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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 

Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:00 o’clock in the 

evening on Wednesday,  April 4, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 

  

                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Jack Evens, Daron Gersch, and 

Tom Kasner.  None were absent for the meeting.  

  

 Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Stan Hanson, City Engineer, Stantec, Inc., Clint 

Jordahl, Senior Geologist, Stantec, Inc., Jason Falconer, Police Chief, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany 

Enterprise.   

 

After due discussion, a motion was made by John Greer and seconded by Jack Evens to authorize 

the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 62208 to 62239 and 14371 to 14383.  All voted for the 

motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on March 21st and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Traci Ryan, David Drown Associates, was present for the meeting. 

 

Pursuant to due notice, at 6:05PM, Mayor Dennis J. Sand called the public hearing into session to 

consider the adoption of a spending plan for Tax Increment Financing Districts No. 1-3, 1-10, and 1-11, in 

accordance with MN Statutes, Section 469.176, Subd. 4m, as amended.   No written comments were 

submitted and no members from the public were present for the meeting.   Ms. Ryan appeared before the 

Council to inform the Council that in 2012, the State modified the tax increment statutes to provide 

temporary authority to stimulate construction that will create and/or retain jobs. Ms. Ryan noted that the 

new law indicates that tax increments from an existing tax increment district may be spent on a variety of 

improvements from any form of private development which begin on or before July 1, 2012.   Mr. Ryan 

also noted that the legislature is considering extending the new law an additional year being the economy 

remains somewhat in a recession. Mayor Dennis J. Sand closed the public hearing at 6:15PM. After due 

discussion, a motion was made by John Greer who introduced the following Resolution and moved its 

adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-04 

APPROVING SPENDING PLAN 

FOR TAX INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICTS 

1-3, 1-10, AND 1-11 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Daron Gersch and after a full 

discussion thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor 

Dennis J. Sand, Councilors John Greer, Jack Evens, Tom Kasner, and Daron Gersch, and none voted 

against the same whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of 

the said Resolution is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during 

regular office hours.   

 

Ms. Ryan appeared before the Council to discuss the proposed draft of the Commercial 

Rehabilitation Program guidelines, process, application, and deferred payment loan.   Ms. Ryan noted that 

the target area for the commercial building improvements is those businesses located on Railroad Avenue 

between 1
st
 Street and 9

th
 Street.  Ms. Ryan noted that the City’s Economic Development Authority (EDA) 

board recommended eligible improvements for the front of the buildings as follows: façade, windows, 

doors, awnings, signage, lighting, and accessibility.  Ms. Ryan also noted that the EDA recommended 

$150,000 be available for funding the improvements with the maximum project size to be $30,000 and the 

minimum $2,000; whereby the EDA will fund 50% of the project costs in the form of a deferred loan which 

will have no payments and will be forgiven in seven (7) years.  Ms. Ryan informed the Council that an 

informational meeting will be held for the businesses within the target area on Wednesday, April 11
th

; 
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whereby informational packets of the rehabilitation program will be distributed and the EDA Board will 

review and approve all applications. After due discussion and upon the recommendation from the EDA, a 

motion was made by John Greer and seconded by Tom Kasner to approve the Commercial Rehabilitation 

Program guidelines, process, application, and deferred payment loan.  Voting for the motion were Dennis J. 

Sand, Councilors Daron Gersch, Tom Kasner, and John Greer and none voted against. Councilor Jack 

Evens abstained and the motion carried. 

 

Mr. Hanson appeared before the Council to inform the Council that MnDOT at the central office 

in St. Paul approved the phase II drilling investigation for the 2012 Railroad Avenue (T.H. #238) 

Improvements.  Mr. Hanson noted that the drilling will begin on April 9
th

.   Mr. Jordahl informed the 

Council that he obtained the following three bids to conduct 37 soil borings for a total of 750 feet of 

drilling that include water samples collected from 15 borings on Railroad Avenue:  

   

Contractor   Cost Estimate  Earliest Start Date 

Range Environmental Drilling   $9,878   April 19th 

Thein Well Co.   $10,690   April 9th 

Bergerson-Caswell  $10,750   April 23rd 

 

Mr. Jordahl also presented to the Council the following two bids received for the chemical 

analysis of soil and groundwater samples: 

 

Contractor   Cost Estimate 

Pace Analytical   $11,914 

Test America   $12,793 

 

Mr. Jordhal recommended that Thein Well Company be hired based primarily on their ability to 

start the project immediately and that Pace Analytical be hired for the lab analysis.   After due discussion, a 

motion was made by John Greer and seconded by Daron Gersch to hire Thein Well Company for the 

drilling and Pace Analytical for the lab analysis. All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider presented to the Council a list of property owners that have not paid their water 

bills after receiving the appropriate notice that their water bill was past due pursuant to Ordinance 30. 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand with the consensus of the Council directed Mr. Schneider to inform Mr. Mergen to 

make one last contact with the property owners to encourage payment to prevent their water service from 

being discontinued pursuant to Ordinance 30.    

 

Councilor John Greer, Planning Commission Liaison, informed the Council that pursuant to a duly 

held public hearing before the Planning Commission on April 2
nd

; whereby the Planning Commission 

approved the request by Justin Koopmeiners, 220 10
th

 Street, for a variance to relax the side yard 

requirement of ten (10) feet and the rear yard requirement of twenty (20) feet to allow for the construction 

of a 24’ X 32’ garage to be attached to a single family dwelling.   Mr. Greer informed the Council that the 

new garage to be attached to his home will be located less than two (2) feet from the southern property line 

and that no objection was received from Howard Koglin, 931 Midland Avenue, whose property abuts Mr. 

Koopmeiners.    Mr. Greer noted that as per a discussion with Mr. Schneider, it would be necessary for Mr. 

Koopmeiners to obtain an “Easement for Maintenance Purposes” from Mr. Koglin to grant Mr. 

Koopmeiner or any future property owner access on the Koglin property during and after construction in 

the future for routine maintenance.  After due discussion and upon the recommendation from the Planning 

Commission, a motion was made by John Greer and seconded by Tom Kasner to approve a variance 

request by Justin Koopmeiners, 220 10
th

 Street, to relax the southern side yard requirement of ten (10) feet 

to one and one-half (1 ½) feet and the rear yard requirement of twenty (20) feet to four (4) feet to allow for 

the construction of a 24’ X 32’ garage to be attached to a single family dwelling contingent upon Mr. 

Koopmeiners obtaining an Easement for Maintenance Purposes from Mr. Koglin before the execution of 

the Building Permit. All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Councilor Jack Evens, Albany Golf Club Liaison, presented to the Council the said Club’s 

checkbook register for review and consideration.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Jack Evens 
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and seconded by John Greer to authorize the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 35009 to 

35091. Voting for the motion were Councilors Daron Gersch, Jack Evens, and John Greer and none voted 

against.  Mayor Dennis J. Sand and Councilor Tom Kasner abstained and the motion carried.   

 

Mr. Falconer informed the Council that the Police responded to nearly 190 calls in the month of 

March and noted no unusual incidences to report.  

 

Todd Ernzer, Manager of Paul’s Par-A-Dice, appeared before the Council to request permission to 

construct an outdoor patio that would be fenced in the rear of their building to allow the consumption of 

alcoholic beverages.  Mr. Ernzer noted that he witnessed patrons at liquor establishments in other cities 

enjoying themselves within an outdoor patio with no unusual incidences.   Mr. Enzer also noted that 

outdoor patios in Minnesota are only open for a short period of time during the summer. Mr. Schneider 

informed the Council that this same request was presented to the Planning Commission and Council in 

2008; whereby the request was denied.  Mr. Greer questioned whether or not other liquor establishments 

would have the ability to create an outdoor patio due to the building layout on their property.  Mr. Enzer 

informed the Council that he would not object if the Council was to prohibit the consumption of alcohol 

after dusk within the outdoor patio which would reduce the potential for complaints from adjacent 

neighbors.  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Schneider to obtain 

additional information from other cities that regulate outdoor patios for liquor establishments. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, April 18, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 7:35 PM.     

  

 

________________________ 

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


