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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, November 6, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors John R. Harlander, Al Amdahl, and Keith 

Heitzman.  Councilor Adam Rushmeyer was absent.  

 

Others present were:  Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public 

Works Supervisor, Kate Asfeld, Editor, Albany Enterprise, Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm.  Jennifer 

Goehring, and Hope Hudock, Albany High School students, Amanda Gertken and Sheri Thill, Albany 

Jaycee members, Catherine Wolf, Cory Wolf, and Rachel Buttweiler, were also present for the meeting. 

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor Tom Kasner noted there will be no public hearing to consider a proposed assessment for an 

unpaid water bill for collection in the year 2020 being the property owner paid prior to the meeting.  

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Keith Heitzman and seconded by John R. Harlander to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the 

payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 69447 to 69486 and 17598 to 17612. All voted for the motion 

and it carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on October 16th and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Open forum/public comments: none. 

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council the Planning Commission held a public hearing on October 

24th on a request by Catherine Wolf and Rachel Buttweiler, 21837 Trestle Ridge Road, Albany, MN, for a 

conditional use permit (Section 80.19, Subd. 2) to operate a child daycare in a Core Commercial (C1) 

District at 521 Railroad Avenue, the former Albany True Value building.  Ms. Wolf informed the Council 

her intentions are to remodel the former hardware store to be used as a Montessori school and child daycare 

for ages 3 – 6.   Ms. Wolf noted children pick-up and drop off will be in the rear alley and not on Railroad 

Avenue.  Mr. Heitzman questioned if the front door will be used by anyone from the public to access the 

building.  Mr. Wolf noted the front door will be locked, but used as an emergency exit. Mr. Schneider 

informed the Council the Planning Commission required the property owner to submit a certificate of 

survey if a commercial grade fence is erected near the rear alley right-of-way for the purpose of identifying 

the rear property line and to allow the fence to be setback a safe distance from the property line to avoid 

damages caused by snow piled into or near the fence when the alley is cleared by the snow plow.   Ms. 

Wolf noted if a fence is erected, it would not extend beyond the existing rear garage (brown exterior). After 

due discussion and upon the recommendation by the Planning Commission, a motion was made by Al 

Amdahl and seconded by John R. Harlander to approve the request by Catherine Wolf and Rachel 

Buttweiler, 21837 Trestle Ridge Road, Albany, MN, for a conditional use permit (Section 80.19, Subd. 2) 

to operate a child daycare in a Core Commercial (C1) District at 521 Railroad Avenue, the former Albany 

True Value building, with the following conditions: 

 

1. The pick-up and drop off of children to be in rear alley and NOT Railroad Avenue.  

2. Applicant shall obtain all State and County permits as required for building use.  

3. Signs shall comply with the Sign regulations (Section 80.11) 

4. Exterior Lighting shall comply with lighting regulations (Section 80.13) 

5. Comply with Ordinance 41.01, Subd. 1 (sidewalk snow/ice removal) 

6. Building renovations shall comply to the State Building Code. 

7. Certificate of Survey shall be required if a commercial grade fence is erected near the rear 

alley right-of-way (ROW).  
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8. Maximum number of children at one-time in the building shall be sixty (60). 

All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

The Council took notice of a request by the Church of Seven Dolors/Holy Family School for a 

Temporary On-Sale Liquor license for Saturday, January 18, 2020 (Snowball Event), at 160 2nd Street 

South.  After due discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander and seconded by Al Amdahl to 

approve the said License.  All voted for the motion and it carried.   

 

Pursuant to due notice, Mayor Tom Kasner called the public hearing into session at 6:40 o’clock 

in the evening on a request by David and Linda Braegelmann, 118 Whispering Oaks Drive, Albany, MN, to 

vacate a 5.00 foot drainage and utility easement over, under and across a 5.00 foot drainage and utility 

easement over, under and across the southeasterly 5.00 feet of said Lot 5, Block 4, WHISPERING OAKS 

AT TWO RIVER, according to the recorded plat thereof Stearns County, Minnesota, as measured 

perpendicular to, contiguous and parallel with the southeasterly line of said Lot 5 and the northwesterly 

5.00 feet of said Lot 4, Block 4, as measured perpendicular to, contiguous and parallel with the 

northwesterly line of said Lot 4, less and except the westerly 10.00 feet of said Lots 4 and 5, as measured 

perpendicular to, contiguous and parallel with the westerly lines of said Lots 4 and 5 and the easterly 5.00 

feet of said Lots 4 and 5 being as measured perpendicular to, contiguous and parallel with the easterly line 

of said Lots 4 and 5.  A public notice was published in the Albany Enterprise on October 23rd and October 

30th.  No written comments were received. Mr. Schneider informed the Council all utilities companies 

were given notice and no utilities are located within the proposed described easement to be vacated.   Mr. 

Schneider noted the purpose of the request is to construct a new home.  Mayor Tom Kasner closed the 

public hearing at 6:41 PM. After due discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Tom Kasner and seconded 

by Keith Heitzman to vacate the public drainage and utility easement as per the aforesaid legal description.  

All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

 Mr. Schneider presented to the Council a proposed agreement between Stearns County and the 

City of Albany for providing early voting to the residents of the City for Stearns County at City Hall, 400 

Railroad Avenue. Mr. Schneider informed the Council the Stearns County Auditor is requesting the City 

provide early voting for the following 2020 elections: 1) Presidential Primary, 2) August Primary, and 3) 

November General Election.  Mr. Schneider noted the Stearns County Auditor informed several cities the 

County may mandate cities to conduct early voting and was hoping cities would volunteer their voting 

services which would reduce the number of absentee ballots counted by Stearns County.  Mr. Schneider 

also noted Stearns County is one of a few counties in the State which does not require cities to conduct 

early voting.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Al Amdahl and seconded by John R. Harlander 

to authorize Mayor Tom Kasner to execute the said Agreement on behalf of the City.  All voted for the 

motion and it carried.  

 

The Council took notice of a request by the Albany Jaycees for a Minnesota Lawful Gambling 

LG230 application to conduct off-site gambling on Thursday, November 14, 2019, at Shady’s Hometown 

Tavern and Event Center, 451 Railroad Avenue.  Ms. Gertken appeared before the Council to inform the 

Council the purpose of the request is to allow the Jaycees to sell pull-tabs and conduct electronic horse 

racing for the annual Purple Pride by Railside fundraiser (Albany Area Education Foundation). After due 

discussion, a motion was made by John R. Harlander who introduced the following resolution and moved 

its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2019-24 

APPROVING MINNESOTA LAWFUL GAMBLING 

LG230 APPLICATION TO CONDUCT 

OFF-SITE GAMBLING 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Al Amdahl and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Tom Kasner, 

Councilors John R. Harlander, Keith Heitzman, and Al Amdahl, and none voted against the same 
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whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution 

is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

The Council took notice of a resolution to certify the location of the election polling place for the 

year 2020 as required by Mn State Statute.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Tom 

Kasner who introduced the following: 

  

RESOLUTION 2019-25 

A RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE THE POLLING 

PLACE FOR 2020   

Albany City Hall 

400 Railroad Avenue, Albany, MN 56307 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Keith Heitzman and after a full 

discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Tom 

Kasner, Councilors Al Amdahl, Keith Heitzman, and John R. Harlander, and none voted against the same 

whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution 

is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours.  

 

Mr. Mathiasen informed the Council the work has ended for the year for the 2019 Capital 

Improvement Project due to the colder temperatures and the final lift of bituminous for the streets will be 

done in the year 2020.   

 

Mr. Mathiasen also noted the ornamental street poles/lights on Railroad Avenue (County Road 54) 

east of 1st Street have been delivered and should be installed in approximately two weeks.   

 

Mr. Heitzman informed the Council the Albany Golf Club is closed for the season, but the 

clubhouse is open for various private parties or celebrations by appointment.   Mr. Heitzman noted the 

monies donated to the club from their fall fundraiser for future course improvements is nearly $36,000.  

 

Mr. Heitzman also informed the Council the City’s Source Water Protection “Implementation” 

Grant application submitted to the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) was not approved due to lack 

of state funds, but when funds become available, the City will be approved for state funds to seal the two 

abandoned wells.   Mr. Heitzman noted MDH received 38 applications; whereby 32 applications were 

approved for nearly $310,000 in state funds.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, November 20, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 6:55 PM.         

 

 ____________________________   

Tom Schneider 

Clerk/Adm.  


