ALBANY CITY COUNCIL MAY 1, 2019

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany,
Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on
Wednesday, May 1, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.

Other Council members present were: Councilors John R. Harlander, Adam Rushmeyer, Al
Amdahl, and Keith Heitzman. None were absent.

Others present were: Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with
Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise and Ozzie
Carbajal, Police Chief.

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills. After due discussion, a motion was made
by John R. Harlander and seconded by Keith Heitzman to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the
payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 69039 to 69058 (new checks) and 17375 to 17389. All voted
for the motion and it carried.

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the meeting of the
Board of Review and Equalization held on April 17th and hearing none declared them approved.

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of
the Council held on April 17th and hearing none declared them approved.

Jason Murray, the City’s Financial Consultant with the firm of David Drown Associates, appeared
before the Council to inform the Council bids were received at 11:00 o’clock in the morning on May 1% for
the sale of $2,225,000 General Obligation PIR Fund bonds, Series 2019A and the low bid received was
from United Bankers Bank with a net interest rate of 2.6558%. Mr. Murray noted S & P Global Ratings
assigned an “A+” long-term rating to the said bond and on the City’s General Obligation bonds
outstanding; whereas the outlook on all ratings is stable. Mr. Murray noted the favorable rating by S & P
Global Ratings is important to verify the City’s financial stability and can result in lower interest rates. Mr.
Murray recommended the Council accept the low interest rate received by United Bankers Bank. Mayor
Tom Kasner noted the funds will be used to pay for the 2019 Capital Improvements project. After due
discussion, a motion was made by Al Amdahl who introduced the following resolution and moved its
adoption:

RESOLUTION 2019-20
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE, SALE, AND DELIVERY
OF $2,225,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION PERMANENT
IMPROVEMENT REVOLVING FUND BONDS, SERIES 2019A

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Adam Rushmeyer and after a full
discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Mayor Tom
Kasner, Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, John R. Harlander, Keith Heitzman, and Al Amdahl and none voted
against the same whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. The full text of
the said Resolution is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during
regular office hours.

Councilor Adam Rushmeyer, Planning Commission Liaison, informed the Council the Planning
Commission held a public hearing on April 29" on a request by Stearns Bank, N.A., Albany, MN, dba
Stearns Equipment Leasing, 500 13™ Street, for a variance for the following: 1) relax the off-street parking
space requirement of nine (9°) feet in width by at least twenty (20°) feet in length to nine (9”) feet in width
by nine-teen (19”) feet in length to match the same parking spaces in existing parking lot; and 2) relax the
access drive and ramp of twenty-four (24°) feet to fifteen (15”) feet to allow for expanded 60-degree
parking lot to match the existing parking lot size. Mr. Rushmeyer noted the project includes an
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underground storm water detention area, painted pedestrian crosswalk on 13" Street, pedestrian street
signs, easterly fence extension, etc. Mr. Rushmeyer also noted the variance is required to maximize the
number of off-street parking spaces to accommodate a growing business in the community. Mr. Mathiasen
informed the Council he reviewed the civil plan and had no objection to the proposed off-street parking lot
expansion. After due discussion, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by Keith
Heitzman to approve the request by Stearns Bank, N.A., Albany, MN, dba Stearns Equipment Leasing, 500
13t Street, for a variance for the following: 1) relax the off-street parking space requirement of nine (9°)
feet in width by at least twenty (20°) feet in length to nine (9°) feet in width by nine-teen (19) feet in length
to match same parking spaces in existing parking lot; and 2) relax access drive and ramp of twenty-four
(24°) feet to fifteen (15”) feet as follows:

1. The proposed off-street parking design proposed 9’ x 19 parking stall will match the existing
off-street parking stalls created in 1999 and 2014.

2. The 15 access drive and ramp does not inhibit egress and ingress vehicle traffic.

3. The proposal does not negatively affect the traffic flow within the off-street parking lot or
access drive on 13™ Street.

4. The need for the variance is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the
landowner.

5. The variance if granted will not alter the intended purpose of the neighborhood or the zoning
ordinance.

6. The variance is not sought solely for reasons of increased financial gain.

7. The landowner has demonstrated that a variance is in keeping with the spirit and intent of the
ordinance and comprehensive plan encouraging business expansion and increased
employment.

8. That the condition or situation of the specific piece of property, for which the variance is
sought, is not so general or recurrent in nature as to make it reasonably practicable to adopt a
general regulation to address the condition or situation, rather than a variance.

9. If repairs are needed to the 10” waterman in the future, the costs to restore the parking area
will need to be at the current property owners expense.

10. City Engineer comments dated April 16" related to review of site plan, grading plan, SWPPP,
and miscellaneous items shall be met.

All voted for the motion and it carried.

Councilor Adam Rushmeyer, Planning Commission Liaison, informed the Council the Planning
Commission held a public hearing on April 29" on a request by Ramler Properties LLC, 501 13" Street, for
a variance for the following: 1) relax the off-street parking space requirement of nine (9°) feet in width by
at least twenty (20”) feet in length to nine (9°) feet in width by nine-teen (19°) feet in length to allow off-
street parking; and 2) relax access drive and ramp of twenty-four (24”) feet to sixteen (16°) feet to allow for
an expanded 45-degree parking lot to match existing parking lot size. Mr. Rushmeyer informed the Council
the additional off-street parking will be made available for Stearns Bank and Ramler employees if
necessary and the variance is required to maximize the best use of the property east of the warehouse
adjacent to 13" Street. Mr. Mathiasen noted he reviewed the civil plan and storm water grading and
drainage detail; whereby storm water will flow northerly in the parking lot to a storm water holding pond
on the north side of the warehouse. Mr. Schneider noted the warehouse will be sprinkled, but no bathroom
will be in the building. After due discussion, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by
John R. Harlander to approve the request by Ramler Properties LLC, 501 13" Street, for a variance for the
following: 1) relax the off-street parking space requirement of nine (9°) feet in width by at least twenty
(20°) feet in length to nine (9°) feet in width by nine-teen (19°) feet in length to allow off-street parking;
and 2) relax access drive and ramp of twenty-four (24°) feet to sixteen (16”) feet to allow for an expanded
45-degree parking lot to match existing parking lot size as follows:
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1. The proposed off-street parking design proposed 9’ x 19 parking stalls best utilizes property
east of new warehouse.

2. The 16’ access drive and ramp does not inhibit egress and ingress vehicle traffic.

3. The proposal does not negatively affect the traffic flow within the off-street parking lot or
access drive on 13" Street.

4. The need for the variance is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the
landowner.

5. The variance if granted will not alter the intended purpose of the neighborhood or the zoning
ordinance.

6. The variance is not sought solely for reasons of increased financial gain.

7. The landowner has demonstrated that a variance is in keeping with the spirit and intent of the
ordinance and comprehensive plan encouraging business expansion and increased
employment.

8. That the condition or situation of the specific piece of property, for which the variance is
sought, is not so general or recurrent in nature as to make it reasonably practicable to adopt a
general regulation to address the condition or situation, rather than a variance.

9. City Engineer comments dated April 16" related to review of site plan, grading plan, SWPPP,
and miscellaneous items shall be met.

All voted for the motion and it carried.

Mr. Mathiasen presented to the Council the final plans for the Railroad Avenue Electrical and
Lighting Improvements east of 1% Street consisting of the installation of fourteen (14) ornamental street
lights. Mr. Mathiasen noted the spacing of the lights will be the same as west of 1% Street and questioned if
the Council would consider obtaining quotes or advertise for bids for the improvements. Mr. Harlander
recommended three to four quotes be obtained to coincide with CentraCare Clinic’s parking lot
construction schedule which lies adjacent to the City’s improvements. Mayor Tom Kasner, with the
consensus of the Council, noted the best course of action to proceed is to obtain quotes. After due
discussion, a motion was made by Al Amdahl and seconded by Keith Heitzman to approve the plans and
direct Mr. Mathiasen to solicit quotes for the aforesaid improvements. All voted for the motion and it
carried.

Mr. Mathiasen also presented to the Council the 2019 Water and Wastewater Capital
Improvements Plan. Mr. Mathiasen noted the said Plan identifies future equipment improvements and
estimated costs ($4,000,000+/-). Mr. Mergen noted the plan includes projects all the way through 2030.
Mr. Schneider noted the information is useful in assisting the City in determining future utility rates to
ensure adequate funds are collected to keep the City’s key infrastructure in good working condition. Mr.
Schneider also noted upon the completion of the 2018 audit in June, a proposed utility rate increase will be
presented to the Council.

Councilor Keith Heitzman, Albany Golf Club, Inc., Liaison, informed the Council Michael
Whitlock resigned his position as General Manager; whereby the club will seek a replacement immediately.
Mr. Heitzman noted that the month of April has been wet and cold, but now all 18 holes are open for the
public.

Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening
on Wednesday, May 15, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 7:15 PM.

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm.



