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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 

Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:00 o’clock in the 

evening on Wednesday,  June 20, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 

  

                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Daron Gersch, and Tom Kasner.  

Councilor Jack Evens was absent for the meeting.  

  

Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Stan Hanson, City Engineer, Stantec, Inc., Jason 

Falconer, Police Chief, Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise, 

Kelly Rafteseth and Mathew Rafteseth, 1200 Highview Drive, a member of the Albany Boy Scouts,  

Stearns County Commissioner Mark Bromenschenkel, Traci Ryan, Economic Development Consultant 

with the firm of David Drown Associates, Mike Gondringer, and Judy Gondringer, 911 Shamrock Lane.  

 
After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by Tom Kasner to 

authorize the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 62406 to 62434 and 14441 to 14457.  All 

voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on June 6
th

 and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Mr. Rafteseth informed the Council that he is attending the Council meeting to earn a 

Communication Merit Badge.   

 

Pursuant to due notice, at 6:05 PM, Mayor Dennis J. Sand, called the public hearing into session to 

consider (a) the adoption of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District No. 14 and (b) the proposed adoption 

of the Tax Increment Financing Plan relating to TIF No. 14.  Ms. Ryan appeared before the Council and 

public to discuss the proposed TIF District and said Plan.   Ms. Ryan noted that there are existing parcels 

within the proposed TIF District that will have to be removed from older TIF Districts.   Ms. Ryan also 

noted that the proposed TIF District is a “redevelopment” district meaning that the district may remain in 

existence for 25 years from receipt of the first tax increment resulting in 26 collections of tax increments.  

Ms. Ryan informed the Council that there are two proposed commercial redevelopment projects within the 

new TIF District that are anticipated to begin in 2012; whereby developer agreements will be prepared that 

will specifically outline the City’s and developers obligation for the improvements.  Mr. Gondringer 

informed the Council that he resides west of the proposed commercial redevelopment projects and is 

concerned about building/parking lot lighting shining beyond property lines and reduction of property value 

being adjacent to business operations.  Mr. Schneider noted that when the developers submit a site plan to 

the City his concerns can be addressed.   Mayor Dennis J. Sand closed the public hearing at 6:25 PM. After 

due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner who introduced the following Resolutions and moved 

its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-10 

AMENDING THE BOUNDARIES OF TAX 

INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICTS NO. 1-5 AND 1-10 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-11 

APPROVING THE CREATION OF TAX INCREMENT FINANCING 

DISTRICT NO. 1-14 AND ADOPTION OF THE TAX INCREMENT 

FINANCING PLAN RELATING THERETO 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolutions was seconded by John Greer and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors John Greer, Tom Kasner, and Daron Gersch, and none voted against the same whereupon the 

said Resolutions were declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolutions is on file at 

the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 
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Mr. Hanson appeared before the Council to inform the Council that an amendment to the 

Preliminary Engineering Report for the Railroad Avenue Improvements can be prepared to include the 

reconstruction of 8
th

 Street (State HWY #238) between Shamrock Lane and Church Avenue.   Mr. Hanson 

noted that preliminary construction estimates of $1.1 million for the following improvements but not 

limited are for a new street, curb/gutter, sidewalks, water main, sewer main and left hand turn lanes.   Mr. 

Hanson informed the Council that he will be meeting with MnDOT to determine cost participation being 8
th

 

Street is designated as State Highway #238.  Mr. Hanson also noted that the report will include estimated 

assessments to adjacent properties similar to past practices of the Council for reconstruction projects.  After 

due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch who introduced the following Resolution and moved 

its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-09 

CALLING FOR AN AMENDMENT #2 TO THE PRELIMINARY 

ENGINEERING REPORT RAILROAD AVENUE (T.H. 238) 

IMPROVEMENTS (MARCH 2011) 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by John Greer and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors John Greer, Tom Kasner, and Daron Gersch, and none voted against the same whereupon the 

said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution is on file at the 

office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Mr. Mergen informed the Council that the Park Board met on June 13
th

 to discuss a proposal to 

erect new playground equipment for children ages 7-12 at an estimated cost of $90,000 in North Park.   Mr. 

Mergen noted that the new playground equipment would replace existing playground equipment (1969-70) 

east of the Albany Area Hospital.  Mr. Mergen informed the Council that the Albany Jaycees are interested 

in participating in funding the new playground, but it would have to be a funding partnership that would 

include the Albany Lions and City.   

 

Mr. Falconer informed the Council that part-time Patrol Officer Eric Grabmeier declined the full-

time Patrol Position and that part-time Patrol Officer Jeffery Eggert accepted the full-time position.   Mr. 

Falconer informed the Council that his intention is to add a part-time Patrol Officer during the week to 

allow him to focus more on Chief duties and responsibilities.   Mr. Greer noted that several years ago the 

Police Department had three full-time Patrol Officers to cover multiple work schedules which allowed the 

Police Chief ample time to participate in community functions and administration of the department.    Mr. 

Greer informed the Council that he will assist the City Administrator and Police Chief in the preparation of 

the 2013 Police Budget that will include a third full-time Patrol Office for consideration.  

 

Mr. Schneider recommended to the Council that he be appointed as an Election Judge for the 

Primary and General Elections.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded 

by Tom Kasner to approve Mr. Schneider as an Election Judge.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider presented to the Council an unpaid utility bill in an amount of $653.72 for 641 

Forest Avenue and recommended that the unpaid amount be forwarded to the MN Revenue Recapture 

Program.  Mr. Schneider informed the Council that the owner had vacated the property and after several 

notices has not paid the utility bill.  After due discussion, a motion was made by John Greer and seconded 

by Tom Kasner to authorize Mr. Schneider to forward the unpaid utility bill to the MN Revenue Recapture 

Program for collection.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the evening 

on Thursday, July 5, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 7:05 PM.     

  

________________________ 

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 

 


