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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 

Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:20 o’clock in the 

evening on Wednesday,  May 16, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 

  

                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Jack Evens, Daron Gersch, and 

Tom Kasner.  None were absent for the meeting.  

  

 Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Stan Hanson, City Engineer, Stantec, Inc., Jason 

Falconer, Police Chief, Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, and Mike Kosik, Editor, Albany Enterprise. 

 

After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by John Greer to 

authorize the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 62308 to 62354 and 14413 to 14426.  All 

voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on May 2nd and hearing none declared them approved.  

 

Dale Rafteseth and Mason Palmquist, members from the Albany Boy Scouts were present for the 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Palmquist appeared before the Council to inform the Council that he is working towards 

becoming an Eagle Scout and his community project would consist of planting several trees in the Hall’s 

High View Park.   Mr. Palmquist noted that all the trees on the south side of the Park had been removed 

due to recent storm events or a deteriorated state; whereby he and other Boy Scouts would plant new trees 

and prepare a plan depicting tree types and location to be presented to the Park Board for final review.   

After due discussion, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by Tom Kasner to approve the 

request to plant trees in the said Park and final plans to be presented to the Park Board.  All voted for the 

motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Hanson appeared before the Council to inform the Council that MnDOT has not completed 

their review of the soil borings and until the review is completed the City may not publically bid the 

project. Mayor Dennis J. Sand noted that it may be best to do the entire project in 2013 and not begin any 

construction in 2012.  Mr. Schneider noted that some business owners on mainstreet would prefer the 

project begin in 2013.  Mr. Hanson informed the Council that he is meeting with MnDOT next week and 

can request that the mill and overlay improvements on 8
th

 Street between Railroad Avenue and County 

Roads 41/10 be completed in 2012 to alleviate some of the traffic congestion in 2013. Mayor Dennis J. 

Sand, with the consensus of the Council, informed Mr. Hanson to discuss with MnDOT the idea of 

beginning the Railroad Avenue improvement project in 2013 rather than 2012, but consider the mill and 

overlay improvements on 8
th

 Street beginning in 2012.     

 

Mr. Hanson presented to the Council proposed plans for private electric service relocations for 

specific properties adjacent to Railroad Avenue.   Mr. Hanson noted that XCEL Energy has completed the 

necessary underground construction along Railroad Avenue and is ready for properties to connect to the 

new electric locations.   After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by Jack 

Evens to approve the plans for the electric service relocations and to direct City staff to solicit bids for the 

work to be performed in the specifications.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Hanson also presented the final pay application for the 2010 Wastewater Pond (Cell 4) Slope 

Stabilization Improvements in the amount of $2,100.08.  After due discussion and upon the 

recommendation for payment, a motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by John Greer to 

approve the aforesaid final pay application request submitted by Reiner Contracting, Hutchinson, MN.  All 

voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Councilor Jack Evens, Albany Golf Club Liaison, informed the Council that the Club held their 

annual Stockholder’s meeting on May 7th at the golf club; whereby David Blenker, Tom Blattner, and Roy 
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Denne were elected for a three-year term to the Board of Directors.  Mr. Evens presented to the Council the 

2011 audited financial report prepared by Schlenner Wenner Co, the Club’s auditor and noted that revenues 

reported were less due to the course being partially closed by the July storm events (flooding).  After due 

discussion, a motion was made by Jack Evens and seconded by John Greer to ratify the annual stockholders 

election results for the aforesaid individuals and approval of the 2011 financial report.  Voting for the 

motion were Mayor Dennis J. Sand, Councilors Jack Evens, Daron Gersch, and John Greer and none voted 

against.  Councilor Tom Kasner abstained and the motion carried. 

 

Councilor John Greer, Police Department Liaison, reported to the Council that the Police 

Department has seen a substantial increase in dog complaints compared to last year with the majority of 

those complaints being dogs running at large owned by Township residents.  Mr. Falconer noted that it is 

time consuming and expensive for the City to capture, feed, and shelter the dogs and difficult to locate the 

owner. Mr. Falconer also noted that larger dogs are difficult to place in squad cars not to mention the mess 

the dog leaves behind in the vehicle whereas in the future larger dogs will be transferred to the City pound 

by the Public Works Department.   

 

Mr. Schneider informed the Council that the City’s Economic Development Authority Board 

(EDA) approved a new commercial rehabilitation program for mainstreet businesses called TIF Special 

Authority Commercial Rehabilitation Program. Mr. Schneider noted that the intent of the funding is to 

make improvements to enhance the appearance of downtown and to create or retain jobs in the State of 

Minnesota, including construction jobs.    Mr. Schneider informed the Council that Ordinance 80.21, 

Exterior Material Requirements, outline the acceptable materials within the C1 and C2 Zoning Districts; 

whereby a request has been made by a business owner to erect a standing seam metal awning on his 

building.   Mr. Schneider noted that 80.21, subd. 4 provide for architectural design alternatives, but 

approval must be considered by the Planning Commission and City Council; where by the Planning 

Commission recommended approval of a standing seam metal awning.  After due discussion, a motion was 

made by Daron Gersch and seconded by John Greer to approve a standing seam metal awning as an 

acceptable exterior material for an awning.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, June 6, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 7:05 PM.     

  

 

 

________________________ 

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

   

 

  

 

 

 

 


