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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 

Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:00 o’clock in the 

evening on Wednesday, July 18, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 

  

                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Daron Gersch, Jack Evens, and 

Tom Kasner.  None were absent for the meeting.  

  

Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Stan Hanson, City Engineer, Stantec, Inc., Jason 

Falconer, Police Chief, Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, and Kyle Van Overbeke, Albany Enterprise.  

 
After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by Tom Kasner to 

authorize the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 62462 to 62505 and 14472 to 14485.  All 

voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on July 5
th

.   Mr. Schneider informed the Council that notices were not mailed to property owners 

within the new C3 Highway I94 Commercial District and therefore recommended that the amendment to 

Zoning Ordinance 80 be rescinded.   After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and 

seconded by Daron Gersch to approve the following: 1) approve July 5
th

 minutes with the exception to 

rescind amendment to Ordinance 80; and 2) set a public hearing at 6:00 o’clock or as soon as thereafter on 

Wednesday, August 15
th

 to consider an amendment to Zoning Ordinance 80 by the addition of a new 

zoning district under 80.20A, C-3 Highway I94 Commercial District.  All voted for the motion and it 

carried. 

 

Councilor John Greer arrived for the meeting at 6:05 PM. 

 

Mr. Hanson appeared before the Council to recommend that Stantec, Inc., the City Engineering 

firm be authorized to prepare the plans and specifications for the demolition and cleanup for property 

owned by the City at 740 Railroad Avenue.  Mr. Hanson noted that two specific sets of plans and 

specifications will be prepared that defines the proposed work to be performed for the demolition of the 

buildings and the other for the cleanup.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Jack Evens and 

seconded by Tom Kasner to authorized Stantec, Inc., to prepare the plans and specifications for the 

demolition and cleanup for the said property.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Hanson informed the Council that MnDOT reviewed the City’s proposed 8
th
 Street 

reconstruction plans between Shamrock Lane and Church Avenue; whereby MnDOT will not approve the 

City’s request for MnDOT to contribute additional funds for the proposed reconstruction improvements.   

Mr. Hanson noted that MnDOT will only pay for a mill and overlay which was previously agreed for this 

section of roadway.  Councilor John Greer noted that without MNDOT’s cost participation it’s highly 

doubtful that the City has the financial wherewithal to finance the reconstruction improvements and the 

assessments to the benefitted properties would be unreasonable.   Mayor Dennis J. Sand recommended that 

at the very least sidewalks should be added if only a mill and overlay is considered for pedestrian safety 

being the roadway is traveled by many pedestrians who patronize the local businesses along 8
th

 Street and 

Shamrock Lane.     Mr. Schneider informed the Council that the City was 1 of ninety (90) applicants that 

had submitted a Business Development Capital Projects Grant application to the Department of 

Employment and Economic Development (DEED) for capital improvement projects.  Mr. Hanson noted 

that DEED will announce the approved applications in September.  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, with the 

consensus of the Council, informed Mr. Hanson that the aforesaid reconstruction improvements will be 

discussed at a future Council meeting when more information becomes available.  

 

Molly Thompson, CPA with the firm of Schlenner, Wenner and Company, St. Cloud, MN, the 

City’s Auditor, appeared before the Council to present the final 2011 Comprehensive Financial Audit for 

all City operations including the Albany Golf Club.  Ms. Thompson also presented to the Council an 

abbreviated audit report on all City operations.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner 
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and seconded by John Greer to approve the said Audit and recommended fund transfers.  All voted for the 

motion and it carried. The complete audit is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public 

inspection during normal office hours. 

 

Mr. Mergen presented to the Council bids received for building repairs to City owned buildings 

due to the storm event (Hail) that had occurred on May 1
st
.   Mr. Mergen presented the following bids: 

 

Top Choice Home Solutions, Inc., Albany, MN Dean Mitchell Construction, Albany, MN 

 

City Hall  $41,815    $42,790 

Water Treatment Plant $27,904    $28,146 

Bueckers (City) House $1,934    $2,749 

City Park Buildings $43,476    $40,485 

PWS Buildings  $75227    no bid 

 

Main Lift Station:  Horizon Roofing, St. Cloud, MN ($3,124-repair) and ($5,940-replace) 

 

Mr. Mergen recommended that the low bid received for the aforementioned building repairs be 

approved and noted that the detailed work to be done will be submitted to the City’s insurance for final 

approval before any work begins.   Mr. Mergen recommended to the Council that the following building 

improvements not covered by insurance be approved: 1) replacement of two overhead doors, repainting 

remaining two overhead doors, and install wainscoting on the Public Works building at 34502 Co. Rd. 41 

in the amount of $15,342 and 2) replacement of the roof on the main lift station at a cost of $5,940.  After 

due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by John Greer to approve the low bid 

submitted by Top Choice Home Solutions, Inc., Dean Mitchell Construction, and Horizon Roofing 

including the replacement of the main lift station roof ($5,940) and the additional Public Works building 

improvements in the amount of $15,342.   All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Falconer appeared before the Council to recommend that Mr. Aaron Baros, Little Falls, MN 

be hired as a part-time Patrol Officer in the Albany Police Department.  After due discussion, a motion was 

made by Daron Gersch and seconded by John Greer to hire Mr. Baros as a part-time Patrol Officer 

contingent upon the successful completion of all employment requirements.  All voted for the motion and it 

carried. 

 

Kurt Pelzer and Todd Ernzer, local residents, appeared before the Council to question if the City 

would permit a small memorial in honor of former Albany Police Chief James A. Stueve who passed away 

on July 16th to be placed next to City Hall or in a City Park.   Mr. Pelzer noted that monies have been 

collected and the Council would approve the type of memorial and location prior to the placement.  Mayor 

Dennis J. Sand, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Pelzer to submit a proposed sketch of the 

memorial and location to the City for review when a final draft has been completed.  

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, August 1, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 7:15 PM.     

  

 

________________________ 

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


