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   Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Council in and for the City of 

Albany, Stearns County, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor Dennis J. Sand at 6:00 o’clock in the 

evening on Wednesday, September 5, 2012, in the Council Room at 400 Railroad Avenue for the said City. 

  

                Other Council members present were: Councilors John Greer, Daron Gersch, Jack Evens, and 

Tom Kasner.  None were absent for the meeting.  

  

Also present were:  Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm., Stan Hanson, City Engineer, Stantec, Inc., Jason 

Falconer, Police Chief, Joe Mergen, Public Works Supervisor, Mike Kosik, Staff Writer, Albany Enterprise 

and the following Albany High School Students: Erin Doyle, Marina Falcon, Kristen Buttweiler, Megan 

Spanier, Jamison Kacures, Luke Holt, Jordan LeClare, Stefani Binsfeld, Stefanie Poster, Kelsey Ring, and 

Seth Hare.  

 
After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom Kasner and seconded by Daron Gersch to 

authorize the payment of the following bills: Check Numbers 62535 to 62588 and 14502 to 14517.  All 

voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand called for any corrections or additions to the minutes of the regular meeting 

held on August 15th and hearing none declared them approved. 

 

Councilor John Greer arrived for the meeting at 6:05 PM. 

 

Mr. Hanson appeared before the Council to present the following asbestos abatement bids received 

for City owned property at 740 Railroad Avenue: 

 

Contractor    Bid received 

Quad State Asbestos Removal, Inc.  $34,122 

Envirobate, Inc.    $38,000 

Red Pine Industries, Inc.   $47,110 

Mavo Systems, Inc.   $59,750 

 

Mr. Hanson informed the Council that the asbestos cleanup should be completed by the end of 

September and recommended that Quad State Asbestos Removal be hired based on their low bid and ability 

to meet the project schedule. After due discussion and upon the recommendation by the City Engineer, a 

motion was made by Daron Gersch and seconded by Jack Evens to approve the low bid submitted by Quad 

State Asbestos Removal, Inc. All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Hanson informed the Council that MnDOT requested the City enroll in the Voluntary 

Brownfields Program administered by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) due to the fact 

that the right of way purchased (12,436 sq. ft.) for the Railroad Avenue Improvements was identified in the 

soil boring analysis report conducted in June 2012 as being contaminated (petroleum/non-petroleum) . Mr. 

Hanson also noted that MnDOT requested a letter from the City regarding the City’s final decision not to 

move forward with the total reconstruction of 8
th

 Street between Church Avenue and County Roads 10/41.  

Mr. Hanson noted that MnDOT’s project cost participation is approximately $2.3 million and would want 

the City to provide details on the work proposed on 8
th

 Street.    Councilor Daron Gersch noted that several 

individuals in the community were optimistic that turn lanes may be considered, but the Council has the 

ultimate decision to approve a feasible project.   Councilor John Greer noted that the total reconstruction of 

8
th

 Street can be considered at a later date and included in the City’s Capital Improvement Plan. Mayor 

Dennis J. Sand, with the consensus of the Council, directed the City Engineer complete an application to 

enroll the City in the Voluntary Brownfields Program and to forward a letter to MnDOT for the work 

proposed to be done on 8
th

 Street. 

 

Mr. Hanson appeared before the Council to inform the Council that water samples on North Lake 

had been taken during storm events during the summer which has shown greater than normal amounts of 
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phosphorus entering the lake from runoff.  Mr. Hanson noted that there are a number of water quality 

improvements that can be considered north of the lake and with the assistance of the Stearns County Soil 

and Water Conservation District the appropriate plan of action may be taken that will improve the water 

quality in the lake.   

 

The Council took notice of a request by the Stearns County Attorney’s Office to renew a two-year 

contract agreement for services related to criminal prosecutions.  Mr. Falconer noted that the proposed 

contract would increase from $7,500 per year to $12,500 based on the number of historic cases handled by 

the County Attorney’s Office and recommended approval of the proposed contract.  After due discussion, a 

motion was made by John Greer and seconded by Tom Kasner to authorize Mayor Dennis J. Sand to 

execute the said Contract on behalf of the City.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Mr. Schneider presented the proposed 2013 Budget which includes the Police, Fire, Street, Park, 

Library, Water, Sewer, and Administration Departments. After due discussion, a motion was made by Tom 

Kasner and seconded by John Greer to direct the City Clerk/Administrator to forward to the Stearns County 

Auditor the proposed levy of $676,289, an increase of 4%, for taxes payable in the year 2013 and to set the 

initial meeting at 6:00 PM or as soon as thereafter on Wednesday, December 5th and the final adoption 

meeting of the said levy at 6:00 PM or as soon as thereafter on Wednesday, December 19th at the City 

Administration Building.  All voted for the motion and it carried. 

 

Councilor Jack Evens, Albany Golf Club Liaison, informed the Council that a request for final 

payment was made to FEMA for course improvements that had been completed which related to the severe 

storms that had damaged the course in 2011. Mr. Evens commended the golf course staff for all their hard 

work the past two years to complete the course improvements and noted that the support from the club’s 

membership and public have been very much appreciated.  

 

Mayor Dennis J. Sand announced the next regular Council meeting for 6:00 o’clock in the evening 

on Wednesday, September 19, 2012 and adjourned the meeting at 6:45 PM.     

  

 

________________________ 

Tom Schneider, Clerk/Adm. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


