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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, July 17, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, Al Amdahl, and Keith 

Heitzman.  Councilor John R. Harlander was absent.  

 

Others present were:  Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public 

Works Supervisor, Ozzie Carbajal, Police Chief, Susan Kadlec, City Attorney with Jovanovich, Kadlec, & 

Athmann, St. Cloud, MN, and Katelyn Asfeld, Editor, Albany Enterprise. 

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Keith Heitzman and seconded by Al Amdahl to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the payment of 

the following bills: Check Numbers 69207 to 69260 and 17454 to 17472. All voted for the motion and it 

carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on July 3rd and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Open forum/public comments: none.   

 

Present for the public hearing were:  Jean Pundsack, Ryan Brown, Dianna Brown, Sara Goodrum, 

Rhiannon Brown, Greg Johnson, Albany High School Superintendent, and Jodi Teich, Stearns County 

Highway Engineer.  

 

Pursuant to due notice, Mayor Tom Kasner called the public hearing into session at 6:32 PM to 

consider approving a “No Parking Zone” described as:  the north and south sides of County Road 54 

(Railroad Avenue), from 1st Street to Countryside Lane.   A public notice was published in the Albany 

Enterprise on June 26th and CentraCare Clinic, 30 Railroad Avenue, submitted written correspondence.  

Mr. Mathiasen informed the public Railroad Avenue (CR #54) is forty-feet (40’) wide that includes a 

parking lane of seven and one-half feet (7.5’) on the south and eight and one-half feet (8.5’) on the north. 

Mr. Mathiasen presented the following concerns: 1) Stearns County Highway Department submitted a 

letter to the City expressing winter maintenance (snow plowing) concerns when vehicles are parked on the 

roadway, 2) intersection sight distance restrictions when vehicles park on the north side, 3) existing 

shoulder on the south side is narrower resulting larger vehicles overhang into eastbound traffic lane, and 4) 

increase traffic with new clinic opening. Mr. Mathiasen noted the following potential modifications: 1) 

mark the north side for no parking, and/or 2) restripe road to remove north and south parking, creating 

space for northbound right-turn-lane. Dianna Brown appeared before the Council to object to the idea of no 

parking on the north side of the street and would favor no parking on the south side.  Rhiannon Brown 

noted vehicle traffic has not really increased and objects to no parking on the north and south side of the 

street.   Ryan Brown informed the Council he spoke to a realtor and if no parking on the street is 

considered, the action will negatively affect market values of their homes.  Ryan Brown also noted a right-

turn-lane does not improve vehicle traffic and has witnessed several vehicles not stopping for the stop sign 

when he doesn’t park his personal vehicle in the parking lane near the stop sign. Sara Goodrum noted the 

concerns relate to the intersection and questioned how the concerns affect her property being farther east of 

the intersection.  Ms. Goodrum questioned what other options is the City considering and the City should 

keep the intersection and parking concerns separate.  Mayor Tom Kasner informed the residents the 

purpose of the public hearing is to receive comments from residents and/or other community members and 

any decision made will be in the best interest of the community.  Mr. Mathiasen noted the said intersection 

and no parking concerns are connected if the street is re-striped.  Ms. Pundsack informed the Council semi-

trucks are traveling at high speeds on Railroad Avenue and requested no parking signs be re-installed on 

the light posts on Railroad Avenue limiting vehicle parking during specific times of the day.   Ms. Teich 

informed the Council the County’s letter to the City was just to entertain discussion and to discuss options 
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to improve traffic flow, safe snow plow operations, and additional signage.   Ms. Teich noted by law a 

vehicle may not be parked on a county road within fifty-feet (50’) from an intersection.   Ms. Goodrum 

questioned why the County snowplow operators do not plow the snow to the curb because mail will not be 

delivered.   Mr. Mathiasen noted the electric poles and narrow sidewalk prevent the City from adequately 

cleaning the sidewalk and if snow is piled on the sidewalk it makes it that much more difficult to remove.   

Ms. Teich noted it is not safe for snowplow operators to drive over the centerline due to parked vehicles.   

Dianna Brown informed the Council she does not object if the Council were to consider no parking on the 

north side of the street fifty-feet (50’) from the intersection, but objects to other ideas of no parking 

regulations in this area.  Ryan Brown noted he would park his vehicle east side of his driveway if parking 

would be restricted fifty feet (50’) from the intersection on the north side of the street.   Mr. Rushmeyer 

thanked the residents for attending the meeting and noted the City will find the best option to improve 

vehicle traffic, but sometimes it’s not the most receptive by residents.   Mayor Tom Kasner closed the 

public hearing at 7:40 PM.  Mayor Tom Kasner informed the public the Council, Stearns County, and City 

staff will review the information discussed at the public hearing in the new few weeks and also noted the 

residents will be given notice when the future Council meeting will be held for final action.  

 

Rick Masloski, Business Development Executive with Novel Energy, West St. Paul, MN, 

appeared before the Council to present his company’s profile and encouraged the City to execute a 10-year 

or 25-year subscription to their Community Solar Garden.  Mr. Masloski noted the following: 1) no cost up 

front, 2) no pricing risk (guaranteed $0.01/kWh discount), 3) no production risk, 4) solar panels are located 

off-site, 5) the City will continue to receive power from XCEL Energy, and 6) the subscription 

(1,200,000/1,400,000 kWh/year) will produce an estimated savings of $14,000+/- annually. Mr. Masloski 

noted the City’s utility bill is credited with the electricity created by their share of the community solar 

garden.   Ms. Kadlec informed the Council years ago cities were skeptical with solar proposals, but in 

recent years she has worked with several cities who have entered into subscription agreements.   Mr. 

Schneider informed the Council several solar developers have approached the City for the past serval years, 

but none have offered a 10-year subscription period or guaranteed discount. Mayor Tom Kasner thanked 

Mr. Masloski for submitting his proposal.  

 

Patrick Wier, Vice-President Business Development with Innovate Power Systems (IPS), 

Roseville, MN, appeared before the Council to present his company’s profile and proposed 25-year 

subscription to their Community Solar Garden.  Mr. Wier noted his company can not offer a 10-year 

subscription, but has executed subscriptions with over 100 cities and school districts.   Mr. Wier informed 

the Council IPS would guarantee the City a $0.007/kWh discount showing an estimated annual savings of 

$10,000+/-.    Mayor Tom Kasner thanked Mr. Wier for attending the meeting to discuss community solar 

gardens and subscriptions.   Mayor Tom Kasner noted each proposal will be discussed with the City 

Attorney and staff to determine how to proceed in the best interest of the City. 

 

Mr. Mathiasen presented to the Council Payment Voucher No. 3 for the 2019 Capital 

Improvement Project.  Mr. Mathiasen noted the Payment Voucher generally includes storm sewer, services, 

curb and gutter, and street subgrade construction throughout the project. After due discussion and upon 

recommendation from the City Engineer, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by Al 

Amdahl to approve Payment Voucher No. 3 to C & L Excavating, St. Joseph, MN, in the amount of 

$653,190.55 for said improvements.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Councilor Keith Heitzman, Albany Golf Club Liaison, presented to the Council the said Club’s 

checkbook register and sales detail report by department for review and consideration.  After due 

discussion, a motion was made by Keith Heitzman and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer to approve of the 

check register as presented (39238-39295). Voting for the motion were Councilors Keith Heitzman, Adam 

Rushmeyer, and Al Amdahl, and none voted against.  Mayor Tom Kasner abstained and the motion carried. 

 

Ms. Kadlec appeared before the Council to introduce herself to the new Council members and 

provide legislative updates affecting City operations.  

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council Stearns County hired a consultant to update the County’s 

Comprehensive plan and is requesting the City provide comments to the existing City’s land use map.   Mr. 
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Schneider noted residential development will continue to expand in the north and north west areas and 

highway commercial/industrial south where municipal water and sewer are readily available.   Mr. 

Schneider noted community solar garden development should not be constructed near the City being the 

development would potentially cut off municipal utility services.   Mr. Schneider also noted comments 

regarding the County’s Comprehensive Plan update can be submitted to the County at 

https://shapestearns.com/.    

 

Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, August 7, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 8:05 PM.         

 

 ____________________________   

 Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 


