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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 

Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:00 o’clock in the 

evening on Wednesday,  March 21, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 

  

                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Daron Gersch, and Tom Kasner.  

Councilor Jack Evens was absent for the meeting.  

  

 Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Stan Hanson, City Engineer, Stantec, Inc., Clint 

Jordahl, Senior Geologist, Stantec, Inc., Jason Falconer, Police Chief, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany 

Enterprise.   

 

After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by John Greer to 

authorize the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 62167 to 62207 and 14357 to 14370.  All 

voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on March 7th and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Marcia Hallermann, owner of the building at 411 Railroad Avenue, formerly The Well Saloon, 

appeared before the Council to request approval of an on-sale liquor license and a 2AM liquor license.   

Ms. Hallermann informed the Council that she is currently remodeling the interior of the building and 

hopes to open in April.   Mr. Schneider informed the Council that the new liquor establishment will be 

named Marcia’s “all-aboard” Bar and Grill.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and 

seconded by Daron Gersch to approve the application for an on-sale liquor license and a 2AM liquor 

license contingent upon the applicant submitting a certificate of liquor liability.   All voted for the motion 

and it carried. 

 

Mr. Hanson appeared before the Council to inform the Council that MnDOT at the central office 

in St. Paul is nearly completed with their review of a phase II drilling investigation for the 2012 Railroad 

Avenue (T.H. #238) Improvements.  Mr. Hanson noted that the drilling may be done in April.   Mr. Hanson 

also noted that the City cannot advertise for bids until MnDOT approves the plans and specifications for the 

reconstruction improvements.  

 

Mr. Jordahl appeared before the Council to present the following three bids that were solicited to 

complete a Pre-Demolition Hazardous Materials Survey for property owned by the City formerly the 

Albany Antique Center at 740 Railroad Avenue: 

 

Contractor Labor Cost Asbestos Test Lead Paint Test  PCB in Caulk 

AES     $931.00 $12/Layer $10/XRF test  $100/sample 

Field  $1,112.50 $12/Layer $200/day XRF Rental $100/sample 

ATC  $1,297.00 $15/Layer $25/sample test (lab) $135/sample 

 

AES (Applied Environmental Services) 

Field (Field Environmental Consulting) 

ATC (ATC Associates, Inc.) 

 

Mr. Jordahl noted that based on a comparison of the labor and unit-rate costs, he recommend that 

AES be hired to provide the required services.  After due discussion, a motion was made by John Greer and 

seconded by Tom Kasner to approve the bid of Applied Environmental Services (AES) to conduct a Pre-

Demolition Hazardous Materials Survey for the property at 740 Railroad Avenue.  All voted for the motion 

and it carried. 

 

 Mr. Hanson presented to the Council an Aquatic Plant Management Plan for North Lake (75 

acres) prepared by Stantec, Inc., the City Engineering firm.  Mr. Hanson noted that an aquatic plant survey 

was taken on North Lake on August 30, 2011 which identified nine aquatic plant species with the most 
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abundant aquatic plants being sago pondweed, curly-leaf pondweed (invasive plant), and coontail. Mr. 

Hanson also noted that the lake has a 640 acre watershed, maximum depth of seven feet, mean depth of 

4.25 feet, poor water clarity and according to the Trophic State Index is a hyper-eutrophic lake.  Mr. 

Hanson informed the Council that the City participated in the Initiative Foundation’s Healthy Lakes and 

Rivers Partnership program to address resource management concerns for North Lake having been 

informed by lake residents and other concerned citizens about the poor water quality, aquatic plant growth 

and potential for aquatic invasive species in the aquatic plant community of North Lake.    Mayor Dennis J. 

Sand, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Hanson and Mr. Schneider to present the information 

to the Park Board for review and recommendations to secure Clean Water Legacy funding on or before 

October 2012 with the assistance of the Stearns County Soil and Water Conversation District to develop 

goals and objectives to improve the water quality, aquatic plant management, water monitoring, and 

possible recreational opportunities for North Lake.  

 

The Council took notice of a Temporary On-sale Liquor license application request by Mother of 

Mercy Foundation for the 2
nd

 Annual Wine and Dine activity on Saturday, May 12
th

 at the Church of Seven 

Dolors Parish Center.   Mr. Schneider noted that the one-day application was complete and recommended 

approval.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by Tom Kasner to 

approve the aforesaid license.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

 Mr. Schneider informed the Council that Paul Eisenschenk, Unique Properties, LLC, the 

developer for subdivision named Whispering Oaks at Two Rivers, requested that the Council waive nearly 

$6,200 in assessments on two lots that are to be sold within a week.   Mr. Schneider noted that the 

assessments and property taxes for all the vacant lots owned by the developer for payable 2011 are 

delinquent.  Mr. Schneider noted in 2011, the Council had offered to the developer a total assessment 

payoff, but did not approve a reduction of assessments on a lot by lot sale. Mr. Greer informed the Council 

that he would oppose a reduction of assessments on a lot by lot basis, but would consider not charging a fee 

for a water hookup ($1,462), sewer hookup ($1,462), and water meter ($300) for anyone who executes a 

building permit on or before December 31, 2012.   After due discussion, a motion was made by John Greer 

and seconded by Daron Gersch to waive the City’s water hookup, sewer hookup, and water meter fee 

($3,224) for new construction of residential homes, industrial, and commercial buildings excluding multi-

family dwellings for those individuals who execute a building permit on or before December 31, 2012.   All 

voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider also informed the Council that he questioned if a perpetual 40’ roadway, drainage 

and utility easement is necessary on the northerly boundary line for property owned by Wallace 

Wellenstein consisting of nearly 4 acres located on 1
st
 Street (State HWY #238) if only one single family 

home were constructed.   Mr. Greer noted that if two single family homes are constructed on the property, 

the City should retain a roadway, drainage, and utility easement at that time when the property is platted. 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand, with the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Schneider to inform Mr. 

Wellenstein or his personal representative that if the property is split or subdivided for a second single 

family dwelling, the roadway, drainage and utility easement can be shown on the plat to access both homes 

acceptable to the City.   

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, April 4, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 7:15 PM.     

  

________________________ 

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


