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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 

Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:00 o’clock in the 

evening on Wednesday,  June 6, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 

  

                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Jack Evens, Daron Gersch, and 

Tom Kasner.  None were absent for the meeting.  

  

 Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Stan Hanson, City Engineer, Stantec, Inc., Jason 

Falconer, Police Chief, Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise. 

 

After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by John Greer to authorize 

the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 62355 to 62405 and 14427 to 14440.  All voted for the 

motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on May 16
th

, Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting held on May 2
nd

 and May16th, and hearing 

none declared them all approved.  

 

Sean Artley, owner of Paul’s Par-A-Dice, Bill Otto, Albany American Legion, and Kurt 

Schneider, owner of Rookies Sports Bar, were present for the meeting. 

 

The Council took notice of the following license renewals: 

 

On-Sale Liquor License:  Rookies Sports Bar, Hillcrest Family Restaurant and Stubby’s Tavern, 

Albany Bowling Center, and Paul’s Par-A-Dice.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron 

Gersch and seconded by Jack Evens to approve the aforementioned licenses.  All voted for the motion and 

it carried. 

 

Off-Sale Liquor License:  Freeway Liquors, Rookies Sports Bar, Hillcrest Family Restaurant and 

Stubby’s Tavern, Albany Bowling Center, and Paul’s Par-A-Dice.  After due discussion, a motion was 

made by Tom Kasner and seconded by Jack Evens to approve the aforementioned licenses.  Voting for the 

motion were Councilors Daron Gersch, Tom Kasner, Jack Evens, and John Greer and none voted against.  

Mayor Dennis J. Sand abstained and the motion carried.  

 

Club Liquor License:  Albany American Legion and Albany Golf Club.  After due discussion, a 

motion was made by Jack Evens and seconded by John Greer to approve the aforementioned licenses.  

Voting for the motion were Mayor Dennis J. Sand, Councilors Jack Evens, Daron Gersch, and John Greer.  

Councilor Tom Kasner abstained and the motion carried. 

 

Cigarette License:  Rookies Sports Bar, Albany Golf Club, Amby’s Foods, Don’s I-94, Freeway 

Liquor, Albany Tesoro, Holiday Store, and Paul’s Par-A-Dice.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Daron Gersch and seconded by John Greer to approve the aforementioned licenses.  Voting for the 

motion were Councilors Daron Gersch, Jack Evens, and John Greer and none voted against.  Councilor 

Dennis J. Sand and Tom Kasner abstained and the motion carried.  

 

2AM Liquor License:  Rookies Sports Bar and Paul’s Par-A-Dice. After due discussion, a motion 

was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by Daron Gersch to approve the aforementioned applications for 

2AM Liquor License.  All voted for the motion and it carried.   

 

The Council took notice of a request by the Albany Lions Club for a Temporary On-Sale Liquor 

license for Saturday, August 4
th

 (Heritage Day), at 400 Railroad Avenue.  After due discussion, a motion 

was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by John Greer to approve the said License.  All voted for the 

motion and it carried.   
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 The Council took notice of a request by the Albany American Legion Club for a one-day 3.2% 

Malt (Beer) Liquor License to sell on-sale beer on Friday, August 3
rd

 for the annual Car Show at the 

Albany Chrysler Center.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by Jack 

Evens to approve the said License.  All voted for the motion and it carried.  

 

The Council took notice of a request by the Albany American Legion Club for an off-site 

gambling (pull tabs) MN Lawful Gambling Application for the annual Car Show to be held on Friday, 

August 3rd at the Albany Chrysler Center.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch who 

introduced the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-08 

APPROVING MINNESOTA 

OFF-SITE LAWFUL GAMBLING 

(ALBANY AMERICAN LEGION CLUB) 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Jack Evens and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors John Greer, Tom Kasner, Daron Gersch, and Jack Evens, and none voted against the same 

whereupon the said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said Resolution 

is on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Mr. Hanson informed the Council that bids were opened at 10:00 AM on June 4
th

 for private 

electric service relocations for specific properties adjacent to Railroad Avenue; whereby one bid was 

received by JT Electric, Albany, MN.  Mr. Hanson noted that the engineers estimate was $52,500 and the 

bid received from the aforesaid contractor was $45,643.  After due discussion and upon the 

recommendation of the City Engineer, a motion was made by John Greer and seconded by Tom Kasner to 

approve the bid received by JT Electric in the amount of $45,643 for private electric service relocations on 

Railroad Avenue.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Hanson also informed the Council that there are property owners west of 8
th

 Street (State 

HWY #238) between Shamrock Lane and Church Avenue who are considering the construction of two new 

commercial buildings; whereby it may be prudent for the Council to consider reconstructing 8
th

 Street 

(State HWY #238) between Shamrock Lane and Church Avenue rather than a mill and overlay which had 

already been approved by MnDOT.   Mr. Schneider noted that the Planning Commission and EDA 

recommended that this section of road be reconstructed and that increments generated from a new TIF 

Redevelopment District 14 assist in funding the improvements which would include assessments to 

benefited properties.  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Hanson to 

prepare a feasibility study to consider an amendment for the aforesaid reconstruction improvements to be 

included in the plans and specifications for the Railroad Avenue (State HWY 238) Reconstruction 

Improvements.   Mayor Dennis J. Sand noted that the amendment will be considered at the June 20
th

 

Council meeting. 

 

Mr. Mergen presented to the Council a list of property owners that have not paid their utility bills 

after receiving multiple notices that their utility bills were past due pursuant to Ordinance 30.  Mayor 

Dennis J. Sand with the consensus of the Council directed Mr. Mergen to make one last contact with each 

to encourage payment to prevent their water from being discontinued pursuant to Ordinance 30.  

 

Mr. Mergen presented to the Council a proposed construction estimate ($32,000) to pave nearly 

225 lineal feet of 360
th

 Street (7
th

 Avenue) north of the intersection of 360
th

 Street and Soo Line Avenue.   

Mr. Mergen noted that the existing roadway is gravel, but could be paved at the same time when the 

Stearns County Highway Department resurfaces Soo Line Avenue in which is designated as Stearns 

County State Aid Highway 53.  

 

Marcia Hallermann, owner of Marcia’s “All-Aboard” Bar and Grill, 411 Railroad Avenue, 

appeared before the Council to request approval for the renewal of an on-sale liquor license, cigarette, and a 
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2AM liquor license.   After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by Jack 

Evens to approve the aforesaid Licenses.   All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Councilor John Greer, Planning Commission Liaison, informed the Council that the Planning 

Commission held a public hearing on May 30
th

 on a request by Richard Grabmeier, 721 5
th

 Street, for a 

variance to relax the front yard requirement from twenty five (25) feet to seven (7) feet allow for the 

construction of a 22’ X 24’ garage to be attached to the east side of a single family dwelling.   Mr. Greer 

noted that the Planning Commission did not approve the request.   After due discussion and upon the 

recommendation of the Planning Commission, a motion was made by John Greer and seconded by Jack 

Evens to deny the aforesaid as per the following: 1) Other options exist on the property to allow for the 

construction a new garage addition to the south side of the home or a detached garage in the rear yard, 2) 

The property can be used in a reasonable manner permitted under the conditions allowed by the zoning 

ordinance, 3) There are no unique circumstances on the property not created by the landowner, and 4) The 

proposed eastern garage addition to the front yard will alter the essential character of the locality and is not 

consistent with the intent and purpose of the zoning ordinance. All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Greer also informed the Council that the Planning Commission at their May 30
th

 meeting 

directed him to prepare a zoning ordinance amendment that would exclude commercial properties south of 

Interstate 94 from the Exterior Material Requirements (Ordinance 80.21).   After due discussion, a motion 

was made by John Greer and seconded by Tom Kasner to set a public hearing at 6:00 o’clock or as soon as 

thereafter on Thursday, July 5
th

, at City Hall.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Jason Falconer, Police Chief, appeared before the Council to inform the Council that on June 4
th

 

three part-time Patrol Officers in the Albany Police Department were tested and interviewed for a full-time 

Patrol Position; whereby the consensus of the interview panel was to recommend to the Council that 

candidate number one be offered the position and if declined, then candidate number two would be offered 

the position effective July 1
st
.    After due discussion, a  motion was made by John Greer and seconded by 

Daron Gersch to offer the full-time Patrol Officer position to candidate number one at an hourly wage of 

$18.87 (Group VIII, Step 0) and if not accepted, the full-time position will be offered to candidate number 

two for the same benefits.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider recommended to the Council that Rod Gerads, 116 Schwinghammer Drive, be 

hired as an Election Judge for the Primary and General Elections.  After due discussion, a motion was made 

by Daron Gersch and seconded by John Greer to approve Mr. Gerads as an Election Judge.  All voted for 

the motion and it carried. 

 

 Councilor Daron Gersch excused himself from the meeting at 7:05PM. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, June 20, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 7:10 PM.     

  

 

 

________________________ 

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


