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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, February 20, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, Al Amdahl, and Keith 

Heitzman.  Councilor John R. Harlander was absent.  

 

Also, others present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with 

Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise.  

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by Keith Heitzman to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the 

payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 68937 to 68980 and 17301 to 17316. All voted for the motion 

and it carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on February 6
th

 and hearing none declared them approved. 

 

Open forum/public comments: none.  

 

Joe Peternell, 730 Church Avenue, was present for the meeting. 

 

Councilor Adam Rushmeyer, Planning Commission Liaison, informed the Council the Planning 

Commission held a public hearing on February 13th to consider a request by 8
th

 Street Rentals, Inc., (Joe 

Peternell) 730 Church Avenue, Albany, MN to rezone the former Albany Roller Mill property from C2 

Highway Commercial Zone to C1 Core Commercial Zone for the proposed redevelopment of the site to a 

professional office/retail.  Mr. Peternell appeared before the Council to inform the Council the C1 Core 

Commercial Zone allows him to redevelop the property with a larger building foot print because the 

property has limited depth, a storm sewer/sanitary sewer cutting through property, a billboard, and setback 

requirements in a C2 Zone would limit the full potential for redevelopment of the site.   Mr. Peternell noted 

off-street parking would be provided on the east and west side of the building.   Mr. Schneider informed the 

Council a site plan will be submitted to the Planning Commission and approved by the City Engineer to 

include but not limited to off-street parking, downcast exterior lighting, sidewalk, signage, stormwater 

drainage pattern/retention, building dimensions, setbacks, and permanent utility (Storm Sewer/Sanitary 

Sewer) easement to the City.   Mr. Rushmeyer noted the existing C1 Core Commercial Zone is located 

north of the former Mill property and the request is not spot zoning.  After due discussion and upon the 

recommendation of the Planning Commission, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by 

Al Amdahl the request by 8
th

 Street Rentals, Inc., (Joe Peternell) 730 Church Avenue, Albany, MN, to 

rezone the property from a C2 Highway Commercial Zone to a C1 Core Commercial Zone for the proposed 

redevelopment of site to professional offices/retail be approved as follows: 

 

1. The capital investment proposed by the applicant is significant.  

2. New building shall conform to Section 80.21, Exterior Material requirements. 

3. A site plan shall be submitted and approved by the City Engineer to include but not limited to 

off-street parking provided, downcast exterior lighting, sidewalk, signage, stormwater 

drainage pattern/retention, building dimensions, setbacks, and permanent utility easement to 

the City.   The Planning Commission will review the site plan at a meeting.  

4.  Property owner shall be required to execute a utility easement between 8
th

 Street Rentals, 

Inc., and the City for the City’s sanitary sewer and storm sewer that cut across the property. 

5. The property is continuous to an existing C1 Core Commercial Zone. The request is not spot 

zoning.  



ALBANY CITY COUNCIL                               FEBRUARY 20, 2019 
 

 2 

6. On western 1/3 of property, the storm sewer pipe, sanitary sewer main, XCEL easement, and 

billboard make the redevelopment of the property challenging within the C2 Highway 

Commercial set back requirements.   

7. The redevelopment will improve the 8
th

 Street interstate corridor or entrance of the City, 

increase property tax base, and employment opportunities. 

8. Construct a new sidewalk be constructed abutting the west side of the property within State 

HWY #238 right-of-way and paid for pursuant to Ordinance 41, Subd. 3, subp.(a), whereas 

paid for by 50% abutting property owner and 50% City.  Contractor or property owner to 

obtain permits and approval from MnDOT. 

9. Times and conditions have changed to warrant a change in zoning. 

10. The new building will connect to municipal water and sewer services. 

 

All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Councilor Adam Rushmeyer, Planning Commission Liaison, informed the Council the Planning 

Commission held a public hearing on February 13th to consider a request by the City of Albany to amend 

Subdivision Ordinance 81, Section 81.12, Design Standards, Easements, Section 81.15, Subd. 9, Sidewalks 

and Trails, and Section 81.20, Division or consolidation of platted lots by the addition of Subd. 5, 

Sidewalks and Trails. Mr. Rushmeyer noted the current language did not include the new 2017 Albany 

Pedestrian Master Plan or minimum requirements for installation of sidewalks and trails which is required 

if the City applies for Federal and State funding opportunities to implement the strategies and goals of the 

said Plan.   After due discussion and upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, a motion was 

made by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by Keith Heitzman to approve the amendment to Subdivision 

Ordinance 81 as follows: 

 

 Section 81.12, Design Standards, Easements, by the addition of Subd. 5 

 Section 81.15, Sidewalk and Trails, by the addition of Subd. 9 

 Section 81.20, Division or Consolidation of platted lots by the addition of Subd. 5 

 

All voted for the motion and it carried.  The complete text of the said amendment is on file at City 

Hall for public inspection during normal business hours.   

 

Councilor Adam Rushmeyer, Planning Commission Liaison, informed the Council over the years 

there’s been confusion in residential subdivisions as to whether or not a concrete or bituminous driveway is 

required when a new detached garage is constructed because the current language in Ordinance 80, Section 

80.10, Subd. 3(b) requires an improved surface to be durable and dust-free which can be interpreted 

differently.   Mr. Rushmeyer noted the amendment will require the improved surface to be either concrete, 

bituminous, or pervious or impervious pavers in residential districts.  Mr. Rushmeyer also noted in 

residential districts, the driveway at a minimum, shall extend from the back of the curb to the front wall of 

the house or accessory building served by the driveway.  Mr. Schneider noted the amendment will include 

commercial and industrial districts for off-street parking and loading spaces.  After due discussion and 

upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer and 

seconded by Mayor Tom Kasner to approve the amendment to Zoning Ordinance 80, Section 80.10, Subd. 

3 (b).  All voted for the motion and it carried.  The complete text of the said amendment is on file at City 

Hall for public inspection during normal business hours. 

 

Councilor Adam Rushmeyer, Planning Commission Liaison, informed the Council the 

Commission discussed an amendment to Ordinance 41, Streets and Sidewalks regulating planting of trees 

and shrubs.    Mr. Rushmeyer noted over the years several trees planted in the right-of-way or boulevard 

have damaged sidewalks and curbs not to mention an additional expense for removal during street 

reconstruction improvements.  Mr. Rushmeyer noted the amendment will prohibit the planting of trees, 

shrubs or other plantings within any boulevard or right of way, within any utility easement, or within five 

(5) feet of any sidewalk. Mr. Schneider noted property owners are required to call Gopher State One Call 

that would include the location of a new tree; whereby notices are provided to the City that will enable City 
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staff to monitor where new trees will be planted by property owners.  After due discussion and upon the 

recommendation from the Planning Commission, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded 

by Al Amdahl to approve the amendment to Ordinance 41, Streets and Sidewalks, by the addition of 

Section 41.09, Subd. 1 and Subd. 2. All voted for the motion and it carried. The complete text of the said 

amendment is on file at City Hall for public inspection during normal business hours. 

 

Councilor Adam Rushmeyer, Planning Commission Liaison, informed the Council the 

Commission discussed a proposed amendment to Ordinance 51, Parking Regulations.  Mr. Rushmeyer 

noted the amendment would prohibit on-street semi-truck parking in a C1 Core Commercial Zone and C2 

Highway Commercial Zone for any length of time, except during periods when the vehicle is being actively 

loaded or unloaded.  After due discussion and upon the recommendation from the Planning Commission, a 

motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by Keith Heitzman to approve an amendment to 

Ordinance 51.09, Parking Regulations, by the addition of Subd. 6, C1 Core Commercial Zone and C2 

Highway Commercial Zone Parking.  All voted for the motion and it carried. The complete text of the said 

amendment is on file at City Hall for public inspection during normal business hours. 

 

Councilor Adam Rushmeyer, Planning Commission Liaison, also informed the Council, the 

Commission discussed a proposed amendment to Ordinance 75, Abandoned Motor (Junk) Vehicles.   Mr. 

Rushmeyer noted the current language is outdated and the proposed amendment provides direction to City 

Staff and property owners for removal of vehicles that violate the ordinance.  After due discussion and 

upon the recommendation from the Planning Commission, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer and 

seconded by Mayor Tom Kasner to approve Ordinance 75, Abandoned Motor (Junk) Vehicles.   All voted 

for the motion and it carried. Mayor Tom Kasner directed Mr. Schneider to inspect and mail notices to 

properties which are not in compliance with the ordinance. The complete text of the said amendment is on 

file at City Hall for public inspection during normal business hours.  

 

Councilor Adam Rushmeyer, Planning Commission Liaison, also informed the Council, the 

Commission discussed a proposed amendment to Ordinance 70, Public Nuisance.  Mr. Rushmeyer noted 

the Council and City Staff have received complaints from the public of several residential properties that 

have accumulated and store on their property excess amounts of refuse, discarded debris, garbage, 

furniture, scrap wood, etc. Mr. Rushmeyer noted the proposed corrections and additions to Ordinance 70 

will assist City staff in moving forward to abate the nuisances on private property. After due discussion and 

upon the recommendation from the Planning Commission, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer and 

seconded by Keith Heitzman to approve the amendment to Ordinance 70, Public Nuisance.   All voted for 

the motion and it carried.  Mayor Tom Kasner noted that notices be mailed in the spring to properties which 

are not in compliance with the ordinance. The complete text of the said amendment is on file at City Hall 

for public inspection during normal business hours. 

 

Mr. Mathiasen informed the Council the City’s application to MnDOT for Federal Transportation 

Alternative (TA) funding ($285,000+/-) for the reconstruction of Forest Avenue in the year 2021 that 

includes a new safe pathway (sidewalks) on the north (6’ sidewalk) and south (8’ shared sidewalk) on 

Forest Avenue west of 1
st
 Street ending at 6

th
 Street was not approved.  Mr. Mathiasen noted MnDOT 

approved applications that related to regional trails, but there is a slim chance the City may get funded from 

the Minnesota Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Program. 

 

Mr. Mergen presented to the Council a 2018 year-end activity report for the Street, Park, Water, 

and Sewer Department.   

 

Councilor Al Amdahl informed the Council he contacted Sara Priest, a Partnership Specialist with 

the U.S. Census Bureau, to discuss the idea to appoint a Complete Count Committee (CCC) to ensure a 

successful count in the City for the 2020 Census.  Mr. Amdahl noted there is interest by community 

members to assist the City in getting the word out about the 2020 Census and assisting in recruiting 

applicants for Census Jobs. Mr. Amdahl informed the Council he would present a list of volunteers for the 

committee at the next Council meeting and would not object if he were appointed chairman of the 

committee.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Al Amdahl who introduced the following 

Resolution and moved its adoption: 
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RESOLUTION 2019-02 

(Creating a 2020 Census Complete County Committee) 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Adam Rushmeyer and after a full 

discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Councilors 

Adam Rushmeyer, Al Amdahl, and Keith Heitzman, and none voted against the same whereupon the said 

Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution is on file at the 

office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Councilor Keith Heitzman, Albany Golf Club Liaison, informed the Council their Board approved 

a budget for the year 2019 and is negotiating a lease arrangement with Shady’s Hometown Tavern and 

Event Center, Albany, MN, for the operation of the restaurant.   Mr. Heitzman noted a few special events 

are held at the club house during the winter months. 

 

Mayor Tom Kasner, Albany Fire Board Liaison, informed the Council fireman Dan Nienaber 

retired after serving on the Department for 20 years and thanked him for his unselfish service and 

dedication to the City and surrounding area.   Mayor Tom Kasner noted the Board met on February 19
th

 to 

review the 2018 operations of the Albany Fire Department and other activities.   Mayor Tom Kasner 

reported the following to be paid to the City by each Township: 

 

   2019 CIP Fund 2018 Operations  Total Due 

 Albany City $15,757  $63,393   $79,150 

 Albany Town   $7,878  $31,696   $39,574 

 Farming Town   $2,815  $11,320   $14,135 

 Krain Town   $1,688    $6,792     $8,480 

 

Total: $28,138  $113,201  $141,339 

 

Mr. Schneider presented to the Council a preliminary site plan for a 1MW (Megawatt) community 

solar garden to be constructed by SunShare, Denver, CO, on property (37+/- acres) owned by Anthony H. 

Stangler Trust, 22784 355
th

 Street, Albany, MN (01.00127.000).  Mr. Schneider noted the project is located 

west of 23205 355
th

 Street, abuts City limits, 1,300+/-LF from municipal utilities, and within the City’s 

future residential land use boundary as shown in the Comprehensive Plan.    Mr. Schneider noted a 

Conditional Use Permit is required from Stearns County Environmental Services and the City can comment 

on the request at that time a notice of the public hearing is received. 

  

Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, March 6, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 7:55 PM.          

 

 ____________________________   

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 


