
ALBANY CITY COUNCIL                                JULY 3, 2019 
 

 1 

    

 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, July 3, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors John R. Harlander, Adam Rushmeyer, Al 

Amdahl, and Keith Heitzman.  None were absent.  

 

Others present were:  Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public 

Works Supervisor, Ozzie Carbajal, Police Chief, Andrew Gravdahl, Patrol Officer, and Mike Kosik, Editor, 

Albany Enterprise. 

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Keith Heitzman and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the 

payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 69173 to 69206 and 17436 to 17453. All voted for the motion 

and it carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on June 19th and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Open forum/public comments: none.   

 

Molly Thompson, CPA with the firm of Schlenner, Wenner and Company, St. Cloud, MN, the 

City’s Auditor, appeared before the Council to present the final 2018 Comprehensive Financial Audit for 

all City department operations and enterprise funds that include the Albany Golf Club, Inc.  Ms. Thompson 

presented to the Council an abbreviated audit report.  Ms. Thompson thanked Mr. Schneider and Ms. Diane 

Jesh for providing the appropriate financial information to conduct the said audit.  Mr. Schneider noted the 

Tax Increment Financing report for the year 2018, fund closings, and transfers will be considered at a 

future Council meeting.  Mr. Schneider also noted consultants are reviewing the 2018 financial report for 

the water and sewer expenses, revenues, and capital equipment replacements, to prepare a recommendation 

for a utility rate increase. After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by 

Al Amdahl to approve the said Report and authorize recommended transfers and closing of funds.  All 

voted for the motion and it carried. The complete audit is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Adm. for 

public inspection during normal office hours. 

 

Mr. Mathiasen informed the Council the underground utility work has been completed for the 

2019 7th Street Improvements.   Mr. Mathiasen noted the roadway subgrade, class five aggregate base, and 

concrete curb and gutter will be on the contractors’ schedule over the next few weeks.  Mr. Mathiasen 

informed the Council the southeast bituminous driveway at the construction staging area, 331 7th Street, 

was damaged from heavy construction equipment; whereby the property owner requested the funds set 

aside for reseeding the property be used for replacement of the said driveway at a width of 12’ x 120’.   Mr. 

Mathiasen noted there are funds in the contract for seeding and driveway replacement, but bituminous 

replacement in other areas on the property do not need to be completed.    Mr. Mathiasen noted the 

additional cost to the City for the final bituminous driveway is $1,200.  Mr. Harlander informed the 

Council the bituminous on the property in other areas are damaged too, but the property owner stated there 

was no need to replace those areas.  Mr. Harlander had no objection to the request.   Mayor Tom Kasner, 

with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Mathiasen to inform the property owner the City will pay 

for the final bituminous driveway (12’ x 120’) in the amount of $1,200 located in the southeast corner of 

the property.  

 

Mr. Mergen appeared before the Council to report the following: 
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• A pump at the Golf View Drive Lift Station was blocked by wet wipes and not a string 

rope mop head.  Wet wipes should be discarded in garbage receptables and not flushed 

down a toilet.  

• Shreffler Crack Sealing completed rubberized street crack fill ($25,000).  

• Astech Corp. completed seal coat and fog seal improvements ($58,395 – 39,456 SQYD). 

• Additional computer software security/firewall ($807) to be added at Water Treatment 

Plant to eliminate false alarms and protection from computer hackers. 

• Prairie Restorations, Inc., completed shoreline non-native plant control or maintenance 

($1,000) related to the 2009 North Lake Shoreline Improvements.   

 

Mr. Carbajal informed the Council of the following:   1) Interviewing potential candidates for part-

time Patrol Officer position, 2) The Minnesota Board of Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST 

Board) conducted a review of mandated employee training and department polices; whereby the Albany 

Police Department passed the review, and 3) Two solar speed limit signs will be installed (CR #157/CR 

#54) as soon as funding is secured ($3,200 +/- ea.). 

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council over the past few years several individuals have cancelled 

their reservation at a shelter in North Park and requested their reservation fee be reimbursed; whereby the 

City reimbursed the said fee.  Mr. Schneider noted individuals have submitted an application a year in 

advance for their event, but for some reason or another they cancel a week or two prior to the date which 

creates open dates, no chance of re-booking with others, loss of revenue, administration costs, etc. Mr. 

Schneider recommended the Council consider providing a refund only if the application is cancelled after 

three (3) or ten (10) days from receipt.   Mayor Tom Kasner noted other cities do not issue a refund.   Mr. 

Heitzman recommended the City should not consider a refund.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Keith Heitzman and seconded by John R. Harlander not to issue a refund for those who cancel their 

reservation at a shelter in North Park.   All voted for the motion and it carried.  Mr. Schneider noted the 

words “no refund” will be added to the application forms.  

 

The Council took notice of a request by the Albany Lions Club for a Temporary On-Sale Liquor 

license for Saturday, August 3rd (Heritage Day), at 400 Railroad Avenue.  After due discussion, a motion 

was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Keith Heitzman to approve the said License for a period 

beginning August 3rd and ending August 4th.  All voted for the motion and it carried.   

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council the Albany Lions Club donated $6,000 to the Park Board to 

be used for a future Park Improvement.  Mr. Amdahl noted there is a Park Board meeting on July 22nd to 

discuss the donation, 2019-20 budget, Park activities, etc. 

 

Mr. Schneider also informed the Council the Minnesota Legislature approved an increase in the 

annual drinking water service connection fee from $6.36 to $9.72 effective January 1, 2020. Mr. Schneider 

noted the City collects the annual fee from all water customers in the City and forwards the funds to the 

Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) to fund activities of MDH’s Drinking Water Protection Program 

related to maintaining compliance with the federal Safe Drinking Water Act.   

 

  Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, July 17, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 7:35 PM.         

 

 ____________________________   

 Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 


