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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, January 2, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, Al Amdahl, John R. 

Harlander, and Keith Heitzman.  None were absent. 

 

Also, others present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Ozzie Carbajal, Police Chief, Jeremy 

Mathiasen, City Engineer, with Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, and Mike Kosik, 

Editor, Albany Enterprise.  

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mr. Schneider administered the Oath of Office to Mayor Tom Kasner, Councilor Al Amdahl, and 

Councilor Adam Rushmeyer. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  Councilor John R. Harlander noted that it 

appears that Xcel Energy had been paid twice according to the check register and directed Mr. Schneider to 

review each invoice to confirm appropriate payment. Mr. Schneider noted that each would be reviewed and 

proper payment will be made to Xcel Energy. After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander 

and seconded by Keith Heitzman to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the payment of the following 

bills: Check Numbers 68811 to 68833 and 17242 to 17258. All voted for the motion and it carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on December 19th and hearing none declared them approved. 

 

Open forum/public comments: none.  

 

Mr. Mathiasen informed the Council that on or before January 4
th

 he will be submitting, on behalf 

of the City, the Transportation Alternatives (TA) & Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Joint Solicitation 

application to the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT).  Mr. Mathiasen noted that the 

request relates to the proposed Forest Avenue Reconstruction Improvements.  Mr. Mathiasen noted the 

project is a full street and underground utility reconstruction improvement including planning to create a 

safe, separated infrastructure for students, families, staff, and residents to be able to walk or bike to the 

Albany Area School campus.  Mr. Mathiasen also noted that the project includes filling in gaps and 

widening the sidewalk along the north side of Forest Avenue, building a shared use path along the south 

side of the street, and reconstruction of the adjacent sidewalks as identified in the Albany Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Master Plan as well as the Albany Capital Improvement Plan. Mr. Mathiasen also noted that 

projects will be selected for approval on April 15, 2019. Mayor Tom Kasner thanked Mr. Mathiasen for 

compiling all the necessary information required in the application.   

 

Mr. Mergen informed the Council that he ordered 125 tons of road salt to be placed on streets to 

remove ice, if necessary, during the winter season. Mr. Mergen noted that the cost will be $11,000+/- 

which will be used during the next two winter seasons.   

 

Mr. Carbajal appeared before the Council and recommend that the Council hire Jason Mehr, St. 

Cloud, MN, as a part-time Patrol Officer.   Mr. Carbajal noted that all employment criteria had been 

successfully completed.  After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by 

Al Amdahl to hire Jason Mehr as a part-time Patrol Officer at an hourly rate of $20 per hour.  All voted for 

the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council that Allison Dudek, 812 Highlands Drive, submitted the only 

application for the one-year term on the Planning Commission board ending December 31, 2019.  Mr. 

Schneider noted that a notice was published in the Albany Enterprise on December 5
th

 seeking qualified 

candidates.   Mr. Schneider noted that Ms. Dudek is the Stearns County Public Health Coordinator and 
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would be an asset to the board having experience in county government, grant writing/managing, reporting, 

and active transportation (pedestrian/bike) planning.  Mr. Schneider recommended that she be appointed to 

the Planning Commission.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Tom Kasner and seconded 

by Adam Rushmeyer to appoint Allison Dudek to a one-year term on the Planning Commission. All voted 

for the motion and it carried.  

 

At 6:45 PM, Mayor Tom Kasner announced that the meeting would be closed for the purpose of 

developing an offer to purchase the Neuwirth property located at 34802 County Road 10, Albany, pursuant 

to MN Statute 13D.05, Subd. 3 (c).  Mayor Tom Kasner directed everyone from the public present for the 

meeting to exit the Council room.  At 7:25 PM, Mayor Tom Kasner re-opened the meeting to the public.  

 

Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, January 16, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 7:27 PM.          

 

 ____________________________   

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 


