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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 

Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:00 o’clock in the 

evening on Wednesday,  April 18, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 

  

                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Daron Gersch, and Tom Kasner.  

Councilor Jack Evens was absent for the meeting.  

  

 Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Stan Hanson, City Engineer, Stantec, Inc., Clint 

Jordahl, Senior Geologist, Stantec, Inc., Jason Falconer, Police Chief, Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, 

Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise, Theresa Hubbel, and  Nathanial Hubbel, a member of the Albany Boy 

Scouts.   

 

After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by John Greer to 

authorize the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 62208 to 62239 and 14371 to 14383.  All 

voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on April 4th and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Sean Artley, owner, and Todd Ernzer, Manager, of Paul’s Par-A-Dice, 451 Railroad Avenue, were 

present for the meeting. 

 

Mr. Artley appeared before Council to question if the City had any further information to present 

from other cities regarding his request to construct an outdoor patio behind his liquor establishment.   Mr. 

Schneider presented to the Council a proposed outdoor patio application and noted that he contacted other 

nearby cities that regulate outdoor patios and found no unusual circumstances.   Mr. Gersch recommended 

that language be added to the application that would allow the Council to revoke or suspend an outdoor 

patio permit similar to Ordinance 60, Liquor, in the event any were to become a problem for the City or 

adjacent property owners.   Mr. Schneider noted that the applicant must confirm that insurance for their 

premises includes the outdoor patio area where alcohol will be consumed.  After due discussion, a motion 

was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by Tom Kasner to approve the Outdoor Patio application for 

liquor establishments with the condition that language for the suspension, revocation, and penalties be 

included in the application, charge a $50 application fee (Albany City Code Appendix A), and to amend a 

liquor license premises to include the area designated as an outdoor patio.  All voted for the motion and it 

carried. 

 

Mr. Hanson presented to the Council a final pay application (4) for the 2010 Capital Improvement 

Projects (Landscaping only) submitted by North Star Landscaping, Inc., Richmond, MN.  After due 

discussion and upon the recommendation by the City Engineer, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and 

seconded by Daron Gersch to approve the final pay application in the amount of $600.01.  All voted for the 

motion and it carried.  

 

Mr. Jordahl appeared before the Council to inform the Council that soil borings conducted within 

the right of way on Railroad Avenue have been completed. Mr. Jordahl noted that upon the completion of 

the lab analysis of the soil borings, the results will be reviewed by MnDOT and if acceptable the 

construction plans and specifications can receive final review for the 2012 Railroad Avenue Improvements.    

 

Mr. Jordahl informed the Council that Applied Environmental Sciences (AES), Inc., completed 

the pre-demolition hazardous materials survey of the former Albany Antique Center building at 740 

Railroad Avenue now owned by the City of Albany.     Mr. Jordhal noted that the survey was conducted on 

April 9
th

 and that 46 bulk asbestos samples were taken and analyzed.   Mr. Jordhal also noted that some of 

the suspect building materials found to contain asbestos include pipe fitting insulation, boiler door 

insulation, textured ceiling spray, chimney mud, gray roof sealant, etc.    Mr. Jordhal also informed the 

Council that a second cleanup application is being prepared on behalf of the City to re-submit to the 

Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) for financial assistance to clean up 
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contamination located at 740 Railroad Avenue.   Mr. Jordhal noted that the previous application had been 

denied being the City did not have an end user or buyer for the property which would have resulted in the 

application scoring higher.   Mayor Dennis J. Sand informed the Council that a purchase agreement has 

been submitted to a potential buyer and if executed the application to DEED will be submitted on or before 

May 1
st
, the application deadline.  After due discussion, a motion was made by John Greer who introduced 

the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-05 

Committing Local Match and Authorizing Contract Signature 

Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) 

(Contamination Cleanup Grant Program) 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Tom Kasner and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors John Greer, Tom Kasner, and Daron Gersch, and none voted against the same whereupon the 

said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution is on file at the 

office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours.   

 

 Mr. Hanson presented to the Council a proposed 2012 Capital Improvement Plan for the following 

improvements:   2013 Sealcoat, 2014 5
th

 Street and Meyer Avenue Reconstruction, 2016 Albany Golf 

Course Sanitary Sewer Reconstruction, 2018 7
th
 Street Reconstruction, and 2020 Church Avenue 

Reconstruction.    Mr. Hanson informed the Council that the estimated construction costs for the 

aforementioned improvements is nearly $4.6 million.  Mr. Gersch noted that the said Plan is just a planning 

tool for proposed future improvements and can be amended anytime by the Council.   Mr. Schneider noted 

the City prepared its first Capital Improvement Plan in 2001 and the first reconstruction project began in 

2002 while maintaining a reasonable property tax rate for the community.  After due discussion, a motion 

was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by John Greer to approve the 2012-2020 Capital Improvement 

Plan as presented.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

 Mr. Schneider presented to the Council the following individuals as Election Judges for the 2012 

Primary and General Election:   Rita Stenlund (Head Election Judge), Lucy Thomas, Samantha Walz, 

Christopher Ramseyer, Mary Kay Grabmeier, Jen Kalthoff, Carol Tembruell, Diane Westgard, Pam 

Rypkema, and Richard Goebel.   After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded 

by John Greer to appoint the aforementioned individuals as Election Judges for the 2012 Primary and 

General Election.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, May 2, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 7:15 PM.     

  

 

________________________ 

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 
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