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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 

Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:00 o’clock in the 

evening on Thursday, July 5, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 

  

                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Daron Gersch, Jack Evens, and 

Tom Kasner.  None were absent for the meeting.  

  

Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Stan Hanson, City Engineer, Stantec, Inc., Jason 

Falconer, Police Chief, Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise.  

 
After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by Jack Evens to authorize 

the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 62435 to 62461 and 14458 to 14471.  All voted for the 

motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on June 20
th

 and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Councilor John Greer arrived for the meeting at 6:10 PM. 

 

Traci Ryan, the City’s Economic Development Consultant with the firm of David Drown 

Associates, appeared before the Council to provide information regarding the Business Development 

Capital Projects Grant Program Application administered by the Department of Employment and Economic 

Development (DEED).  Ms. Ryan informed the Council that the proposed 8
th

 Street reconstruction 

improvements between Church Avenue and County Roads 10/41 which include Shamrock Lane east of 8
th

 

Street is eligible for the said grant being the aforesaid improvements support the economic development 

projects west of 8
th

 Street or north of Shamrock Lane along 8
th

 Street that create or retain jobs, increase tax 

base, or expand or create new economic development.   Mr. Ryan noted that DEED provides grants up to 

50 percent of the capital costs of the public infrastructure improvements that support economic 

development and based on the City Engineer’s preliminary engineering estimate, the City’s grant request 

would be for $740,000.   Mr. Hanson noted that revenue to fund the improvement would come from the 

following, but not limited to: additional levy support (General Obligation Bond), Tax Increment Financing 

assistance to reduce assessment costs, and assessments levied against benefitted properties.  Mr. Schneider 

informed the Council that the City’s EDA and Planning Commission are supportive of the proposed 

reconstruction improvements.   Mr. Hanson also noted that the aforesaid improvements may be constructed 

in conjunction with the 2013 Railroad Avenue Improvements.   After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Tom Kasner who introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-02 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CAPITAL PROJECT 

GRANTS PROGRAM 

 

The motion for the foregoing resolution was seconded by Jack Evens and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors John Greer, Tom Kasner, Jack Evens, and Daron Gersch, and none voted against the same 

whereupon the said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the resolution is on 

file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Mr. Hanson informed the Council that the City was awarded a $135,300 Contamination Cleanup 

grant from DEED for City owned property located at 740 Railroad Avenue formerly known as the Albany 

Antique Center.   Mr. Hanson noted that the total eligible cost was $180,400 and the grant is a 75-25% cost 

split.   Mayor Dennis J. Sand, with the consensus of the Council commended Mr. Hanson and Stantec for 

securing the funding and preparing the successful grant application.  
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Mr. Hanson presented to the Council Change Order Number One for the 2012 Railroad Avenue 

Electrical Services (JT Electric Service, Albany, MN) in the amount of $12,212.   Mr. Hanson noted that 

Xcel Energy has now determined that the number of utility meter sockets and metering equipment is to be 

replaced on commercial buildings affected by this project.  Mr. Hanson also noted that since replacing the 

utility metering equipment is viewed as a modification to the buildings existing service, the State Electrical 

Inspector is requiring select electrical services and equipment to be replaced or modified to meet the 

National Electric Code.  After due discussion, a motion was made by John Greer and seconded by Daron 

Gersch to approve the said change order.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Mergen informed the Council that the engine failed for the 2007 Ford lawn mower and either 

a new engine can be installed or the mower be traded as is for a new mower.  Mr. Mergen noted that the 

cost for a new mower with attachments is nearly $27,000 and if a new mower is purchased, the City’s 

Equipment Fund will fund the purchase. Mr. Kasner informed the Council that the mower is used year 

round in the Park and Street Department. After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom  Kasner and 

seconded by Jack Evens to authorize the purchase of a new commercial/industrial lawn mower.   All voted 

for the motion and it carried.  

 

Councilor Jack Evens, Albany Golf Club Liaison, presented to the Council the said Club’s 

checkbook register for review and consideration.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Jack Evens 

and seconded by Daron Gersch to authorize the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 35092 to 

35315. Voting for the motion were Councilors Daron Gersch, Jack Evens, and John Greer and none voted 

against.  Mayor Dennis J. Sand and Councilor Tom Kasner abstained and the motion carried.   

 

Councilor John Greer, Police Department Liaison, presented to the Council a proposed 2012 

Budget amendment to the Police (+$25,000) and Street (-$25,000) Department.   Mr. Greer noted that 

having reviewed a proposed police work schedule for the remaining years with added part-time hours 

during the day, an additional $25,000 is required to balance the budget for the Police Department.  After 

due discussion, a motion was made by John Greer and seconded by Tom Kasner to approve the 2012 

Budget amendment.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Falconer presented to the Council for review a bid proposal received from the Albany 

Chrysler Center for a new 2013 (Police Package) Dodge Charger.  Mr. Falconer informed the Council that 

the new squad would replace the 2006 Dodge Charger currently in use, but the equipment in this vehicle 

such as, but not limited to, a protective cage, seat covering, gun rack, bumper, etc., is not compatible with 

the a 2013 Dodge Charger.    Mayor Dennis J. Sand, with the consensus with the Council, directed Mr. 

Falconer to continue to obtain information on a new vehicle and present such to the Council at a future 

meeting. 

 

Councilor John Greer, Planning Commission Liaison, informed the Council that pursuant to a duly 

held public hearing before the Planning Commission on July 2
nd

; whereby the Planning Commission 

approved the request by Centra Sota Cooperative, 1121 Co. Rd. 10, for a Conditional Use Permit to 

increase the maximum height of thirty-five (35) feet to ninety-eight (98) feet for the construction of a 75’ 

diameter 268,000 bushel grain bin in a C2 Zone.  Mr. Greer informed the Council that the purpose of the 

new grain bin is to increase the amount of corn storage on site for their customer which is a very critical 

component of their business.  After due discussion and upon the recommendation from the Planning 

Commission, a motion was made by John Greer and seconded by Daron Gersch to approve a Conditional 

Use Permit to increase the maximum height of thirty-five (35) feet to ninety-eight (98) feet for the 

construction of a 75’ diameter 268,000 bushel grain bin in a C2 Zone.  All voted for the motion and it 

carried. 

 

The Council received a request from the Church of Seven Dolors for a 3.2% Malt liquor (Beer) 

License for their annual Church Bazaar to be held on Sunday, August 5
th

.   After due discussion, a motion 

was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by Daron Gersch to approve the said License. All voted for the 

motion and it carried. 
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The Council took notice of a request by Shady’s Inc., New Munich, MN, for a 3-day temporary 

on-sale liquor license for the annual softball tournament to be held from July 20
th

-22
nd

 at the softball field 

in North Park.  Mr. Schneider noted that Kris Schiffler owner of Shady’s Inc. will provide catering services 

which include food and beverages for the event on behalf of the Albany Softball Association which will 

include a donation made by Shady’s Inc. to the said Association.   Mr. Schneider also noted that Shady’s 

Inc., has a valid Caterer’s Permit approved by the State of Minnesota.  After due discussion, a motion was 

made by Jack Evens and seconded by Tom Kasner to approve the aforementioned license. All voted for the 

motion and it carried.  

 

The Council also took notice of an Event (Fireworks) Permit request by the Albany Jaycees to 

display fireworks at the Albany Golf Course on Saturday, August 4
th

 (Heritage Day).    Mr. Schneider noted 

that Premier Pyrotechnics, Inc., Richland, MO will display the fireworks on behalf of the Albany Jaycees. 

Mr. Schneider also noted that in the event of inclement weather, the fireworks may be displayed on 

Sunday, August 5
th

. After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by John 

Greer to approve the aforesaid Event Permit. All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, July 18, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 7:30 PM.     

  

________________________ 

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 


