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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Acting Mayor John R. Harlander at 6:30 o’clock in the 

evening on Wednesday, January 16, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, Al Amdahl, and Keith 

Heitzman.  Mayor Tom Kasner was absent. 

 

Also, others present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with 

Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise.  

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Al Amdahl and seconded by Keith Heitzman to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the payment of 

the following bills: Check Numbers 68834 to 68879 and 17259 to 17273. All voted for the motion and it 

carried.   

 

Acting Mayor John R. Harlander called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 

regular meeting of the Council held on January 2nd and hearing none declared them approved. 

 

Open forum/public comments: none.  

 

Mr. Mathiasen presented to the Council proposed plans and specifications for the 2019 Capital 

Improvements (Street and Utility Reconstruction Improvements).   Mr. Mathiasen noted the improvements 

consist of full street and utility reconstruction of 8
th

 Street from Railroad Avenue to Midland Avenue, 7
th

 

Street from Railroad Avenue to Aliva Avenue, Midland Avenue from 6
th

 Street to 8
th

 Street, Forest Avenue 

from 6
th

 Street to 7
th

 Street and Lake Avenue from 6
th

 Street to 7
th

 Street. Mr. Mathiasen reminded the 

Council the construction will include new streets, sidewalks, water main, sewer main, water and sewer 

services, curb, and storm sewer. Mr. Mathiasen informed the Council bids will be opened at 11:00 AM on 

Thursday, February 14
th

 at City Hall.  After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander who 

introduced the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION 2019-01 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

AND ORDERING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

2019 Capital Improvement Project 

(Exhibit A – Notice of Advertisement for Bids) 

 
The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Adam Rushmeyer and after a full 

discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Councilors 

Adam Rushmeyer, John R. Harlander, Al Amdahl, and Keith Heitzman, and none voted against the same 

whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution 

is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Mr. Mathiasen noted that the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) would like to 

know if the City will proceed with a roundabout design or other intersection layout configurations for 1
st
 

Street and Railroad Avenue.  Mr. Mathiasen noted the intersection improvement may begin in 2020 if a 

final design is approved by the City and MnDOT or the project can be pushed back a year or two. Mr. 

Mathiasen noted MnDOT would prefer a mini-roundabout and had concerns the proposed 130’ diameter 

roundabout did not adequately address driveway access for adjacent properties.   Mr. Mathiasen also noted 

that discussion with MnDOT included a design to construct a free/yield right turn lane from 1
st
 Street to 

Railroad Avenue to match truck turning movements and separates the right turning traffic from the left 

turning traffic with a “pork chop” island for a pedestrian refuge area while crossing 1
st
 Street, but there are 

motor vehicle sight distance issues to be considered. Mr. Harlander noted the free/yield right turn lane 
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would be less expensive, and questioned if the drive lanes on Railroad Avenue could be moved to the south 

to improve sight distance at the intersection.    Mr. Heitzman noted if the “STOP” sign is removed for west 

traffic on Stearns County 54, vehicle speeds may increase.   Mr. Heitzman also noted a roundabout would 

be the safest improvement for the intersection, but is quite expensive.  Mr. Harlander noted the Council has 

the following three options to consider: 1) do nothing at this time and instruct MnDOT to postpone funding 

to 2021 or 2022, 2) construct a roundabout greater than 130’diameter, and 3) construct a free/yield right 

turn lane from 1
st
 Street to Railroad Avenue, remove STOP sign on Co. Rd. 54, install STOP sign on 1

st
 St. 

for left turn. Mr. Harlander noted that a mini-roundabout would not be considered based on site visits in 

other cities and previous discussions at Council meetings.  Acting Mayor John R. Harlander, with the 

consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Mathiasen to prepare an intersection design for a free/yield right 

turn lane from 1
st
 Street to Railroad Avenue shifting the drive lanes to the south that would improve sight 

distance at the intersection.   

 

Mr. Mergen informed the Council that the 2018 annual savings for the City was $15,400 using the 

standby generator at the Water Treatment Plant.  Mr. Mergen noted it’s beneficial to operate the standby 

generator during off-peak electric hours to receive electric savings from Stearns Electric Association and 

assure that the said generator will actually work in the event of a power outage.   

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council that there will be a public hearing before the Stearns County 

Planning Commission on a request by Novel Reber Solar, LLC, St. Paul, MN on behalf of George and 

Carol Reber Trust, 23247 350
th
 Street, Albany, for a conditional use permit to construct a 1MW community 

solar garden (25-year contract) on approximately 10 acres located in Albany Township on Thursday, 

January 17
th

 at the Steans County Service Center, Waite Park, MN.   Mr. Schneider noted municipal water 

and sewer mains are approximately 2,500+/- lineal feet east of the project and within the City’s 

Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map designated for future commercial development.  Mr. Schneider also 

noted two other community solar gardens recently have been constructed near the City limits due to the 

proximity of XCEL Energy’s electric sub-station located on Shamrock Lane/13
th

 Street.   Mr. Harlander 

noted the concern of the City is the solar garden lease agreement is a minimum of 25-years which can be 

renewed for additional years.   Mr. Schneider also noted that depending on the site, a solar garden can 

become a long-term barrier to development and render it financially unfeasible to extend sewer and water 

through or around the property to serve other developments having no avenues to recoup the cost of the 

utility extension.  Acting Mayor John R. Harlander, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. 

Schneider to attend the aforesaid public hearing on behalf of the City to recommend the County approve an 

ordinance amendment that would establish a buffer zone around existing City limits or at least around 

existing extension of municipal water and sewer mains to ensure that the solar farms are appropriately sited 

in such a manner that they do not stymie further growth of any City.   Acting Mayor John R. Harlander also 

noted that the City is not opposed to the request by Novel Reber Solar, LLC, St. Paul, MN on behalf of 

George and Carol Reber Trust, but wants the County to be made aware of the City’s concern about solar 

farms constructed near the City limits. 

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council the five-year Planning Commission term of Will Seiler 

expires at the end of the year.  Mr. Schneider noted he contacted Mr. Seiler regarding his term expiring; 

whereby Mr. Seiler would accept the appointment if the Council were to re-appoint him.  After due 

discussion, a motion was made by Al Amdahl and seconded by Keith Heitzman to reappoint Mr. Seiler to a 

five-year term on the Planning Commission.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider also informed the Council the following two certificates of deposits (CD’s) were 

executed at an interest rate of 2.25% for a one-year period at the Central Minnesota Credit Union, Albany:  

1) $300,000 Capital Equipment Fund, and 2) $200,000 Sewer fund.  Acting Mayor John R. Harlander, with 

the consensus of the Council, had no objection to the investments.   

 

Mr. Schneider noted that Councilor Adam Rushmeyer would like to attend the 2019 Leadership 

Conference being offered by the League of Minnesota Cities for newly elected officials February 22
nd

 

through the 23
rd

 in Brainerd, MN.  Mr. Schneider noted pursuant to Mn State Statute 465.58, Subd. 1, cities 

may appropriate funds to defray the actual and necessary expenses of Council members to attend meetings.     

Mr. Schneider also noted his expenses will be paid as a reimbursement.  Mr. Rushmeyer informed the 
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Council he would like to attend the meeting to gain valuable information on the duties and responsibilities 

of being a Council member.  After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander and seconded 

by Al Amdahl to approve Mr. Rushmeyer’s attendance for the said meeting in Brainerd, MN.   All voted 

for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider recommended the Council approve his registration fee for the annual Minnesota 

Clerks and Finance Officers Association annual conference to be held March 20
th

 through the 22
nd

 in St. 

Cloud, MN. Mr. Schneider noted that several topics regarding local government operations will be 

discussed and it’s an opportunity to network with other municipal employees similar in population.   After 

due discussion, a motion was made by Keith Heitzman and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer to approve Mr. 

Schneider’s registration fee for the said meeting in St. Cloud, MN.  All voted for the meeting and it carried.  

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council that he, Mr. Mergen, and Steve Blenker, the City’s 

Emergency Management Director, will attend a one-day training session for Debris Management planning 

and operations following a disaster on February 5th in Waite Park, MN.    

 

Mr. Schneider also informed the City that a deferred private assessment agreement for the 1995 

Country Estates subdivision related to street, curb/gutter, water, sewer, storm sewer, and services has been 

paid in full between Sand Companies, Inc., (Leo Sand) and Lucky of Albany, LLC, (Bryan D. Schiffler), 

the new owner of the former Gas Service property at 21837 County Road 54.   Mr. Schneider noted that if 

the property is annexed to the City, the property owner will pay a water and sewer hookup fee at the time of 

annexation. 

 

Mr. Schneider noted the City received a $5,000 donation from a local family for the purpose of 

North Lake Revitalization Improvements.  Mr. Schneider noted no meetings have been held by the Park 

Board to consider North Lake improvements other than improving the water quality and aquatic plant 

inventory. Mr. Schneider noted the funds will remain in a separate account for the time being until a project 

is considered by the Park Board. 

 

Mr. Schneider also noted the City received a $5,000 donation from a local family for the purpose 

of installation of ornamental street lights on the south side of Railroad Avenue east of the intersection of 1
st
 

Street and Railroad Avenue ending at the school’s south campus driveway entrance.   Mr. Schneider 

informed the Council the City Engineer estimated the cost to be $100,000+/-.   Mr. Harlander noted the 

number of ornamental poles may be reduced to lower the costs, but would be in favor if adjoining property 

owners would consider paying for a portion of the costs.   Mr. Harlander also noted that, at the very least, 

the City should install conduit large enough to accommodate future electrical wires at this point in time 

before the sidewalk is installed adjacent to CentraCare’s new clinic on Railroad Avenue.    Mr. Schneider 

informed the Council he will obtain cost estimates and fund-raising efforts to be discussed at a future 

meeting.  

 

 Acting Mayor John R. Harlander announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in 

the evening on Wednesday, February 6, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 8:00 PM.          

 

 ____________________________   

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 


