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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, February 6, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors John R. Harlander, Adam Rushmeyer, Al 

Amdahl, and Keith Heitzman.  None were absent. Also, others present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., 

Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with Stantec, Inc., Ozzie Carbajal, Police Chief, Joe Mergen, Public 

Works Supervisor, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise.  

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Keith Heitzman and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the 

payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 68880 to 68936 and 17274 to 17300. All voted for the motion 

and it carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on January 16
th

.   Mr. Schneider noted that the bid date for the 2019 Capital Improvements 

is February 21
st
 and not February 14

th
 as stated in Exhibit A-Notice of Advertisement of Bids in Resolution 

2019-01.  Mayor Tom Kasner hearing no others declared them approved. 

 

Open forum/public comments: none.  

 

Randy Lockridge, President, appeared before the Council on behalf of the Albany Area Jaycees, to 

request approval for an Event Permit and Large Gathering permit application for their annual Ice Cup Golf 

Challenge to be held on North Lake on Saturday, February 23rd. Mr. Lockridge noted that there are 

approximately fifty (50) teams with five (5) individuals per team competing against each other on a make 

shift golf course on North Lake. After due discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Tom Kasner and 

seconded by Al Amdahl to approve the Event Permit.  All voted for the motion and it carried.  

 

Mr. Mathiasen appeared before the Council to discuss proposed intersection improvements at 1
st
 

Street and Railroad Avenue.    Mr. Mathiasen informed the Council if no decision can be made at this time 

on a final intersection design, the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) will allocate the 

funding to another project in the State which does not mean the City will lose funding, but the project 

would be moved back to 2021 or 2022.   Mr. Harlander noted he would be in favor of a free/yield right turn 

lane rather than a standard three-legged intersection with stop control on the north leg only where turning 

lanes and thru lanes are shared. Mr. Amdahl questioned if the intersection improvements should be delayed 

until the construction of the new CentraCare Clinic is completed to determine if there are additional traffic 

issues.   Mr. Heitzman noted a roundabout will slow traffic and is the best design; whereby any other 

configurations may only be a temporary solution.   Mr. Rushmeyer noted he would not support a standard 

three-legged intersection because of limited roadway width that does not address adequate traffic 

movement.   Mayor Tom Kasner, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Mathiasen to inform 

MnDOT that the Council would support a free/yield right turn lane and had no objection if improvement is 

moved back until 2021.  

 

 Mayor Tom Kasner, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Schneider to forward a letter 

to MnDOT or Stearns County Highway Department requesting the speed limit on Stearns County Road #54 
east of the 1

st
 Street and Railroad Avenue intersection be reduced from 40 mph to 30 mph.   Mr. Schneider 

noted MnDOT never responded to a similar request a few years ago, but would submit a request to the 

appropriate highway agency.  

 

The Council took notice of a request by Stantec, the City’s Engineering Firm, to update the 

Sanitary Sewer and Water Main capital improvement plans and budgets at a cost not to exceed $3,000.  Mr. 

Schneider noted the updated information will assist the City in determining the appropriate utility billing 

rates that will allow the City to perform necessary maintenance on the utility infrastructure and budget for 
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future improvements.  Mr. Schneider reminded the Council in the near future the City is looking to replace 

all the water meters (commercial/industrial/residential) including new computer software at an estimated 

cost of $400,000+/-.  After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by 

Keith Heitzman to authorize Stantec to update the Sanitary Sewer and Water Main capital improvement 

plans and budgets at a cost not to exceed $3,000.  All voted for the motion and it carried. Mr. Schneider 

informed the Council that David Drown Associates, the City’s financial consultant, will be retained to 

develop the new water and sewer rate increases to be implemented in 2019.  
 

Mr. Mergen informed the Council the Stearns County Highway Department will seal coat Stearns 

County Road #54 east of the 1
st
 Street and Railroad Avenue Intersection in 2019; whereby the City’s share 

of the improvement is $13,000.   Mr. Mergen noted the county pays the City annually for street 

maintenance costs ($5,300+/-) for those county roads located within the City. Mr. Schneider noted the City 

will also be seal coating several streets in 2019 and will advertise for bids within the next month.  Mr. 

Heitzman questioned if the City should contact other cities to bid larger quantities for lower pricing. Mr. 

Mergen noted there would not be much of a savings.   Mr. Schneider directed Mr. Mergen to contact other 

cities to determine if there is an interest in combing several cities to bid seal coating improvements in 2019 

and determine if lower unit pricing is available to the City.   After due discussion, a motion was made by 

John R. Harlander and seconded by Al Amdahl to approve payment to Stearns County Highway 

Department in the amount of $13,000 +/- to seal coat Stearns County Road #54 in the location as stated 

above. All voted for the motion and it carried.  

 

The Council took notice of a letter the Police Department received from Kathy Kramer, 951 7
th
 

Street, expressing her concerns about traffic safety issues on 7
th

 Street at cross intersections of 1
st
 Avenue, 

2
nd

 Avenue, and 3
rd

 Avenue.   Mr. Schneider noted that Ms. Kramer recommended “Yield” signs be erected 

at the aforementioned intersections to slow traffic and improve intersection safety for motorists.   Mr. 

Carbajal informed the Council his officers did monitor the traffic at the intersections and did not notice any 

speeding issues, but noted the potential for an accident has increased having seen several new residential 

homes constructed in the Trails Edge subdivision (2005) west of 7
th

 Street.   Mr. Carbajal also noted there 

was a motor vehicle accident at 10
th

 Street and Midland Avenue a week ago which has seen accidents in the 

past due to the Stonebrooke residential subdivision (1999).  Mayor Tom Kasner noted that the City’s 

population has increased significantly in the past 30-years; whereby he would support more Yield and/or 

Stop signs at certain intersections to reduce the speed of motorists.  After due discussion, a motion was 

made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer to direct Mr. Mergen to install new traffic 

signs when weather permits at the following intersections: 

 

 10
th

 Street and Midland Avenue.   Yield signs on 10
th

 St. north and south traffic. 

 7
th

 Street and 2
nd

 Avenue. Stop signs on 7
th

 St. north and south traffic. 

 7
th

 Street and 3
rd

 Avenue. Yield signs on 3
rd

 Ave. east and west traffic. 

 7
th

 Street and 1
st
 Avenue. Yield signs on 1

st
 Ave. east and west traffic. 

 

All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Councilor John R. Harlander stepped down as a Council member. 

 

 The Council took notice of a request by The Woodshop Partnership, 400 14
th

 Street, for an 

administrative subdivision of certain real property, Lot 1, Block 2, 3.8 acres+/-, (PID#40.26000.0007) 

Albany Industries Addition. Mr. Schneider noted that the vacant lot is zoned M-2, Industrial, Commercial 

& Business District.  Mr. Schneider noted the easterly 20 feet of right-of-way (ROW) on 14
th

 Street was 

vacated in 2000 and the square footage attached to this lot after the approved street vacation.  Mr. 

Schneider recommended approval as per the following:  
 

1. The vacant lot abuts 14
th

 Street which is an unimproved street.  The lot may require street 

improvements in the future to provide access and to add a turnaround that meets the international 

fire code.  The improvements may be initiated by the City or a majority of the adjacent property 

owners and the costs will be shared according to the City's assessment policy. 
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2. Subdivision Ordinance 81.20, Subd. 1 states that a lot which is part of a recorded plat may be 

divided one-time providing the lots resulting from such division comply with the minimum lot 

area, width, and depth established by the Zoning Ordinance. A second lot split in the future will 

require platting. 

3. Zoning Ordinance Section 80.23, Subd. 4: Minimum Lot Dimensions, 10,000 SF. The subdivision 

of the lot does not create a non-conforming lot. 

4. At the time of development of the Wood Shop Partnership and Ramler Properties, Albany, MN, 

the buyer of the northern portion of Lot 1, Block 2, all City ordinances will need to be followed, 

including compliance with all City storm water requirements for runoff treatment and volume 

control, as warranted. 

 

After due discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Tom Kasner and seconded by Al Amdahl to 

approve the request by The Woodshop Partnership for a minor subdivision of the aforesaid lot, execute a 

Certificate of Compliance, and approve the recommendations per the City Clerk/Administrator. All voted 

for the motion and it carried.  

 

Councilor John R. Harlander resumed his position as a City Council member. 

 

The Council took notice of a proposed 3-year arrangement letter (2018-2020) submitted by 

Schlenner Wenner & Company, St. Cloud, MN, to complete the City’s comprehensive audit and 

accounting services.   Mr. Schneider noted the fees are based on their prior six-year history of the services 

as to hours required to complete the work and there are new standards to apply over the next three years as 

well. Mr. Schneider noted that the City has been with the auditing firm for several years and provided a 

survey of fees paid by other nearby cities from their respective auditors for auditing services.   Mayor Tom 

Kasner, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Schneider to contact Schlenner Wenner Company 

to discuss their proposed fee schedule.    No action was taken by the Council. 

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council Verizon submitted three applications to install a small cell 

structure on existing street light poles in the following locations: 1) City Hall parking lot, 2) 741 Railroad 

Avenue, and 3) 141 Railroad Avenue.   Mr. Schneider noted the applications will be reviewed and if 

complete, a permit will be issued for construction to begin in 2019. 

 

Mr. Schneider also informed the Council that CHI, Inc., the owners of the former hospital site 

which includes a medical clinic operated by CentraCare at 320 3
rd

 Avenue, listed the property with CBRE, 

a Minneapolis, MN, real estate company.   Mr. Schneider noted he contacted Steven Smith, Interim 

President and Chief Financial Officer, of CHI St. Gabriel’s in Little Falls, MN, to discuss the future use of 

the building and property being CentraCare will vacate the medical clinic as soon as the construction of 

their new clinic at 30 Railroad Avenue is completed in 2019.  Mr. Schneider questioned if the Council has 

an interest in the property to control a potential sale and future use.  Mr. Harlander noted that CHI, Inc., 

should donate the property to the City being the community and surrounding area donated several 

thousands of dollars over the years to building and equipment improvements.   Mayor Tom Kasner, with 

the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Schneider to discuss the future sale of the property with Mr. 

Smith.  

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council that he met with Sara Priest, a Partnership Specialist with the 

U.S. Census Bureau to discuss the formation of a Complete Count Committee (CCC) to ensure a successful 

count in the City for the 2020 Census.  Mr. Schneider recommended someone from the Council be a liaison 

for the CCC; whereby most of the work is about getting the word out about the 2020 Census and assisting 

in recruiting applicants for Census Jobs.  Mayor Tom Kasner noted that anyone may contact Mr. Schneider 

if interested in becoming the liaison for the CCC. 

 

 Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, February 20, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 8:15 PM.          

 

 ____________________________   

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 


