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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, October 16, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors Adam Rushmeyer and Keith Heitzman.  

Councilors John R. Harlander and Al Amdahl were absent.  

 

Others present were:  Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with Stantec, Inc., Joe Mergen, Public 

Works Supervisor, Kate Asfeld, Editor, Albany Enterprise, Diane Jesh, Administrative Assistant.  Crystal 

Koglin, Albany High School student, Chad Schmidt and Sheri Thill, Rookies Sports Bar, were also present 

for the meeting. 

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Keith Heitzman and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the 

payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 69407 to 69446 and 17577 to 17597. All voted for the motion 

and it carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on October 2nd and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Open forum/public comments: none. 

 

Mr. Mathiasen presented to the Council Payment Voucher No. 6 for the 2019 Capital 

Improvement Project. Mr. Mathiasen noted the Payment Voucher generally includes final boulevard 

grading, signage, erosion control items, and 65% of the final seeding costs. After due discussion and upon 

recommendation from the City Engineer, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer and seconded by Keith 

Heitzman to approve Payment Voucher No. 6 to C & L Excavating, St. Joseph, MN, in the amount of 

$58,420.25. All voted for the motion and it carried.  

 

Mayor Tom Kasner, Economic Development Authority (EDA) Liaison, informed the Council the 

EDA held a meeting on Thursday, October 10th,  on a request by Albany American Legion, 371 Railroad 

Avenue, submitted a revised Business Assistance application for a Commercial Rehabilitation Deferred 

Loan/grant (CRDL) to remove the angle brick wall, glass block windows, “Meat Raffle” sign, add exterior 

lighting, and install new storefront windows parallel to the sidewalk. Mr. Kasner informed the Board the 

revised total project costs are $26,594; whereby the EDA’s share is $13,297. After due discussion, and 

upon recommendation from the EDA, motion was made by Mayor Tom Kasner and seconded by Adam 

Rushmeyer, to approve the CRDL application submitted by the Albany American Legion as per the 

following: 

  

• Glass block windows above and west of entry door including angle brink wall to be removed and 

replaced with new storefront windows parallel to the sidewalk. 

• “Meat Raffle” wall sign to be removed and not reinstalled.    

• The 4’ x 5’ Projecting sign below the 2nd floor windows will remain.  

• Request meets the City’s 2014 Criteria for Business Subsidy. 

• A CRDL Agreement will be executed between the EDA and Albany American Legion. 

• Upon completion of demolition, evidence of payment to contractor(s) shall be submitted to the 

City prior to the City releasing $13,297, the EDA’s share of the improvements, to the Albany 

American Legion. 

 

       All voted for the motion and it carried. 
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Councilor Adam Rushmeyer updated the Council about events and programs happening with 

Albany Community Education, the Blatter Energy and Arts Theatre (BEAT), and the Blattner Energy 

Community Center (BECC).  

 

Councilor Keith Heitzman, Albany Golf Club Liaison, presented to the Council the Albany Golf 

Club’s checkbook register.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Keith Heitzman, and seconded by 

Adam Rushmeyer, to approve electronic payments, transfers, and the payment of the following: checks 

39398-39416. All voted for the motion and it carried.  

 

Mr. Heitzman informed the Council the golf club received additional donations from the inaugural 

fall golf club fundraising for future capital improvements.   Mr. Heitzman noted the course will be closing 

at the end of the month.    

 

Councilor Adam Rushmeyer informed the Council he attended the Stearns County Municipal 

League meeting on Tuesday, October 15th held at the Albany Fire Hall.  Mr. Rushmeyer noted the meeting 

was well attended with representation of officials from area cities, County Commissioners, and County 

Staff.  

 

 Ms Jesh presented to the Council a request by David and Linda Braegelmann, 118 Whispering 

Oaks Drive, on a request to vacate a drainage and utility easement for the purpose of constructing a new 

home. Ms. Jesh noted a public hearing is required to vacate the easement.  After due discussion, a motion 

was made by Mayor Tom Kasner, and seconded by Keith Heitzman, to schedule a public hearing at 6:30 

o’clock in the evening or as soon as thereafter for Wednesday, November 6th, to consider vacating the 

drainage and utility easement at 118 Whispering Oaks Drive.  All voted for the motion and it carried.  

 

Ms Jesh presented to the Council a request by Rookies Sports Bar, 481 Railroad Avenue, to 

consider a one-year 2AM Liquor License renewal.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Mayor 

Tom Kasner, and seconded by Adam Rushmeyer, to approve the one-year 2AM Liquor License renewal 

request by Rookies Sports Bar, 481 Railroad Avenue.  All voted for the motion and it carried.  

 

The Council took notice of a liability coverage waiver form prepared by the League of Minnesota 

Cities Insurance Trust, the City’s Insurance carrier, relating to statutory tort liability limits to the extent of 

the coverage purchased for the year 2020.  It’s been common practice of the Council not to waive the 

monetary limits on municipal tort liability.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Adam Rushmeyer 

and seconded by Keith Heitzman to authorize Mayor Tom Kasner to execute the aforesaid form on behalf 

of the City indicating the City does not waive the monetary limits on municipal tort liability established by 

Minnesota Statutes 466.04. All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, November 6, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 6:45 PM.         

 

 ____________________________   

 Diane Jesh, Adm. Assistant  


