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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, June 5, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors John R. Harlander, Adam Rushmeyer, Al 

Amdahl, and Keith Heitzman.  None were absent.  

 

Others present were:  Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public 

Works Supervisor, Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise and Ozzie Carbajal, Police Chief, Larry Eggert, 

Judy Eggert, Joyce Thull, Hillcrest Restaurant and Stubby’s Tavern, Kris Schiffler, Shady’s Hometown 

Tavern and Events Center, Steve Bates, Albany Bowl, Dennis Mareck, Albany Legion Club, Sheri 

Thill/Chad Schmidt, Rookies Sports Bar, David Belford, Barbacoa, and Stacy Hoffarth/Drew Stanley,  

Teals Market. 

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by Al Amdahl to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the payment 

of the following bills: Check Numbers 69100 to 69147 and 17403 to 17419. All voted for the motion and it 

carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on May 15th and hearing none declared them approved. 

 

Open forum/public comments: Mr. Eggert, 111 12th St., appeared before the Council to request the 

following: 1)  installation of a solar operated radar speed limit sign on Co. Rd. 54 (Railroad Avenue), 2) 

45-mph speed limit sign posted adjacent to his property be moved farther west or reduced to 30-mph, and 

3) paint a crosswalk south of 12th Street and Railroad Avenue to access the Lake Wobegon Trail.  Mr. 

Eggert noted speeds and the number of vehicles has increased significantly over the years and precautions 

need to be considered to keep motorists and pedestrians safe.  Mayor Tom Kasner noted any changes to the 

comments presented will need to be discussed with the Stearns County Highway Department. Mr. 

Schneider informed the Council the Minnesota Department of Transportation would conduct a speed study 

to reduce the speed limit, but in the past the City has made similar requests with no success.  Mr. Carbajal 

informed the Council he will research the cost for a solar operated radar speed limit sign and if one can be 

installed in this location as per the County regulations.  Mayor Tom Kasner thanked Mr. Eggert for 

bringing his concerns to the Council.  

 

Mr. Schneider presented to the Council the liquor license renewal applications for the license 

period between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020.  Mayor Tom Kasner questioned if any liquor license holder 

has any concerns or questions and hearing none proceeded to consider approval of all licenses.   After due 

discussion, a motion was made by Keith Heitzman and seconded by John R. Harlander to approve renewal 

of the following On-Sale Liquor licenses:  Rookies Sports Bar, Shady’s Hometown Tavern and Event 

Center, Albany Bowl, Hillcrest Family Restaurant and Stubby’s Tavern, and JM Stationers (Barbacoa). All 

voted for the motion and it carried.  

 

After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Adam 

Rushmeyer to approve renewal of the following Off-Sale Liquor licenses:  Teal’s Liquor, Rookies Sports 

Bar, Hillcrest Family Restaurant and Stubby’s Tavern, Albany Bowl, and Shady’s Hometown Tavern and 

Event Center.  All voted for the motion and it carried.  

 

After due discussion, a motion was made by Al Amdahl and seconded by John R. Harlander to 

approve renewal of the following Club On-sale Liquor Licenses:  Albany American Legion Club and 

Albany Golf Club. Mayor Tom Kasner abstained and the motion carried. 
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After due discussion, a motion was made by Keith Heitzman and seconded by John R. Harlander 

to approve renewal of the following Cigarette Licenses: Teal’s Liquor, Teal’s Market, Albany Golf Club, 

Don’s I-94, Albany Tesoro, Holiday Store, and Shady’s Hometown Tavern and Events Center.  Mayor 

Tom Kasner abstained and the motion carried. 

 

The Council also took notice of a request by the Albany American Legion Club for a one-day 

3.2% Malt (Beer) Liquor License to sell on-sale beer for the annual Car Show to be held on Friday, August 

2nd at the Albany Chrysler Center, 34650 225th Avenue.  After due discussion, a motion was made by 

Mayor Tom Kasner and seconded by Al Amdahl to approve the said License.  All voted for the motion and 

it carried.  

 

Mr. Schneider presented to the Council Resolution 2019-21 to partially vacate South Soo Road, an 

undeveloped street, that lies east of 14th Street and north of Lots 1 and 2, Block 2, Albany Industries Plat. 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council a public hearing was held on September 19, 2018 on a petition 

received from the following property owners: 1) The Woodshop of Avon, Albany, MN, and 2) Ramler 

Properties, LLC, Albany, MN.   Mr. Schneider noted the purpose to vacate the street is to allow Ramler 

Properties, LLC, to construct a 38,000 square foot cold storage warehouse.  Mr. Schneider also noted the 

City will retain fifteen (15’) feet drainage and utility easement on the northern vacated South Soo Road and 

a twenty (20’) Lake Wobegon Trail (egress/ingress) easement as described on the certificate of survey.   

Mr. Schneider noted each easement will be recorded with the Stearns County Recorder’s Office.  After due 

discussion, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer who introduced the following Resolution and moved 

its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION 2019-21 

VACATION OF A PORTION OF SOUTH SOO ROAD 

 
The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Al Amdahl and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Mayor Tom Kasner, 

Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, Al Amdahl, and Keith Heitzman. Councilor John R. Harlander abstained and 

none voted against the same whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The 

full text of the said Resolution is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection 

during regular office hours. 

 

The Council took notice of a request by the Albany Chamber of Commerce to consider the 

approval of a Large Gathering permit application for Heritage Day, Saturday, August 3rd.   Mr. Schneider 

noted Railroad Avenue is designated as State HWY #238 and MnDOT requires an application if the 

roadway is to be closed for an event.  Mr. Schneider also noted the event will include a 5K Run/Walk, 

children games, parade, fireworks, bean bag toss on 5th Street, etc. After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Mayor Tom Kasner and seconded by Keith Heitzman to approve the Large Gathering Permit for the said 

Event.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

The Council also took notice of a Large Gathering Permit application submitted by the Albany 

Chrysler Center, 34650 225th Avenue, for their annual Car Show to be held on Friday, August 2nd.  Mr. 

Schneider informed the Council the Fire Chief requires additional conditions to the permit to improve 

public safety.  After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Keith 

Heitzman to approve the aforesaid permit to include additional conditions by Fire Chief.  All voted for the 

motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Mathiasen presented to the Council Payment Voucher No. 2 for the 2019 Capital 

Improvement Project.  Mr. Mathiasen noted the Payment Voucher generally includes utility installation and 

street reconstruction.  Mr. Mathiasen noted consistent rainfall and wet soils have made installation 

challenging and roadways difficult to maintain, but approximately thirty (30%) percent of the contract has 

been completed over the first six weeks. Mr. Mathiasen noted the amount due, minus the retainage, for 

Payment Voucher No. 2 is $385,010.89.  After due discussion and upon recommendation from the City 

Engineer, a motion was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Al Amdahl to approve Payment 
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Voucher No. 2 to C & L Excavating, St. Joseph, MN, in the amount of $385,010.89 for said improvements.  

All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Mathiasen informed the Council the following two bids were received at 11:00 o’clock in the 

morning on Wednesday, June 5th for the 2019 Street Lighting Improvements: 

 

1. Design Electric, Inc.  $139,077 

2. JT Electric, Inc.    $139,500 

 

Mr. Mathiasen noted his engineer’s estimate was $147,000 and recommended approval of the low 

bid having reviewed the bid items to find all in order.  Mr. Mathiasen also noted the placement of each light 

pole will be located behind the sidewalk. After due discussion, a motion was made by Keith Heitzman and 

seconded by John R. Harlander to approve the bid from Design Electric, Inc., in the amount of $139,077.  

All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

The Council took notice of a letter received from Matt Zinniel, Stearns County Public Works 

Maintenance Superintendent, regarding concerns about traffic congestion, visibility issues, and winter 

maintenance issues along the north side of County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 54 from the school’s ball 

field driveway entrance adjacent to the City’s Well No. 3 westerly to 1st Street (State HWY #238).  Mr. 

Mathiasen noted the County would like to post NO PARKING signs on the north parking lane, but are 

seeking the City’s input.   Mayor Tom Kasner noted the County’s concerns are valid, but the south parking 

area is a problem too due to large volumes of school traffic and future CentraCare Clinic patrons.  Mr. 

Harlander questioned if a right-hand turn land would be considered to improve traffic congestion or shift 

the centerline to the south.   Mr. Heitzman noted he would support NO PARKING on the north side 

because plowing snow in this area has been a problem for County plow operators due to vehicles parked on 

the street for long periods of time preventing adequate snow removal and plows crossing the centerline 

causing a dangerous situation with on-coming vehicles.  Mr. Mathiasen recommended he contact Mr. 

Zinniel to consider the idea of shifting lanes to the south to create a dedicated right turn lane, no parking on 

the north and south side of the street. Mayor Tom Kasner, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. 

Mathiasen to contact Mr. Zinniel to discuss the aforementioned, but noted residents will be contacted prior 

to making any significant changes. 

 

Mr. Heitzman, Albany Golf Club, Ins., Liaison, informed the Council Aaron Kleinschmidt was 

hired by the Board of Directors as the General Manager of the said Club.   Mr. Heitzman noted Mr. 

Kleinschmidt began employment on May 31st.  

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council Stearns Bank, Albany, MN, is requesting the City update the 

signature card for the City’s General Fund.  Mr. Schneider noted former Mayor Daron Gersch is still listed 

on the signature card and recommended he be removed and Mayor Tom Kasner be added.  After due 

discussion, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by Keith Heitzman to authorize Mayor 

Tom Kasner and Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. on the signature card at the said Bank and to remove former 

Mayor Daron Gersch.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider also informed the Council Albany Oil Company, 110 Railroad Avenue, requested 

reimbursement for a new sidewalk abutting their property installed within the Railroad Avenue right-of-

way.   Mr. Schneider noted a new sidewalk was constructed to the western edge of CentraCare Clinic 

property, but not extended beyond this point which left a gap in the sidewalk.  Mr. Schneider noted the 

sidewalk was extended along property owned by Albany Oil at a cost of $500; whereby pursuant to 

Ordinance 41.01, Subd. 3, recommended the City reimburse Albany Oil $250 for the new sidewalk.  After 

due discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Mayor Tom Kasner to 

reimburse Albany Oil $250 for the new sidewalk.  All voted for the motion and it carried.  

 

Mr. Schneider also informed the Council several companies continue to develop and construct 

community solar gardens; whereby many have been soliciting the City to execute long-term subscription 

agreements and questioned if a consultant be contacted to determine if this is something the City should 

consider at this time.  Mr. Schneider noted most agreements are for a period of 25-years.  Mayor Tom 
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Kasner, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Schneider to contact the City Attorney who has 

experience with nearby cities who have entered into subscription agreements.   

 

The Council took notice of an off-site LG230 MN Lawful Gambling Exempt Permit application 

submitted by the Albany American Legion Post 482 to be held on Friday, August 2nd at the annual Car 

Show at the Albany Chrysler Center, 34650 225th Avenue.   Mr. Schneider informed the Council that the 

organization will sell pull-tabs during the event. After due discussion, a motion was made by Al Amdahl 

who introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2019-22 

APPROVING MINNESOTA 

LAWFUL GAMBLING EXEMPT PERMIT APPLICATION 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Adam Rushmeyer and after a full 

discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Tom 

Kasner, Councilors Al Amdahl, Adam Rushmeyer, John R. Harlander, and Keith Heitzman and none voted 

against the same whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of 

the said Resolution is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during 

regular office hours. 

 

 Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, June 19, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 7:40 PM.          

 

 ____________________________   

 Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 


