peters, Dee Peters, Dale Stommes, and Emmy Stommes.  

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by John R. Harlander and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the 

payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 69207 to 69260 and 17454 to 17472. All voted for the motion 

and it carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on July 17th and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Open forum/public comments: none.   

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council a public hearing was held at the July 17th Council meeting to 

consider approving a “No Parking Zone” described as:  the north and south sides of County Road 54 

(Railroad Avenue), from 1st Street (HWY #238) to Countryside Lane.   Mr. Schneider noted he consulted 

with the City Engineer and recommended vehicles be prohibited from parking on the north side of Railroad 

Avenue (CR #54), between the 1st Street Stop sign and the first driveway at 71 Railroad Avenue.  Mr. 

Schneider informed the Council he received an email from Dianna Brown, 71 Railroad Avenue, who did 

not oppose the said proposal, but did oppose a designated right turn lane. Mr. Rushmeyer questioned if the 

yellow curb prohibiting parking on the east side of 1st Street north of said intersection will be extended 

north to improve visibility at the intersection.  Mr. Mathiasen noted the proposal is the best option at the 

present time, but it may not be the final option.  After due discussion and upon the recommendation from 

staff, a motion was made by Keith Heitzman and seconded by John R. Harlander to prohibit vehicle 

parking on the north side of Railroad Avenue (CR #54) approximately sixty-feet (60’), between the 1st 

Street Stop sign and the first driveway at 71 Railroad Avenue.   All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

 Sara Goodrum, 41 Railroad Avenue, appeared before the Council to question if the City was 

going to paint a pedestrian crosswalk on the east side of the intersection at 1st Street (HWY #238) and 

Railroad Avenue (CR #54) having seen pedestrians walk back and forth to the new CentraCare Clinic 

located at 30 Railroad Avenue.   Mr. Mathiasen noted the request can be discussed with the Minnesota 

Department of Transportation (MnDOT) and Stearns County if the City would like to consider a new 

pedestrian crosswalk, but any improvements will have to comply with the Americans with Disability Act 

(ADA).   Mayor Tom Kasner, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Mathiasen to contact 

MnDOT and Stearns County for more information on a proposed future crosswalk at the aforesaid location.    

 

Matt Gannon, Police Sergeant, appeared before the Council to introduce part-time Patrol Officer 

Derek Stommes.   Mr. Gannon noted Mr. Stommes is currently completing his field training exercises.  

Mayor Tom Kasner administered the Law Enforcement Oath of Office to Mr. Stommes and welcomed him 

as a member of the Albany Police Department.  After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. 

Harlander and seconded by Keith Heitzman to hire Derek Stommes, as a part-time Patrol Officer in the 

Albany Police Department.   All voted for the motion and it carried.  

 



ALBANY CITY COUNCIL                                AUGUST 7, 2019 
 

 2 

Jason Murray, Financial Consultant with the firm of David Drown Associates, appeared before the 

Council to present a proposed water and sewer rate increase having reviewed the City’s Utility Capital 

Equipment Plan and Comprehensive Financial Audits prepared by the City Auditor.   Mr. Murray, after 

discussing proposed increases with committee members Councilors John R. Harlander, Keith Heitzman, 

and City Staff, recommended a four-percent (4%) increase in a water rate, a four-percent (4%) interest in a 

sewer rate, and a five ($5.00) dollar per month water meter fee.   Mr. Schneider noted public works 

recommended the replacement of nearly 1,000 +/- mechanical meters with new static smart meters at an 

estimated cost of $410,000+/-.   Mr. Murray noted the proposed rate increase will continue to pay for debt, 

equipment replacement, equipment upgrades, and provide adequate cash reserves.  After due discussion 

and upon the recommendation from committee members, a motion was made by Mayor Tom Kasner and 

seconded by John R. Harlander to schedule a public hearing at 6:30 PM or as soon as possible on 

Wednesday, October 2nd, at City Hall to consider an amendment to the Albany Schedule of Fees and 

Charges, a proposed increase to Water Rates, (Ordinance 30), Water meter fee, and Sewer Rates, 

(Ordinance 31-32) for residential, commercial, industrial, and institutional users. All voted for the motion 

and it carried.  

 

Councilor Adam Rushmeyer, Planning Commission Liaison, informed the Council the Planning 

Commission held a public hearing on July 24th on a request by Jeremy DeGier, 241 6th Street, for a 

variance to relax the side yard requirement from ten (10) feet to five (5) feet and relax twenty (20) feet 

garage door facing alley to fifteen (15) feet to allow for the construction of a 24’ x 32’ detached garage.  

Mr. Rushmeyer informed the Council the purpose of the request is due to severe elevation issues and a 

large mature oak tree on the property.   Mr. Rushmeyer noted the following: 1) exterior siding and shingles 

on the garage will be the same material or match the home, 2) the rear 12’ x 21’ addition to the west side of 

the home will be removed, and 3) the 12’ x 16’ detached shed will be moved out of the City.  After due 

discussion and upon the recommendation from the Planning Commission, a motion was made by Adam 

Rushmeyer and seconded by Keith Heitzman to approve the request by Jeremy DeGier, 241 6th Street, for a 

variance to relax the side yard requirement from ten (10) feet to five (5) feet and relax twenty (20) feet 

garage door facing alley to fifteen (15) feet to allow for the construction of a 24’ x 32’ detached garage as 

follows: 

 

1. The variance request is consistent with the comprehensive plan in that it encourages new 

construction and increased property tax base. 

2. The variance will not be detrimental to the public welfare. 

3. The variance will allow homeowner to construct a detached garage and additional storage. 

4. Due to the elevation of the property, the southwest corner is the only suitable location in the rear 

yard for a detached garage and the mature oak tree can remain on property.   

5. The variance is not sought solely for reasons of increased financial gain. 

6. Variance request is to relax the side yard setback from ten (10) feet to five (5) feet and rear yard 

setback for garage doors facing alley from twenty (20) feet to fifteen (15) feet. 

 

All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Rushmeyer informed the Council the City owns a vacant unbuildable lot legally described as 

Lot 1, Block 1, (PID #40.25447.0000) Townsite of Albany; whereby the City received a request from the 

adjacent property owner at 411 1st Street to purchase the said lot.  Mr. Rushmeyer noted the lot is 4,500+/- 

square feet and the estimated market value of the lot is $1,100.  Mr. Mathiasen questioned if the new storm 

water pipe installed in 2018 east of the said lot is located within the said lot and if so, a utility easement is 

required.  After due discussion and upon the recommendation from the Planning Commission, a motion 

was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Keith Heitzman to approve the following:  1) sale of the 

City lot for $1,100, 2) buyer to pay all closing costs, 3) buyers pays preparation of sale documents, 4) 

combine the lot with his existing lot, and 5) verify the location of the storm water pipe. All voted for the 

motion and it carried.    

 

Mr. Murray appeared before the Council to discuss the 2018 Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 

Districts report that was submitted to the State Auditor prior to August 1st.   Mr. Murray noted he will 
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publish the annual disclosure report and the distribution of the said reports to the Stearns County Auditor.   

Mr. Murray also noted there were no unusual events throughout the year in any TIF District.  

 

Mr. Mathiasen updated the Council on the construction progress for the 2019 7th Street 

Reconstruction Improvements.  Mr. Mathiasen noted the initial bituminous pavement should be done by the 

end of next week, followed by sidewalk preparation/concrete, finish driveway concrete, and grading 

boulevards.   

 

Mr. Mergen informed the Council the Church of Seven Dolors, 151 2nd Street, and the Mother of 

Mercy Campus of Care, 230 Church Avenue, will be seal coating their parking lots and requested whether 

or not the City would fund 2,100 square feet of roadway on Church Avenue at a cost of $5,500+/-.   Mr. 

Mergen noted the section of roadway is proposed to be reconstructed in a few years and didn’t think the 

seal coat improvement would be money well spent. Mr. Mathiasen noted the cost per square foot is double 

what the City paid Astech, St. Cloud, MN, who recently completed nearly 40,000 square feet of seal coat 

improvements in the City.  Mayor Tom Kasner, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Schneider 

to contact the Church of Seven Dolors to inform them the City is not interested in paying for any seal coat 

improvements on Church Avenue.  

 

Mr. Mergen also informed the Council he is researching the cost of a used wheel loader with a 

plow/wing to replace the 1994 Ford Plow Truck.   Mr. Mergen noted funds have been set aside for a newer 

vehicle to plow snow and several cities are replacing plow trucks with wheel loaders because of increased 

mobility, visibility, and reduced cost of operation.   Mayor Tom Kasner, with the consensus of the Council, 

directed Mr. Mergen to continue to explore options to replace the older plow truck and present a final 

recommendation to the Council at a future meeting. 

 

Mr. Mergen also informed the Council an abandoned well was found in the rear alley behind the 

City’s maintenance shop located at 231 4th Street.  Mr. Mergen noted the Minnesota Department of Health 

(MDH) informed the City the well was drilled in 1925 and abandoned in 1961, but not properly sealed.  

Mr. Mergen noted a well driller will be hired to properly seal the well as per MDH standards and funding 

from MDH, fifty-percent (50%), may be applied to the expenses. 

 

The Council took notice of an application to renew an Optional 2AM Liquor License request from 

Shady’s Hometown Tavern & Events Center, 451 Railroad Avenue.  Mr. Schneider noted the license 

period is one-year which begins September 1, 2019 and recommended approval.  After due discussion, a 

motion was made by Mayor Tom Kasner and seconded by Keith Heitzman to approve the said license 

renewal. All voted for the motion and it carried.  

 

Councilor Keith Heitzman, Albany Golf Club Liaison, informed the Council the annual Club 

Championship will be held August 10th and 11th.  Mr. Heitzman noted several golf tournaments were held 

at the course to benefit local charities including the Blattner Family Foundation tournament that benefitted 

the Albany/Avon fire departments and Albany/Avon police departments.  

 

Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, August 21, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 7:55 PM.         

 

 ____________________________   

 Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 


