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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, December 4, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, John R. Harlander, Al 

Amdahl, and Keith Heitzman.  None were absent.  

 

Others present were:  Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public 

Works Supervisor, Kate Asfeld, Editor, Albany Enterprise, Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm.  Avery Kompelien 

and Makayla Breth, Albany High School students. 

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by John R. Harlander and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the 

payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 69523 to 69552 and 17645 to 17659. All voted for the motion 

and it carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on November 20th and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Open forum/public comments: none. 

 

 Pursuant to due notice, at 6:32 PM, Mayor Tom Kasner called the public hearing into session to 

consider approving the 2020 Budget and the amount of property taxes being proposed to be collected to pay 

for the costs of services the City will provide in 2020.  Mr. Schneider noted a notice of the public hearing 

was published in the Albany Enterprise on November 20th and 27th.  Mr. Schneider presented to the 

Council the proposed employee benefits and wages, revenues, capital equipment plan, and department 

operations (water, sewer, park, police, street, administration, library, election, fire, street). Mr. Schneider 

noted that the 2019 levy was $892,696 and the proposed 2020 levy is $941,781, a 5.5% increase. Mr. 

Schneider noted the total expenditures proposed in 2020 for the departments are $1,665,782. Mr. Schneider 

informed the Council if the proposed 2020 levy is approved, the City’s 2020 tax capacity rate is estimated 

to be 42.571%, a slight increase from the previous year (41.863%). Mayor Tom Kasner closed the public 

hearing at 6:50 PM.  Mr. Schneider informed the Council a resolution to approve the 2020 Budget and levy 

will be presented to the Council at the regular Council meeting held on Wednesday, December 18th.  

 

Mr. Mathiasen presented to the Council Payment Voucher No. 2 for the 2019 Ornamental Street 

Light Improvements.  Mr. Mathiasen noted the improvements generally includes the project lighting 

wiring, the lighting units, and controls. Mr. Mathiasen also noted the project is substantially completed with 

minor punch list items remaining in 2020. Mayor Tom Kasner informed the Council on November 27th he 

accepted, on behalf of the City, a monetary donation from the Roger J. Voit family for the Christmas 

decorations on each light pole in the amount of $7,628.  Mr. Kasner noted the Voit family also donated 

funds for the Christmas decorations on the street poles in 2013 and the City is very thankful for their 

generosity.  After due discussion and upon recommendation from the City Engineer, a motion was made by 

Al Amdahl and seconded by Keith Heitzman to approve Payment Voucher No. 2 to Design Electric, Inc., 

St. Cloud, MN, in the amount of $109,934.36.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

 The Council took notice of a proposed map depicting street and utility reconstruction of 8th Street 

(from Midland Avenue to Aliva Avenue), Midland Avenue (from 8th Street to 9th Street), Forest Avenue 

(from 7th Street to 9th Street), one-half block of Lake  Avenue east of 8th Street, and Albany Avenue,  the 

“Improvement” and to assess the benefitted property for all or a portion of the cost of the Improvement 

pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 429.  Mayor Tom Kasner informed the Council he and Mr. 

Harlander met with the City’s financial consultant to determine if the City can afford a reconstruction 

project in 2020 versus an improvement project every other year.   Mayor Tom Kasner noted the City should 

consider a project each year because construction costs increase annually.   Councilor John R. Harlander 
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noted the City’s tax rate will increase slightly if an improvement is considered in 2020, but street and utility 

(water/sewer) upgrades are necessary being costs are increasing each year.  Mr. Schneider noted if street 

and utilities improvements are delayed, there are no cost savings to the public.  Mr. Mathiasen noted a 

feasibility report can be presented to the Council at the next Council meeting if the City authorizes their 

firm to prepare the said report at tonight’s meeting.   After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. 

Harlander who introduced the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION 2019-26 

CALLING FOR A PRELIMINARY 

ENGINEERING REPORT  

2020 Capital Improvements 

(8th Street and connecting roadways) 

 

 The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Adam Rushmeyer and after a full 

discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Mayor Tom 

Kasner, Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, John R. Harlander, Al Amdahl, and Keith Heitzman and none voted 

against the same whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of 

the said Resolution is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during 

regular office hours. 

 

 Councilor Al Amdahl updated the Council on activities at the Blattner Energy Arts Theater 

(BEAT) and the Blattner Energy Community Center (BECC) at the Albany Area School campus.  Mr. 

Amdahl noted winter sports are in full swing and both facilities are being used by students and public. 

 

 Mr. Amdahl, Park Board Liaison, informed the Council the Board held a meeting on November 

21st to discuss various items such as but not limited to:  2019 Park Survey, Winter Recreation program, 

Lions Club donation, future North Lake cleanup, and cross-country ski trail on the golf course.   Mr. 

Amdahl noted the Board recommended to the Council to approve the request by the Lions Club to transfer 

$5,000 of the Clubs $6,000 donation for future Park improvements to the Albany Golf Club Foundation 

Fund.   After due discussion and upon the recommendation by the Park Board, a motion was made by Al 

Amdahl and seconded by John R. Harlander to direct Mr. Schneider to transfer $5,000 from the City’s 

General Fund to the Albany Golf Club Foundation Fund. All voted for the motion and it carried.  

 

 Mr. Mergen presented to the Council a two-year agreement between the City and Custom Waste 

Irrigation, the City’s snow removal contractor.  Mr. Mergen informed the Council that Lyle Lochen, the 

owner, and his crew have done a remarkable job with snow removal within the designated area over the 

past several years and recommend approval of the agreement.  Mr. Schneider noted the agreement would 

expire May 1, 2021.  After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Al 

Amdahl to authorize Mayor Tom Kasner to execute the said Agreement on behalf of the City.  All voted for 

the motion and it carried. 

 

 Mr. Mergen informed the Council the City should proceed to prepare a bid document to purchase 

new water meters knowing bidding, purchasing, replacement, and installation of all the water meters will 

take 12-14 weeks. Mr. Mergen noted the proposal is to purchase an automated metering infrastructure 

(AMI) system at an estimated cost of $500,000+/-.   Mr. Mathiasen noted his engineering firm has worked 

with other cities in preparing of a notice to bid, but bid documents would not be required. After due 

discussion, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by Keith Heitzman to authorize the 

advertisement for bids for the aforesaid water metering system with the assistance of the City’s engineering 

firm in preparation of the bid notice.  All voted for the motion and it carried.   

 

The Council took notice of a Minnesota Lawful Gambling Off-site application submitted by the 

Albany Lions Club.  Mr. Schneider informed the Council the said Club proposes to conduct a raffle on 

February 7th for their annual Sweetheart Dinner Show to be held at Shady’s Hometown Tavern, 461 

Railroad Avenue. After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander who introduced the 

following Resolution and moved its adoption: 
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RESOLUTION 2019-27 

APPROVING LG230 MINNESOTA 

LAWFUL GAMBLING APPLICATION 

(Albany Lions Club) 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Keith Heitzman and after a full 

discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Tom 

Kasner, Councilors Al Amdahl, Keith Heitzman, Adam Rushmeyer, and John R. Harlander, and none voted 

against the same whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of 

the said Resolution is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during 

regular office hours.  

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council the regular Council meeting on January 1st should be 

rescheduled to Thursday, January 2nd due to the holiday.  After due discussion, a motion was made by 

Mayor Tom Kasner and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer to reschedule the regular Council meeting on 

Wednesday, January 1st to Thursday, January 2nd.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, December 18, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 7:15 PM.         

 

 ____________________________   

Tom Schneider 

Clerk/Adm.  


