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 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of Albany, 

Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Tom Kasner at 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, September 4, 2019, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City.   

 

 Other Council members present were: Councilors Adam Rushmeyer, John R. Harlander, Al 

Amdahl, and Keith Heitzman.  None were absent.  

 

Others present were:  Jeremy Mathiasen, City Engineer, with Stantec, Inc., Ozzie Carbajal, Police 

Chief, Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise.  Albany Area 

High School students present were: Hannah Finkelson, Jack Polejewski, Megan VanOverbeke, and Holly 

Boeckermann. 

 

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 The Council took notice of approval of payment of bills.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by John R. Harlander and seconded by Al Amdahl to authorize electronic payments, transfers, and the payment 

of the following bills: Check Numbers 69325 to 69351 and 17530 to 17545. All voted for the motion and it 

carried.   

 

Mayor Tom Kasner called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting of 

the Council held on August 21st and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Open forum/public comments: none.   

 

Steve Blenker, City of Albany Emergency Management Director, appeared before the Council to 

discuss the renewal of the Stearns County Intra-County Mutual Aid Agreement for Emergency 

Management and Homeland Security.  Mr. Blenker informed the Council the City approved a resolution in 

2005 for a mutual aid agreement authorizing the City to dispatch equipment and personnel as considered 

necessary to nearby cities to combat an emergency and/or disaster.  Mayor Tom Kasner noted agreements 

are already in place for Police and Fire Departments assisting other agencies and would support the request 

to approve the agreement. Mayor Tom Kasner informed Mr. Blenker the Council will consider approval of 

the said Agreement and resolution at the September 18th Council meeting.  

 

Mr. Mathiasen informed the Council the boulevard seeding was delayed due to equipment issues 

for the 2019 7th Street Reconstruction Improvements, but noted it should be completed sometime during the 

week of September 9th.  

 

Mr. Schneider presented to the Council the proposed 2020 Budget which includes the following 

departments: Administration, Police, Fire, Street, Park, Library, Election, Water, and Sewer. Mr. Schneider 

noted the City’s monthly high deductible health insurance premium for family and single coverage will 

increase seven and one-half (7.5%) percent beginning January 1, 2020.  Mr. Schneider noted the 

preliminary 2019 property tax levy for payable 2020 can be approved at the September 18th Council 

meeting which will be forwarded to Stearns County on or before September 30th.  Mr. Schneider presented 

a proposed levy increase of 5.5% or $49,085, but noted the City’s 2019 tax capacity rate of forty-one (41%) 

percent would only increase slightly or remain the same for 2020. Mr. Mergen noted the gravel alley’s in 

the original townsite will be improved in 2020, but significant street reconstruction improvements are 

proposed. Mr. Harlander recommended the annual savings from the City participating in the 10-year 

community solar garden, estimated to be $14,000 or less annually, be set-a-side for future City 

Administration (City Hall/Library/Police) upgrades such as, but not limited to, flooring/carpet, furnaces, air 

conditioner, water heater, water softener, etc. Mr. Schneider informed the Council the City Administration 

building was constructed in 1998 and many aforementioned items are original. Mayor Tom Kasner 

informed the Council the preliminary 2019 property tax levy for payable 2020 will be considered at the 

next Council meeting and a public hearing will be held December 4th.  
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Mr. Schneider informed the Council there are approximately fifty-five (55) vacant residential lots in 

several subdivisions for new home construction.   Mr. Schneider noted six (6) new homes were constructed 

to date and anticipates two (2) additional by year-end. Mr. Schneider also noted Lumber One of Avon owns 

twenty (20+/-) acres west of The Highlands subdivision that can easily be annexed to the City for 

immediate residential development.  

 

Mayor Tom Kasner announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:30 o’clock in the evening on 

Wednesday, September 18, 2019 and adjourned the meeting at 7:15 PM.         

 

 ____________________________   

 Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm.  


