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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 

Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:00 o’clock in the 

evening on Wednesday, October 17, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 

  

                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Jack Evens, and Tom Kasner.  

Councilor Daron Gersch was absent for the meeting.  

  

Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Jason Falconer, Police Chief, Joe Mergen, Public 

Works Supervisor, Mike Kosik, Staff Writer, Albany Enterprise, and Kari Haynes, a student at Albany 

High School. 

 
After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by John Greer to authorize 

the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 62722 to 62768 and 14561 to 14588.  All voted for the 

motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on October 3rd and hearing none declared them approved. 

 

Karen Voz, Principal Planner with the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), appeared before 

the Council to present to the Council and public Part I of the Wellhead Protection Plan (WHP) consisting of 

the following:  Wellhead Protection Area (WHPA) Delineation, Drinking Water Supply Management Area 

(DWSMA) Delineation, and the Well and Drinking Water Supply Management Area Vulnerability 

Assessments for the City.   Ms. Voz noted that the purpose of the said Plan is to develop a method of 

preventing well contamination by effectively managing potential contamination sources in all or a portion 

of the municipal well’s recharge area. Ms. Voz presented to the Council and public a map depicting the 

DWSMA that reflects the scientifically calculated wellhead protection area boundaries.   Ms. Voz also 

noted that the most serious threat of contamination of an aquifer is an unsealed well. The map and the 

Wellhead Protection Plan Part I are on file at the office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public 

inspection upon request during regular business hours.   After due discussion, a motion was made by John 

Greer who introduced the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-14 

CITY OF ALBANY 

STEARNS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

OCTOBER 17, 2012 

 

WELLHEAD PROTECTION POLICY 

AND APPROVAL OF PLAN (PART I) 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by Jack Evens and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors John Greer, Tom Kasner, and Jack Evens, and none voted against the same whereupon the said 

Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said resolution is on file at the 

office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

David Drown, David Drown Associates, was present for the meeting. 

 

Mr. Drown appeared before the Council to discuss the appropriate financing method for the 2012-

13 Railroad Avenue (T.H. #238) Improvements.   Mr. Drown noted that the estimated improvement costs 

are nearly $4 million and the City’s share is $2 million (+/-).   Mr. Drown informed the Council that it may 

make sense to cover the City’s project expenses with reserve debt service funds and the issuance of a bond 

being the market is very favorable with interest rates at 2.4 percent or lower.   Mr. Schneider noted that the 

City has paid nearly $1 million in out-of-pocket expenses for the improvements and it’s anticipated that 

MnDOT will be approving the plans and specifications very soon which will enable the City to prepare bid 
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specifications.  Mr. Drown noted that if the Mayor and City Clerk/Administrator have not approved the sale 

of the bonds and executed the related bond purchase agreement by December 31, 2012, the resolution shall 

expire.  Mr. Drown recommended that the City authorize the Mayor and City Clerk/Administrator to adopt 

the foregoing resolution to allow the City greater flexibility to move quickly depending on the market for 

authorization to get debt put in place.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner who 

introduced the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION 2012-15 

APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,060,000  

G.O. PIR FUND BONDS, SERIES 2012A 

 

The motion for the foregoing Resolution was seconded by John Greer and after a full discussion 

thereon and upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors John Greer, Tom Kasner, and Jack Evens, and none voted against the same whereupon the said 

Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.   The full text of the said resolution is on file at the 

office of the City Clerk/Administrator for public inspection during regular office hours. 

 

Mr. Schneider presented to the Council final pay application number one submitted by Quad State 

Asbestos Removal, Montevideo, MN for hazardous materials removed from the building owned by the City 

at 740 Railroad Avenue.  Mr. Schneider informed the Council that the demolition of the said building 

began on October 15
th

 and completed within 10 days.  After due discussion, a motion was made by Jack 

Evens and seconded by Tom Kasner to approve final pay application number one in the amount of 

$34,122.00 to Quad State Asbestos Removal, Inc.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Councilor Tom Kasner, Fire Department Liaison, informed the Council that the Fire Department is 

advertising for a new pumper/tanker and the bids are due November 9
th

.  Mr. Kasner noted that the 

estimated costs for the new fire truck are nearly $200,000 and funding will come from Fire Board 

Equipment Fund, sale of Unit No. 12, Albany Mutual Telephone Grant, Fire Department Charitable 

Gambling Fund and other fund raisers. 

 

Councilor Jack Evens, Albany Golf Club Liaison, informed the Council that the said club will be 

closing at the end of the month after a very successful season.   Mr. Evens presented to the Council the 

year-to-date financial report on the operations and noted that there will be a slight increase in membership 

fees next year.   Mr. Evens also noted that the golf club will be purchasing a new mower this fall and may 

request a temporary loan from the City until adequate funds are received in 2013.    After due discussion, a 

motion was made by Jack Evens and seconded by John Greer to provide the club with a $25,000 loan from 

the City’s Equipment Fund to purchase a new mower.  Voting for the motion were Mayor Dennis J. Sand, 

Councilors John Greer, and Jack Evens.  Councilor Tom Kasner abstained and the motion carried. 

 

Mr. Falconer appeared before the Council to recommend that additional security cameras be 

installed at the City Administration Building being there are areas that are not being covered by existing 

cameras in the building.   Mr. Falconer noted that three cameras may be purchased for less than $1,000 and 

additional cameras on the outside of the building are an option.   Councilor Jack Evens noted that building 

security is important at a government building and many private businesses have begun to purchase 

security cameras and alarms due to the increase in property damage, theft, etc.  Mayor Dennis J. Sand, with 

the consensus of the Council, directed Mr. Falconer to prepare a cost estimate to add additional security 

cameras to the Albany Administration Building.   

 

 Mr. Mergen recommended to the Council that at the request of a homeowner, the unpaid water bill 

at 301 6
th

 Street be certified to the Stearns County Auditor’s Office in the amount of $291.85 to be 

collected as a special assessment in the year 2013. After due discussion, a motion was made by John Greer 

and seconded by Tom Kasner to certify to the Stearns County Auditor the aforesaid unpaid utility bill.  All 

voted for the motion and it carried. 
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 Mr. Schneider informed the Council that the General and Municipal Election will be held on 

Tuesday, November 6
th

 at City Hall.   Mr. Schneider also noted that the public accuracy test of the M100 

and AutoMARK voting machines will be done on Wednesday, October 24
th

.  

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, November 7, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 7:30 PM.      

  

 

 

________________________ 

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


